e e

£OC U ENT BOOK I MUELLER No, 5
Exhibit No,

Affidavit,

- e ow e e ow o omow

Eggen,
Govkl G5 8 7.8 20 March 1948
barn pn 22 Noy 1%75 in Mg.ttenwalde, (Silesia)
residing at 5i61gle}_1|_aqg 3Ry Essen = Stadtwald,
have been warned that I shall be liable to punishment if I submit
a felse affidavit, I hereby declare that my statements are true and
that they were made in order to be submitted as svidence to the .

United States Military Tribunal No, III in the Palace of Justice,

Nuremberg, Germany.

I was with the Krupp Firm fron 1916 wtil 1945 -~ in the Lepartment

of Artillery Levelopment (AK) from 1910.until 1914 end agein from 1933
until 1945, first as Lepartment Chief and later as Group Chief, Prior
to the first World War I was at the special disposal of Professor
Rausenberger, Lirector at t‘he time of artillery matters, and in this
position I obtained‘ a good insight into the relai}ions of the Firm

with the German ordnance agencies, especially the #rtillery Testing

Comm¥ssion (Artillery=-Pruefungs-Kommission), The further development

of these relatinng during the first World War, in which I partici-

pated at the front, are known to me partly from Professor Rausen-

berger's letters and oral disclosures and pertly from mumerous dise-
cussions with my friends, who had experienced these relations and
who again end again told me about them, Furthermore, I studied the
literature on this subject, #fter I resumed my service in the Le-
partment of #rtillery Levelopment (1933) I participated regulérly
in the mail o;mf‘erences and to a great extent in the other dis-
oussions; furthermore, I regularly read a large emoumt of the in-

coming end outgoing mail, end I regularly conferred with my colleagues

on some of the metters which came up.
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In this way I became well acquainted witﬁ the relations botween
the Krupp Firm end the German ordnance ngencies, As ﬁ check on my
memory I have also taken the precaution to contact in reference to
this subjéot, verious individunls who had had authority in the
former Lepartment of Artille\ry Development..‘
Below I give a resume of thc information in my possession:
1,) 4 survey of the first decades of Krupp's ordnance production
' sh;)WS thet Krupp did not achieve his initial successes in
Germany through eny good relations of his with the anuthorities,
. : but on the contrary in a struggle V\;i‘th the authorities,
2,) The succeeding decades brought a series of continuous successes
‘ for Krupp. l'hes-er, however, 1laid the foundation for a certain
inflexibility and stubbornness on the part of the principdal
offioials of the F‘in.n ~ traits which were looked upon by the
representatives of the gov.rnment sgencies as an aftitude
of arrogance end an inclinetion to iritiate dlsp‘l‘xtes anéd %o
i petronize, Howsver; when at the turn of thz-a cerntury a certain
. = ‘ particuler cese ( the introduction of the borrel recoil)
showed +this attitude of the firm to be false, the ordnunce
. authorities of the German Army wermly welcomed the appearance
of competition, and they promoted it with all their means,

as a baluncing feactor,

The hostility towsrd Krupp was and remsined partioularly

great in the Field Artillery
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Depertments of the Prussian Ministry of‘“ur, in the #rtillery
Tgsting Commission, and loter in the Lepartments which superscded
them, the Lepartments for Light A.tillery at the I MW, G. (Weapons
and Gun Equipment Inspectorate) and the Army Ordnonce Office, It wes
hecause of this hostility thet ever sinee 1873 - or for 75 yeors =
with the exception of tho1.F.K, 18 (1ight field gun 18) of which a
faw.pieces (120) were put into servioe, not & single light fild gun
of Krupp design was introd cod in the Germen Army, (F,K,(field Gun )
96t Koenigliches #rtillerie-Konstruktionsbuero Spandaus F K, 96/n./
A.: tho same, using construction principles from Krupp and fhein-
metall; F.K. 168 Rhoinmetall), in the Foot Artillery Lepartment

of the Prussisn Ministry of War and in the Artillery Testing

Commission (hesavy artillery) on the other hand, onc still depended on

‘Krupp, because at the beginning no competiﬁivc firm oxisted, For

this reason there was good co-operation on both sides regarding

the heavy Army guns up to and in thé First Viorld War, although

ho stility toward Krupp -existed oven then within the government

agencies,

%,) Clear cvidence for the tension that preveiled during the First
Torld “ar and immedistely thoreafter between the top ordnance
authorities and the Krupp Firm is provided by the fact that in the
compostion of the semi-officiel historicsl accounts that
uppoareé aftor the First VWorld Wer, entitled, " The Light #rtillery
Piece," and "The Heavy &rtillery Piece," no uscIWEs made of
the Krupp Firm, but intensive usc, on the other hand, was made
of the records of the Firm of Rheinmetall, In the book
entitled, "The Light A tillery Picce", which appeared in 1925,
the nuthor, Lisutnant General(retired)Muther,
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Chief of the Feld &"tillery Lepartmeﬁt etc,, of the Prussian

Wer kinistry duping the war, 'mnlie?s, express mention in the intro-

duction of the fact that hc had used only official records aond the

records of the Firm of Rheinmetall, The author of the second book,
which appeared in 1937, Lieutnant Generel(retired)Schirmer, who

was & Lepartment Chief in the Artillery Testing Commission during

the wer, is not so outspoken in his introduction, even though he

does meke prominent mention of the Firm of Rheinmotcll, As a metter
of feot, onlv when the text was ready for printing he approached

e representative of the Xrupp Firm, with whom he was acquainted

not even the Firm itself with the request that this individual furnish

him with some illustrations from Krupp to include i the illustrotive

material, He refused the rcquest which the Firm sent to him asking
for permission to see the text prior to printing. &n experienced
person may observe from the texts of both booksitha prominence

given to the Firm of Rheinmetall and the slighting of tho Krupp

Pirm, In view of the former eminent position of the authors this

troctment moy be teken as oan indicction of the ottitude which must have

preveiled in their day and in their circle,

L,) The executive regulstions of the Irecty of Versnilles excluded
Krupp from certain fields of armament production, At the same
time the German authoritics - and on the whole this was
their right an¢ duty = continved their offorts to provido
severe competition for Xrupp in the ficlds of heavy and very
heavy srtillery, wherc tho Firm hithsrto hnd been the leader,
However, fair methods were not clways used in this connection,
and *.. Krupp was considcrably annoyed in consequenco, After

the establishment
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of the kgichswerke Hermonn GOGl‘ing! which hod been founded and
finm}ggg‘ by the Reich, therc wes naturelly pn intensification
of the efforts by the meigh procuremunt agengies o aliqocte

the contracts to the Reichswerke anc¢ to withhold them from
Krupp, o private firm,

From the end of the first until the end of the scecond World War
th;a relations of the Krupp Firm to the- separate agencies of

the Ordnsnce Offices cte, did not alweys remein the same, for in
this long period of time the porsonncl of these ngencies chenged
o numbor of times end the problems under consideration also
veriod & number of times, or oftentimes, In general, however,
looking back one can soy thet, apart from excoptions, the Firm
had normal relations for the most part with the Heavy Artillery
depertments, but that the relations with the Ligh;b Artillery,
for which Krupp served only as o ‘temporary resbrt, were
freQmently very streined,

Meny persons of the Ordnence Offices showed wry little

under standing of the mesning of "intellectusl property". It
wes, rather, the experience of Krupp time and time cgain thet the
"Referents" carried off to our competitors, especially to

2heinmetall, the information obtzined from Krupp, In one parti-
cularly crude ctse, as Wes gocidentelly found out, an official
of the Army Ordnence Officc, immediately cfter o discussion
hold st the Krupp Firm, cclled up the Firm of .

Kheinmetell from there, oxpleined a Krupp Gesign which had -
proved to be perticularly succossful, ené savised Rheinmetell
8lso to put this particular stroke of wemruts into service and
without delay. (1936. Barrel construction in sections, for
8.8 om Flak), '

As o consequence Krupp withheld explanations and instructions
from the MReferents", an action which the military authorities

construed as intellectual arrogance,
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withholdigg of intellaectysl prgperty; pefusal to gg—aperate
and feilure to participate in the national reermamemt effort.
The Germen Wehrmacht introduced the policy, after the first
Torld War and after the dissolution of the #cademy of Military
Technology, of having officers study to become sertificated
engineers at the technical colleges, for the purpose of them
using them in the Ordnance Offices, Some of these officers
naturally had very little practiccl engineering experience, Conse=-
quently their proposels and suggestions were not always feasible,
and their opinions were ngt always based on practical knowledge,
This was also a sourcc of mony a tense situation,
After the begimning of  rosrmament the Ordnance Offices greatly
increased their persomnel, partl¥ by thesec officers who had beén
treined ss certificated enginmers, and partly by engineers from
civil life, who oamé from other fields and had no-éxpeﬁ@nce
with the interfalationship in artillery sonstructions, This was
a further source of friction,
Although the Offices (Aember) such as the former Artillery

lesting Commission were really intendod merely to test the

~—

developments submitted to them, the persornel of these Offices
who had enginecring training tried to intervene more and more
in the development work ;f the firms and to have their owndeve-
lopment ideas used, And in many cases they were successful in
this.,

From 1924 nnt the technical agencies of the Army and the Navy
furnished the firms with special standards for the design

aﬁd production of ‘separate perts, and demanded the firms
adherence thereto, The old stendarcs of the firms had to be
aiscontinued. So in this case the Offices took over the

initiative.
- 20 =
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10.) The Urdnence Offige, in conncction with their increase of
persoqra}g grigd to recruit engineers from the grmanment firms,
for their own use, Krupp, to his own disadvantagc, made no use
in general of the opportunity to install his pcople in the
gzovernment agencies and thus acquire influence there; porsonnel
of other firms, however, obtained important positions in the
Ordnonce Ufficese.

11.) On the other hand, Krupp nover mede promises that influential
officiels from the Oranance Officas could lakr obtain positions
in his Firm. In comtrast, lecading officials of the Ordnonce Offices
in ¢ number of ccses took employmont, cfter leaving militery
service, with our competitor firms, like Bochumer Verein and
Khoinmetoll, so that these firms then had advantageous connections
with the governnent ngencies,

12.) Another cetcrioration of the relitions with warious depertments
of the Ordnence Offices, which had dready been streined pre-
viously to this, was brought about in th9ﬂ§¥¥g% to 1930 through the
very harsh porsonelity of Lr,. Kitter, who was tho head of the
Lopertmont of Artillery Uevelopmont tt the timc, When in
fulfilment. of his duty he had to rcefuse the requests of the

Orénonce Officses for production by invoking the Treaty of Ver-
scilles, he omployed such o hersh manner thot the Offices tool:
arfoense,

13%,) In the first world War the devclopment costs wore still in-

cluded in the costs of the product, From 1926 on, however, the
Orcnence Yfficcs paic the cotunl costs thet were incurred, on the

besis of adsigner-months, Thay also determined the number of
designers whonm the firms vcre cllowed to keep. Thus, in 1927

a ¢evelopment depertment for hecvy noval turrets thot hed been
set up & short while before with consicerasble effort, hod to be
¢iscontinued because the government srencies could no

longer poy so meny designers,
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The fact that the doﬁolulv'mcrrt activities as o wholo worc not very
intensive is incicoted by the circumstanoce, for cxcmple, thot
for the cdevclopment of a new 21 cm mortar thet hcd been con-
trocted for in Lecemboer 1928 ané for which a totzl of 200
designer-nonths haé bcon clloected, only 50 designer-months had
beon used by tho middle of 1933, or ofter 54 months hcod elapscd,
In fact, not even onc Cesigner worked steadily on this lorge
job, It frequently occurred thot, when roro urgent orders

. came in, wmfinished provious orcors had +n he doferred by
roquest of thc government agenciocs, so thet there wos a sorious
less of time when work on them was resumed later on, ldorcover,
in a number of coses Krupp woas roquested to dismiss designers,
becausqﬁho funcs hod been recduced, In gencrel Krupp ¢id not
comply with such roQucsts, but retained his workers, These were
thon used on non-military ordors_, neturally, since tho Orcdnance
Offices did not pay them,

1’4.)) By order of the army Ordnance Office large Quantities of
¢rawings ond othar materinl were delivered by the dovelopment
firms to the so-callcd Nachbaufirmen (firns menufacturing under
license) in tho roarmarmont period ond curing the last wor, bo-

couse it wos dosired thet tho armamcnt procuction should be {

SRS

¢ivided umong as nony firms as possible, Noocdless to say, this
was Cone vithout objection, cxccpt whore special expcriences wore
released which hod boon geined  through years of work, clthough
even such cases were scttled fairly, However, Krupp found

it very snnoying when, at the end of 1920's they were

|

required to surrender Cata for the procduction of spare parts
ané for repairs to the yards, data which wre thon given to

Rheimmetall via the yarcs, so that in addition to the lotter

- 22 =
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this Firm wlso obteined a menufacturing adventage,

15,) The government agencies frequently complained, and not always

unjustly, over the slowness with which the Krupp Firm answered
their inguiries and handled thedr orders, This slowness was

due to the thoroughness traditional with the Firm, on the one
hand, and to the size of its organization and its extreme
degree of subdivision into special departments, on the other.
Another importent factor was that even during the last war
Krupp did not suspend the production of non-military eQuipment,
so that the orders for war eQuipment had to be interspersed
with the former and sometimes were at & disadvantage on this
account. Furthermore, the chief of the Lepartment of hrtillery
Levelopment had no esuthopity over the pz'ocl\;lc:t:'Lonv departments,
for these were under other bezernaten (executi.ve secretariats).
inother reason for the slow handling of értillery development
orders was oftentimes the inadequate number of designers for &
particulsr field. Since Xrupp had to distribute his people,

of whom he otherwise had a great number, over too meny fields,
he had only ebout half as many designers for armored vehicles,
for example, as either Laimler-Benz or LAN could drew on.

The delays that resulted through such circumstences caused

many unpleasant scenes and discords.

16.) The ‘tehrmacht authorities were very resentful toward the

Krupp Firm for making frequent difficulties in the rearmesment

period in connection with the expansion of its workshops

for armement purposes, Further, a particular source of
constant grievance for the military agencies during the last
war was the lack of an experimemtal workshop at the Krupp Firm,
and the conseQuent slowness in carrying out experiments. Such
workshops had proven particulerly useful in several of the

plants that
- 23 -
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had specialized in cerpain fieldg gf armement, such'as armored
vehicle manufacture, Eéuipped with a good machine section, staffed
with picked workers, and lead by an energetic department chief they
were adaptable, they céuld readily make conversions, and they could
easily put an experimeﬁtal piece in shape in a very short period
of time, st the Krupp Firm the plant managers had refused to set
up such an experimental workshop, because in view of the extreme di ;-
versity of production it would have had to be ;rery large and would
have required a great number of valuable special machines, which
would had to be taken from general production. The military agencies
concerned regarded this refusal as a lack of progressiveness and ill
will, and thoy resvomded by turning to other firms,
aAnother reason for the differences between the Yrdnance Office and the
Krupp Firm was the protracted delivery dates which Krupp alweys
pave when inQuiries werc made, The reason for spocifying such
dates was the honesty of the Firm, which would not mention
imeginery terms, but only gave production dates as indic;tod on
the basis of facts and years of experience, whereas a number of
other firms promised short delivery periods which they/v;i;(;oquently
uneble to keep. On the other hand, it was generally admittod thet
the delivery dates promised were unfailingly kept and that the
goods delivered were always of outstanding quality.
17.) In contrast to many smaller firms - Xrupp was not merecly

a supplierf%xhe procurcment agoeney of the Viehrmacht, but for

a whole scries of aguncies, such as :

WaJRUE, WuG2/VI (light guns), ViuG 2VII (ncavy guns), WuG 5/VIII

(Pamzer Program), WuG 2/IX (vehidles), and also for the Luftwaffo

(Air Forces) and for the idigh Commend of the Navy,
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Sinco it was quite impossiblo for Krupp to fully moot
thg high demands of tho warious proouroment officos, most
of thesg notunilly had miggiyings that Krupp wes not co-
oparating wholo-heartedly, or thot Krupp proferred othor
proouromant officos cnd was noglmeting those officos. Tho
officars at tho ordnonce brench offisos wero sspoocinlly of-
fondod boforo the war by tho foot thot Krupp wos olso monu-
facturing gwms for foroign dolivory. Thoy folt this wos un-
patriotio and foored, moroover, thet this moant that deli-
vorios for thom wore baging held bask,
Rogulatios dotormined by tho Versaillos Troaty permittoed
Krupp only to manufcoturo guns of ovor 17 om calibro. Thoro-
foro tho Inspoctorato for Lrms and Equipment (T%), which
during tho twontios simmltenocusly gavo orders for dosigns
of light army guns - on principlo for competitivo roasons-
to two firms, nomoly, Krupp cnd Rhoinmotall,'now trensfor-
rod tho monufoeturo of tho oxporimontal Krupp guns based
upan thoso designs, to tho Rhoinmotell firm. Honco Krupp
wos forcod to hand ovor promptly its drawings to tho Rhoin-
motall firm which thus rocci%od congbont lmowlodge of the
Irupp dosigns cnd idoal in most intimcto doteil, end wos
thus in a position to improvo‘its dwn compotitivo propo-
sals or at loast to improve on tho moxt following.

Tho rosponsible mon of ITG finelly saw tho incongruity
of this situntion, cnd ottomptod to porsusdo Krupp to
renufaoture its owm oxporimonmtal guns in ordor to obtein
tvo roally indeopondent compotitivo tondors; Dr.Rittor who
was thon dirootor of Artillory Dovolopment, firmly ro joctod
this proposal, howowor, roforring to tho Vorsailles Troeaty,
amd particularly in complianco with o prohibition

- 25=
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o¥prossly loid down by tho haad of tho firm, Horr Gustsy
Krupp von Bohlon und Ellbaﬁht
Sinoa Rhoimmotnll, as oxplained abovo, had to manufacturc
tho oxporimontel guns for Krupp, roprosommtativos of Rhoin-

motall woro rogularly onllod upan %o attond the firing cnd
mobilo tosts with those Krupp guns, with tho rosult thot

this (Rhoimmo+r1l) firm hed continuous and curront infor-
metim of tho porformonco of tho guns mado by tho compati-
tim. Contrarily, tho Krupp roprosontativos woro not cd-
mitbod at all, or ot most on & vory modost sealo, to tho
Rhoinmotall gun oxporimcnts.
Indood, Krupp co-operctod satisfoetorily throughout at tho
Novel Ordnmmoo Branch with its highost oxecutive of many
yoars sorvico ocnd with tho Roforonton for hoavy nowval ar-
tillory; mony of thosc oxparts for light nevel artillory,
howover, woro opposod to Krupp. Thus it happonod that tho
Krupp firm rocoived far loss favorable dosign deta as
compared to Rhoinmotall through analogous ordors, without
which dotn a:usgful sdlution could hardly be achieved.
(5 om tripoddsck flak of 1942/43). It was difficult for
Krupp, in oconnoctian with en ordor rocoived during the wor,
to obtain ony design data ot all, TThon, loter, o model
of a turret was finishod, it was ovon more diffieult to
porsundo tho responsiblo Roforant for light nevel artillory
o inspoct tho turrot (1941/42 10,5 om Doublo-flok turrot).
by
Apert from the forogoing, Krupp was ofton eallod up ofy/tho
Nevy during tho lost world war to carry out protrected
spooinl dovolopments cnd singlo pioco manufacture, whoroas

othor firms wore cssigned tho simplor, but moro profitablo

sorinl manufacturos.

At Krupp ono constantly hed tho improssion during tho
-26-
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thirtiee, with rospoet to the Amy Ordnence Brench, that the
lattor wns co- operating moro olosoly with othor firms thon
with Irupp. Tho Branch officos secmod to have boon filled

with distrust townrds Krupp, bocouse thoro woro & number of
mon in high oxooutivo positians of tho firm who woro'/‘fto:;aign
“bern - . : and oly lator acquired Gorman citizonship. As ono
officor of the Army Ordnanco Branch verbally informod a gontlo-
mon of tho firm at thot timo, in ono ocaso participation of
Krupp roprosmtatives in an oxporimont of tho Ordnonce Bramch
was rojootod bochuse thoy woro mombors of a dopartmont of tho
plant whioh had formerly boon mancgod by & foroigner. Both
Krupp mon schodulod to porticipoto had, in eddition, nomos
which soundod foreign (Tofnuto ond Fry), which strongthonod

tho distrust, (About 1935, distrust of the oxporimontal statim
in rogard to tho tosting of rofractory mtorials). At Krupp

ono also hnd tho impro ssim/%ﬂgtgon'blpmn of tho Branch offico

woro ovor-ocautious in thoir convordations.

thot
Tho frot is/tho officos of the Offieos of tho Ordnance Brench

woro instruoted by a spocial dircotivo to rostrict thomsolvos
to tho most ossontinl points of tho businoss in hand in disous-
sions with Krupp porsomnel, mnd to rofrain from rovecling

plons and now idocs, o diroctivo which likewiso contributed

to tho erontim of cnimosity against tho Krupp firm in many

officas of tho Army Ordncnee Bronch.
To this somo distrust may bo attributed tho foet that tho

Army Ordnaneo Brench roquostod information in e perticular
onsa of Artillory Dovolopmont as to why Artillory Dovolopmant
had not loamod of en oxporimont vhich tho Amy Ordnenco

Branoh hhd trensforrod to anothor offico of tho firm.(About
1937: lionufacture of 3,7 enm hord-coro (Hartkorn-) sholls in

THdia) . .
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It is elso a fact thet importent oxporimon;:s which could
bast hava ’_noon carried out et tho Krupp firm with its rich
gxpor:}onoo! ﬁoro lcc;ph socrot from Krupp and woro assignod to
othor, loss sudtablo firms (0.g., guide rings of sintor iron).
In numcrous othor instencos, the irmy Ordnanco Branch kopt
now arns dovolopmonts socrot from Krupp’which it condtotod
with othor firms.
22,) Tho hig;ho# authoritios of L-llek, tho Ordnance Branch of the
Air Forco, woro strongly inimical to Krupp. Placing the
Erupp firm at & disadvantago wont so far, that in tho caso
. of oo ordor which wont to Krupp and Rhoinmotall for compo-
titivo roasons,tho Krupp firm rocoived tho design ordor a
full yoor aftor Rheinmotall, (15 e flak pioco). In anothor
oosa, in which tho two firms rocoived idontical dosign or-
dors, both firms worc given ordors for ono oxporimontal
battory onoch aftor domonstration of the oxporimental guns.
Thon tho battorios wero finishod, ;bho Kr’up’pudosign was ro=-
jootod on tho basis of the allogodly oxcossion tra jootory
' . of tho gun (which of course was no difforont from tho ox-
porimontal gun), whorons at tho samo timo tho conditions
wore droppod in tho caso of Rhoinmotall in so far as thoy
had not boon filled by this (Rhoinmotall) firm. In this mon-
nor Rhoimmotall emorgod as tho vietor in tho compotition.
(10.5 en flak 38).
23.) thon in 1936V Dr.Erich iuellor from tho Roich Railway Sor-
vico was placod in chergo of Artillory Dovolopment, thoro
s ruoh ostrangement in tho circles of tho Ordnanco Bramch
of ficos; tho appointmnmt of a “$ochnician® had boon oxpooted,
and 1% hod boon cnticipotod that somo ono from thoir own
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would receive the post. The estrangement grew when
Dr. llueller bestowed a lot of attentiom particularly
upon the promotion of foreign business. The Ordnance

Branch offices conseguently felt that they were being

negleoted.

Essen, 20 March 1948. .
(signed:) Georg Grassmam.
Sworn to and signed before me by Herr Georg Grassmenn,
nown to me to be the person making the above affidavit.

Essen, 20 llarch 1948.

(signed:) H. Link
- Link -

Attorney-at-Law.
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