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OFFic al mranscr;pb of Mll*tary T*lbuna& 111,

Case Xy in the'matter of the United Stateés

of America against Alfried Krupp, et aly defendants,
sitting at Wurnberg, Germany, on 23 March, 1948,

the Honorable Fu e Anderson presidinge

.

i THE‘MAESHAL, All nersong in the uourtroom wil please vake their
- seaﬁs;; ‘ | | |
mhe Ronorable, the vuﬂges of M*lloary Tribunak 11T,

M:1¢nary ”invnah +IT is mgaln in sessxon. Cod save the United
States of Americs, ana thls ﬁonwrabxe Trlbunal.

V‘There will be order in he Oothroom.
- HE ERESIDEﬁéi The Marshaﬁl will report.

THEK%AESEAL:' May it please Your Honors, all thé defencants are.
present in the GoururnOm exoept the defendan+s, 5oudremont an@ Kupke,
; who have been excused by the Couft. A
| THE PRESTIIENT: Judge Daly will 1pr GSlde.uOdaJ,,

‘ HR.‘WANDSCHﬁﬁIDER for the- Qefendann, Korschant” I now read the

opening staxement igr my ¢l *ent, Dr, Ko;schan.\

v The charges made Qn the basis of Control Oouncil Law o, 10

" consist 6£'mwo grotps of foeﬁcés which vafy'agcording $o their signifé
/'~icéﬁcg'éﬁd drdér of~imp0rtgnce* Count 4 znd l‘form thevstartinggpoint\
',énd‘nucleusfof“éhe in@ictmeaﬁ; that ds té éay, the participation in a
common conspiracy £or the commission of crimes against peace and the
rdixedtbﬁaxticiéat;onJin these crimes,’i.e., in aggrgssive warse The
most encdﬁpéssing chérge is‘ﬁha% of a common conspirasy which,«écdordingf
to vhe 1nd1¢tment, "omprises gll other uourts, one, - two and. three VThQ‘
war crlmes agalnst humanlty which have beea arged in the +ndicument
| are de31gnaxed as meaas for a nurnose, *hat nurnose belng T$o suvport
Cermany’ln tqe conauct, preparati og‘gnd anstitutlon of further aggr9331ve
wers™ (see page 30 of thefin@ithe;%Q Ge?ﬁan1V§fsibn> and #hey only
’for@ fa pa;tvéf‘the said plé@ning on cOnspiracyf};(see‘page 51 of the
indiétmeﬁf -Cerman. vcrszon thiq means that +me# aré incornérated
in the a¢l~60mprls ng voncentlon;Of conspi“acy for the commiss1on of

erimes againSt_peace“
% .
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It 14 evldent tnat the two afore-mentioned gronps of of fences are
on -4 Pfe:ent Levels as far as thelr nature is concerned, The
4014 outlined by the indictment inciudes anytq1ng friom tne respons¢billty
1 N

of in@ividuals for wor;dgshatverlﬂg developments and d901S10nS, ag are

exnreséed-in the‘char&e CQnCG”ﬂlﬁb the unleashing of aggros31ve wara/

E and the ﬂoasvi*acy alang at auch wars, a charge wﬂl h hag been lega;ly
sanetloned ¢or the fx"st time by uhc *MT, up- to the t”adltlonal
charges in conneetion w;th the alleged,war'crimeé and orimes againét«
humanitJ, wh¢ch in the main, may be Judged W1thout d1 culty‘eveﬁ on;the

basis of the eivilized nations’ trads txsaal conceptlons of | pGﬂal/laW,

B (

.

The above digcfiminétion is nedeséary, because-thelfacﬁ that_a small nﬁﬁbér_
‘of ‘industri aélsts have been plckea from a score of nersons in equa* or
s;mllar positions and have beon connected prom the poLnt of view of pena¢ -
Lawﬁ,with the glleged. cr*mxnal 1nst*gatlon of nolltlcal deve10pments ;
“and,wofld w;fsha tering events of histoxlcax 1mnortance, requires a sv601auw
'ly’carefui cxaﬁinaﬁ ion of the coacqpt;on of crimlnal fespons"b1¢*ty,
as’ fav as the $acts, *he/causatlﬂn, the state of mind and, the
aetual gu1¢t are concerned.-«&n ta $ connectlon mt Wl*l he necessary
©'to deseride $he Qourse‘Of,pblitical events before ‘and during the .
>'war in their actuaifsigmificance and si&ultanaously’to ?utline‘thgv
pe”sonal, aad in partlcular,ytae pr o?essioﬁai career'of‘the Qefégdagt, 
’€, in *his cese Dr aO“SChan. during the DLTIOdS in qucstlon, This.
exp031tﬁoﬂ wi lL show that 4t will not be POSS”ble t0 maintain thek
”har 68 rade aLalnst Dr, KorSvﬂaﬂ of part cipatlon in;a COnSpiﬁaC&vfér\
R .
the waglng 0* agg”essive wars o "y go¢ng even further, of direct
: barticgbatlon in taose wars, T uo nrcva that he nas commi tod way
”1mes andvc; aga nst huma*"ty, w¢th0um shatterlﬁg tne foundatlons
of'the basic coacept*oa of iadmvidua; criminal rosacnslblllty.
In his capacity ~f chairman of uhe Vorgtond of the Borthawork at

i

Markstaedt, Dr, Korschen is mainly Ghafgad w*t& having committed war

.

crimes7énd‘crimes against humanity by a ComprSOry employmeat of f0r61gn

labor, boncentfation'gamp inmates; prisonnrsspf wary and Othax grqu;

7
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of workers, as woll .as by his unhuman tre-tment of thosc workers,  In this
cbﬁnectiCn it will be necessary, by starting out from the crux of
the mat+ev,«1.o¢ the unqucstionablq avtocratic power whieh the

\

Statb and Party exercised over 4*he 1Qdustry w1th1n the Natloaal Socxak*st
Stato{&ﬁb“snow up the decisive » osoon31b i%y of the governmental,
'militaryf«and parﬁy‘agoncies for the employment;of labor, as well as ‘

for product¢\n -as a whole,. Furthcrmore, the way in which' Dr ovschaa'“

pOWGrS duzlng hig time at Markstae&t werb be1ng more and morg

\

restricted right ;rom the gtart wzll be shown,.as well as tne th ngs he -

i
1

vdia,within'%hc'framowork of the Dowery Left t° hln ¢n oracr to'mmporvc

warking conditisong at the Berthawerk'as far ag he could;‘and to seoure”
'”‘an,gxistance worthy Of,human b@lﬂ?S for the éﬂti?e sbaff, es for as the[wv*

‘war conditiong . “f that tlmo pu mﬁtyc@, mhe LVidGnCerOf the defense w¢l¢

shcwfthat Drs KOrsohan wag not a’; iable tool wwthnut a,wi of his
o own 1n the. se”§1ce'o£ a siéve lébOr’program,

0 1%_is pf: tea out in *hls connéctian that the. uade signed has
ndertakeﬁ the te sk on behalF of the defcnse as whole, of deaxlng
:2 w1th uhe fundamenual ouust¢on ﬁf eijOJment of‘concentfstlov canp-
G , ® ,

:‘/*amates Wiﬁulﬁvtﬂe Cramewnrk of Corman 1nduqurv, before gnlog aver 40 ﬂls " 
:lf'cwn_particu@arkseéﬁor,bf-@he ﬂefonse.

As fegﬁrds<t5@gasseftian of the proseéutihnfﬁhat Dr.”Kofschan was tﬁe.
.maﬁé rvor srugtde of the pgstorn nhants on bemal‘ of tné irm\Of'KrU@p,‘
eViéence w*’i bo submlttud to the fect that such a meagure w1¢ch ‘had
been D*alﬁcd was *Ot rca ized, aaé tnst *na plantg evacuated to the Nast
c“ntlnued to remain sdbord*natpd the 0rig1na’ di ectorate at Easen. 

s far 28 uhO/DT“SGCUtl“H’ éhcn maki ing this assertion, should have in
s mlnd_hruppts gponsorthp:dﬁ gertain plants in the Ukraine, if will be
ﬁeééésgryf%o éxpéﬁnd the;actuai and'legal eonnection beﬁweén the CGerman
Reich and ﬁhe"Berghuéﬁté'Osﬁ‘(BHO) on one han@,‘aﬁd/betWCen’the,BHO énd
the‘firm Of Krupp on the §‘ er hapd { sPo snrsaip relatio np,. Et.Will~
‘be proved tact Dry Korschan was in nﬂ‘way entrusupd W1th the plant

~ management ﬁf tqo ¢actorlqs Slbuaﬁed in the Ukra1ne. _Furthermore,'itj_"
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‘

will have t0 be shown that in many na.ses he was net even omployed in his.

“int enced uanaclty nf 1nﬁermed1arv bytween tne nlant managements of the.
i~Ukrainian factﬁries concerned and the firm Krupp, Qpite aparﬁ from the
faéﬁ«ﬁhér ;m, Kn scﬁan was not ‘v 03004s1b4e\¢or the plaﬂts in tne
ﬁkraiﬂe; the cwaditi on in which - thoso plants wcre foond; w111 be shnwu, as
fﬁwell as the of¢ccus of tnelr being takeq\nver by the Cermnns, and the
extent o whieh maChlnaS and 0qu¢pmcnt‘of a sinmilsr nature were d*smartl d
when these wnrks wore CVacuatQa in 1943, In thie conmechion the questicn Af
of responsibility'for thefmiliﬁary measurés taﬁenkiﬁ ﬁhe:coﬁrsev0£ the
CaerIngqhuﬁ of the cVacua+ Lon w:ll have fo bé specially Qiscussed,
This case is %o be ju@ged on the basis of the legal standards
‘Fiéid;dmwn‘in‘Géﬁirol—Gduncilviaw To, lb, It'cahnot;and ghould ?otﬁbe'
’fin the intorest of the defense ﬁo;ocmducﬁ‘SUghwa trial by means Qf fegbie >
;é;&ssiggshovef of the fééts oF by meané,¢fV1ega1 hairsﬁlitting, The
3i3nﬁentihn of the-UnitedﬁStateS'Of America, when Con&ucting the
iiNurepberg Tr4a¢s is t0 promotc\bhe vthxvam 1dea1 of ‘rosti tutioniof
 3 true state‘of law The Covman defense admit f”aﬂk .y that %he leaders. i
of the ﬂatlfnaL S“ClaliSﬁ Releh DreSumptu“uS¢nyrOV“Ked fate and br‘ught
';1mmeasurable mlsery *4 *he;m own éeonxe ns welL as’ to forelgq peop 0S4
This-édnc1u5¢'a rena ins va*ld, oven if a Fuxumo encnmpas ing nistoricai
evaiua%ion in*“e yvars whwch we: uave passed thrnugh shﬂuld ‘disclose
o further‘Cavﬁés in'connectinn with the respongibili ty for this catastrthy,
. Thé#e“will'alwéy$'bé é,pﬁlicy which does ﬂot gcoord with the principles.
\-oitméréls\and eﬁhica? Bué;ﬁhere ig an unalianable human'éigﬁitv, t0

3

wﬁioh all instiﬁuﬁions of TLaw and State will have to bow if they do not

.-

want to nullify thelr cwn. PUDOSe, Only on the basis of this realization -

A 7

Cwill it in future be posslble for us Cerrmang to find among the turmoils

and the ehaos of ﬁhe‘present\times a clear patiy egugll y ree from
 hatred and ”escﬁtment as from 1n¢e”1nr4ty crmplexes, and openly %o
acknowledge the wrong,‘a;so " hehalf nf our own‘pe0ple, the effects of

1

which we see,dally in the migery of millions of Cerman fugitives and

starving masSes* Wﬁitler,and a restricted.ci?cle,of his confidants were

'
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guilty‘of\a cynical‘conéempt offtﬁe human individual andlcf fheir own,
6eogl§."Thcy'were;the persons whp were responsible for instigéﬁing
ia pﬁ 1cy which led to catastrophy, It ig impossible to place a man
7 l;erIb, Korgchen whe, as *npumevaol; other ~0rmans like him, was
simple swept éWay By’an sverpowering tidal weve, in thevsame sureet as
these POTSTNFy |
'Lawg énd~1ﬁtcrnational Law in pa-ticular, is an expression of théj
timos that produeo it The powers thab signod the Gontrol Couneil Law
Yo, 10 aceuse cach other‘5f all the erimes which form the subject of this
ﬁrialy’startiné fram the enslavemcnt'df masses and the spoliation of
"6ccup1ec territeries up 0 tﬁc‘prepératioﬁ of an_ag ressive war, Who
is “”1ght", and whﬂt is ;right“?“ 1ﬁ this connection not ‘nly the quystiony‘
Of the formal validity of Gontrﬁ* uxunci Law~No. 10 will have 10 be exu»'
‘amlned, but also: tgg qUaStlhn wncﬁher the penal provisincng cnnta;nud in
it ecomstitute binding subétantive lgw,’ There is Qpen-anarchy W1tn1n/the '
legal‘commwaiiy and 1e$alksyétém;ferméd75y1£hgipbwers that signed the
vcntrﬂ Covncil Law §ny.10, The cwuﬁseiaf Vnr1é poiiﬁics teday is not
- directed by cdnsidqraﬁiﬂmé of i@w,'$till 1993 of, ¢nternau1nn Law, bux
vby power pol deies on a2 tremondius scale which ;ace urch ather within
the eonfined area‘nf Germany. o Gorman, be he in the Eastern zone Or
’in the Wostorn zones, “can take up a,pOSlul‘n in which he W**L be safe ~‘f fﬁ
V;ﬁewever hé\may‘behave «‘from,the~m°st severe criminal charges, accordiﬁgfyé
%5 the'céntradictﬁry avtitudes adepted by'thé Gonfrél Cbuncil POWérs,: '
. Thefe ig the tremendous dangor £hat in spite of the fuimal and apparénf'u
tma;ntonance of the pr nciple of individual c;iminal,r¢é§onsibility,»n |

RN 2

such ”esQon ibilit ay acuta‘“y be QSuabélShed meréiy én,ﬁhe basis,of'
the fact that'a.p¢rson adheres to0 & certain "aySVQm", and that thus

Y pena; justice:ﬁéy\be facediwith a iagkiin which in view ofvits essence
.it-muét necessarily féil. The morelpowerful and contradictory the
DOI*tica’ Ldeolﬂg4es are,,nn whwch the worl d.pOWVrS nnn031ng each

other 1n Ccrmany, base uhewr admlnlstmatlnn of justlc the greater is

the danger of rosponsibiL*ty being oaﬁed m th@ fact that a person
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i

belongs 0 a certam grnup“ or "gysten'" designated by those ideologies,

-

and the more *Wpossible is. the task of establl hi’s criminal discrimin.

ati-ng merely on actount of a tragic connection with world development of
historical importinee which can only be ;judged by the future course

DR, POHLE: 'Dr, Polle for the defendant, Friodrich von Buciowt

Your Honors:

In the cpening statements more than ~nce reforgnce is made $0 the

~ fact that the Defense intends o deal first of all with the arguments

- connected with Count I, preparation for and participation in ageressive

-

w&fQ 5 That part of the argument with w-ich I have undertaken te deal can

‘be sunmed up in the comcept: Support given to the Wational Sccialist

.

' Psmtv by 4.1dus*ory and the firm of Krirpp'beforef and after thoe seizure of

power!7 This does 00t mean that wmy client, Friedrich ven wuelow, had

e . ,
any special part in the relaticng betwcen the Natirnal Sccialist Party

and tg firm ~f Krupp, between Wational Sﬁcialism and Industry. He ‘played
ne;thﬁr a gwwoor nor a smallor part in sha;plng or not shaping these
cnnnetrtlnms than did amy o'P the othor defendaqts here bef: re YOUe Maybe tho

GoProgocution doduces that such conneebions did exist fr “n,o fact thav

“

~some of the defendants gat on commititecs and other bodies of industrial

grovps or asscelationg which the Prosceutinn thinks fit to rogard as o

S -
hi I Y

typically Naticnal Socialist organisations, Frie irich von Buelow, tooy

- was a member of a small number of committees of g District Croup, a

\-

"distiric’t mib.,kdiv'isiozib oi’ the Econ.omic“(}r.’nu@ Ircm Prqducin'g Industry, |

. Ho was only one ameng the may roprcselatat;vo frem other ihd,us'trios, and
ﬁls x.n tosk consisted m aru_.gmg uhb metlngs. and, t0 some extent in
the exchaﬂge f‘f exporimental da*aa with the nther represe,ntatwes, The

" Presecution describes this'activity as extremely risky, without even

attempting 0 addwec any proof of the rigk he ran by attending these
mectings and discussions,

The oxposition »f these relatirng between Industry and Party which I

4e21
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have undertaken t0 make hardly concerns .any of the defencdants, It
eould confidently have been left 4o higderiecal research to adducé-the
factsy and the accessity of burdoning this trigl could thus have been
aveidede

| The program of the Nagi Parby, so the Prosceution claims, coineided
with the endeavo s of the firm of Krupp to build up again a mighty

Germany, with Krupp as the £rcal point of the armaments industry,

L822




.the NSDAP a statement which I have been unable to discover therein to

-
i
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The main points of thlet program are aileged to have been reprehensible,

In this connection the Prosecution choose to attack above all the

doctrine of "living space® altﬁough that word docs not occur in the

Party program, but they pass over in silence the fact that points 1
and 2 of the Party program pestulate self determination and equal
rights for all netions - postulates which had figured prominently

during the first world war in the 1i points of President Wilson, In

its stead the Prosecution mention as & special point in the program of

&

-

the effect that war was a noble and necessary activity of Germens, and
go on to stete that "the name, prestige and financial support of Krupp
wes used to bring the NSD.LP into power over Germony and to put into
effect its announced program!,

This statoment of the Prosccution represents a ccrtain advance
compercd with the allegetions made in earlier indusﬁrial trials, In
other trials the ?rcsecution went so far as torclaim ~-I guote from the
various of the indictments ~ “Krupp, Flick, Thyssen and‘é few others g
had persuvaded the industrialists in 1933 to support them; Beck, Fritsch ' y

Rundstedt and other typical militarists dominated the military clique,
Supported by these groups Hitler seized power, and having seized power
he embarked on conquest™, In this trial the Prosecution have refrained

from involking that unholy Trinity, because, apparently, they were in-

P

capable of teking it seriously themselves. Smell wonder, since they
mede the fatel misteke of conjuring up as mephistopholiah powerg, apart
from the naughty industrialists, the Generals Beck and Freiherr von
Fritsch, who were alleged to have put Hitler in the saddle, The ;
Prosecution should have known then, and do, it may be surmised, know
today, that Beck was cold=-shouldered as a staunch opponent of Hitlerism
long before the war broke out and that he was shot on the 20th of July
and that Fritséh who had become involved in the disgusting machinations
directed against him by certain nétional socialist leaders, was dis-

missed from his post and found the death he sought at the beginning of
' 1823
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the war,

Thus the Prosecution no longer iﬁsist in this trial on the alléged
collusion of these infernal powers: industry, the army, and the
perty, as far, at any rate, as the seizure of power by the NSDAP is
concerned; they no longer insist on conjuring up the spirit of
militarism: they arc content with stating quite simply, that Gustav
Krupp von Bohlen and Helbach and the Geormen industry with him enabled
Hitler to seize power. In proof of that‘ Latement the Prosecution
have in the mein adduced the fellowing four cvents:

9

Hitlcr's speech in the Industric Club at Duesseldorf 17 January 1932;

jas]

the discussion between Papen and Hitler in the house of the banker
Freiherr von Schrocder in Cologne on 4 January 1933; Hitlcr!s speech

i

to the industrialists on 20 Februery 1933 prior to the Reichstag

jon

elections in March 1933; and finelly the enabling act of 24 March 1933,

I shall discuss thesc four events in detéil in the course of my
presentation of evidence, but I should like at this point to make the
following general statements:

he speech in the Duesseldorf Industrie Club was anything but a
success for¢Hitler with the liberal circles of licstern industry,
skeptical as they were. Liberalism and broadmindedness, progress and
the common weal had been the motto of the men from Rhine and Ruhr

.

over since - to mention but a few - Friedrich Orillo, Alfried Krupp,
4dolf von Hansemenn and, last but not Icast, the Irishman Thomas
Mulveny had leid the foundations of the industrial devclopment of

the Ruhr district. Thus the descendants of these men received Hitler'!s

vociferation at Duesscldorf with distaste and reserve, Even had it

_ been a success it is hard to sce what part the Directors of the firm

of Kyupp who now stand accuscd could possibly heve played in meking
it so, Gustav Krupp von Bohlen und Helbach was not present when
Hitler made his spcech in the Duesseldorf Incdustrie Club in January
19320

The subjects of discussion between Hitler and Papen in the house of

4821,
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the bankey Ffeiherr von Schroeder et Cologne on 4 Janmuary 1933 were
undoubtedly very intercsting and of great national politiecal import-
ance to the development of Germany and thc world. The witness Frei-
herr von Schroeder described the intensely interesting encounter to
us under cross examination, He added, however, at the same time,
that he had absolutely no contact with Krupp. Of what the part played
by the Krupp firm in this discussion consisted, thus remains yet
another viddle which the Prosecution have not soived.

Gustav Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach; as President o f the Relchsver-
band der deutschen Industrie, on the other hand, was present in the
palace of the Reichstag President on 20 February 1933 when Hitler
made his speech, when Goering issued his appeal for financial

support for the ¥March elections and when Schacht collected the elec—

tion funds. The Prosecution has quoted parts of Hitler's speech in
h I

‘order to show thab thc industrialists hed rccognized and approved

Hitler's allegedly trecasonable intentions, I propose to answer this
by merely gquoting othcr passages from Hitler's speech, ﬁhich will cast
an entirely different light on the political situeticn at the time,

I guote nows

Wie are thus faced with the following situation: Welmar has imposcd

I

3

upon us & certain constitution, thereby establishing the country on

a democratic basis, With this constitution, however, we have been
granted no effective governmertal authority. On the contrary, as I
stated in my criticism of democracy at the beginning of my speech,

it was ineviteahle thatkcommunism should penetrate further énd further
intc the German peoples, The resuit was an ever-growing tension, of
which even the courts of justiéc’~ and this is the worst aspect =

did not escape the influence. Thus two fronts grew up, facing us with

a choice, either Marxism in quintessence or the obther sidesgsie

Meoaey L still have one wish for industry, namely that, alongside

with intcrnal development, a peaceful, futurc may await it,..s Intcrnel
stability can bc ours only after Marxism has been dealt withs This.is
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the decision which we must face, be the fight ncver so fierce,!

and from Goering!s speech, I guotes

“ s

"He also counts on the fact that, with political tranquility,
economy would achieve stability toc. Experiments were not to be the

order of the day. In order to reach the goal, however, it would be

Ay .
nceessary to muster all our forces on the 5th of March., 4above all

it was importent to penetrate even those circles which were still in

ci

he toils of Marxism and which were vegetabing listlessly in a slough
of sullen despair.e.e®

Was it any wonder, is it so extraordinary, docs it, in fact, consti-
tute high treascn, thet, in the fact of such statcments, the industrial-

ists assembled in Berlin promised to provide certain sums of money

for the election campaizn? Is not the fact that they cxpressly specified

b

at the time that the funds provided should bencfit not only the NSDAP

but alsc the German Nationals and cven the Gorman Pocoplels Party

o
o

{(Deut sche Volkspartci) retncr indicative throughout of a certain
spirit of résistanoe? and did not the liberal views of Mr, Schacht
nrovide the industrial lcaders with 2 guarantee of normal and peace-
ful development? |

For it was in such dcvelopment - and not in the hazards of wer -

.

that the owners of industrial entorprises in Germeny and particulerly

ct
ey
o]
C,‘
O
pav)
&
‘...l -
ol
o
I
=
o
c
g
b}
¢]
@
=
o
m
o1
O
1]
\o

saw their opportunitiese. Its
collebopation of decadcs! standing with French, British and Belgien

ts-activity in inter-

[

lnaustrla;lst and busincss contacts abroad -
national associations, its far-flung markets abroad - all these were
factors which rendered a peageful dcvelopment absolutely necessary to
industry, and which must of necessity have made war arpear to threaten
the very cxistence of thelr rliants.

The so-called Ermacchtigungs-Gesetz (Enabling ict) of 24 March 1933

was in no way at variance with bthese considerations, It is entitled

the "Lew for the Blimination of the Distress of People and Reich", it
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authorized the Reich Goverament to meke certain laws and was velid
until 1 april 1937. Its &ssuc was not recognizably connccted with
Hitler!s speech of 20 February 1933. 4lthough the Prosecubtion would

have us believe this, they remain without any proof of the fact that
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it was, in fact, industry which inspired this law. The draft law
was introduced by the Reichstag parliamentary faction of the NSDAP.

Not only did the small bourgeols parties of the Center vote for the
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lew, in addition to the NSDAP, but also the closed block of the Centrum
Party, which certainly did not contribute to the election funds provided
by industry. At the division during the meeting of the Reichstag on |
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23 March 1933, LL1 votes were recorded for the law and only 94 ageinst,
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It is scarcely astonishing that the Prosecution has not attempted to
explain the fact thet more than 37% of the electoratc had already

voted for National Socialism in 1932, forthe conception of National
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the tit bourgeols and workers would

Socialism as a mass movement o
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not fit into that historical perspective which the Prosecution secks

to conjure up inm the face of the cvents of the time, in order to

find ~ in accordance with the basie principles underlying these trials -
some sort of moral jdstl:lugtiOﬂ for the punishment of individual
industrialists on the grounds of illicit preperation and conduct of
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wars of aggression, 4 serious atbtempt to defend the theory that a
mass movement could be launched and meintained by a few hundred
thousand marks,. or that its existence could be jecpardized by the

wi thinolding of such funds;twould 17 complete misunderstanding of
the immense “SVChO¢”;lCSL forces involved in a rising of the masscs,
The irresistible onward swecp of history, the rise and fall of party
political and national strongholds and the mystcerious effec
demagogy cannot be cxplained by such formulae, which in themselves
contradict the laws of mass psychology. Neverthncless, it is necessary
Lo go inbo this theory proovounded by the Pr rosecution, For the Prosecu-
tion seem to attach great importance to the contributions made by
industry and by the Kpupp firm to the Nazi Party and its branch orgen-
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