WT BOOK I, KRUPP
LRUPP LOCTHHT fo, ol

PRUEPORP  F ot

I, ¥ritz Gerhard K3.¥T, 63 years of =ge, resident at Gssen, -

Kaupcnstrasse 91, &m awarc that by making a false affidavit

I rcnder myself Iiable to munishment, I declare on oath that

my shetement is truc =nd was made to be submitted as evidence
before the Military Tribunal in the Palacc of Justicoy

Tuernberg,

Having been emgl&ycd by Kruop since 1 July 1902, I then worked
from the sutunn of 1905 onwerds in the Historical Department which
wag founded =% this timo; its chief tesk was to colloct and trace
basie material for a contensry publication, =nd te write this
document,

In 1921, t'ne management of tho Zistoricel Department was thon
trensforred to me, as keeper of the aréhives for the firm of

dricd. Lirusp. 4% the seme time I organized end was in charge of
the Krapp Femily archivos "auf dem Hucgel' near Tssen, which

wes £5artod in 1906. 1 wes resoonsible for hendling all matters
con’serning Krupp 2nd von Bohlen und Helbach family history..
O#1 1 October 1946 I was retired.

In the position which I held for many years, using the archival
material of the firm end femily of Erupo as a basis, I
cooperated in the ﬁriting of the following books on the family

and works history of Trupp and von Bohlen und Halbachi

1) Kruspo 1812/1912, Centenary Publication,
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2)#ricdrich Krupp, the Tounder of the u9st~ot6 1 Jactory, in

Letters ~nd Documents by 7ilheln Berdrown,
%) alfred Lrupp (Biogrsohy) 2 volumecs, by Tilhelm 3ordrow,
\ ot ; 14 -
4) Lottors by alfrod Irupn 1826-1887, by Tilhelm Bordrown,

5) ditto, “mglish odition, translzted by &
by Viector Gollancz, London 193C

Dickes, oubdblished

6) The Erupp Yemily in “ssen, from 1587-1887, by ¥ilhelm 3crdrow,
llustrations by Fritz Gerhar
\ e v 0 3 R T s Ta ., E . &

7) The Temily von 3Bohlon und Helbach by Jilhelm Zerdrow, with 1
suoplement by Zritz Gerherd Xreft,

8) Alfred “rupop snd his Iin, by Wilhelm Berdrow, lst odition
Berlin 1537,

9) aitto, 2 suvplements by Tilhelm Berdrown end = Tritz Go orherd
Eraft, Berlin. 1943.

3ased on my knowledge and exverionce im the sohere of ruwop femily

end work's history, and heving refsrred to the documents subse-

guently mentioncd:

1) Tork's liegezine Erunp 1936/37,

5) Tist of cenon menufactured by the cast-steel factory =nd thoe
Grusomwerk, . from 1847 to 1912, Publication for the inside
business. eircle of the Fried, Frupp Firm,

2) The Lrupp Firm in the #dorld Jar znd in thc >0st war weriod,

2 volumes 1914/19, 1919/1926, by 7ilhelm Serdrow
I declarc the following with regerd to the develooment of the

Tricd. Krupp Firm end its sctigities in tho sphere of »roduction

*_J

both of Descetime and wartime maberis

The firm of Fried. Krupp, cast-stecl factory in ssson, was founded
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as & steel works in 1811, at the time of the Naﬁoleonic conti-
nontal dblockade, The goal set a2t thet timc was to achleve a

product cguel in value to that of "nglish steel, and to »ut it

on the merket, From the timo of the firm's insuguration Zrupv
always held the develoament of stceel to ba of decisive valued
from hig world famous eruciblic cast-stesl to the modern clectro-

stcel,

In. the first decedes of the small factory's cxistonco,’priﬁci-
n2lly tennerg! tools, minting dies, aﬁd cest~stesl rollers were
manufrctured. At tost time 4lfred YIUPP achieved 3/4 of his
turnover from the lattor, Then the railwey system began, tho
ficld of work shiffed to mest the requirvménts of traffic.

From the end of the eighteen-forties and on, springs and axles
besides ship-—shefts and tool-steel wore menufactured in steadily
growing guentities. Until the middle of the eighteén-gixtics,
aovout 7000 railway springs were delivered anmually, in 1905
more then 100,G00 ner annum.

Alrcady in the beginning of the eighteon~fifties the neme of
LRUPP beceme known a1l over the-world, due to the. discovery of
the so-celled Beondege -~ seamless forged wheel rims for railways.
Zor his trade-merk he chose the "Threc Rings", i.d. threc

rings nlsced over one ancther,

sfurthermore, in the cighteocn-fifties snd cightesn-sixbios,

>

large deliveries of chining mills, spocn »nd cutlery mills

')

were made, emong other »plsces to France, nglend, Fussia and
dollend. The mint in Philadelphia zlso scquired large deliverics

of rollers. Since the end of the cighteen-forties, TYRUPP hed

4'

his own sgency in ¥Vew York, nemcly the firm of Thomas PROSSIR,

i
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which schieved a large turn-over vaztigularly from railroad

matorials — throughout soveral generstions,

2]
O
B
o
&
el

In about bthc yeer 1860,-KPBPP'was the first cntrenrsncu
Gontinont to introduce the "nglish Bessemor process. =dded o » :
this, a8 = further @roduct thare ceme the steel rail which soon
cepturcd the world market, Apout thig timc blocks of stecl
weighing 20 toms wore cast, shin shafts, snd cast wieccos for
merine construction were manufactufed ag woll as boilors,

Thae for e wericd of =bout 50 yoars,  TRUPP prodnctiﬂh sorved

nasceful Hurncscs, Cnly sfier this did ~lfred KRUPR go over to

the menufscture of guns to =ny greab extent. The menufacture

of artillery was 2 natursl comnsequence of tie stesdy imorovement

in crucidble cest-stecl, new wossibilities for the wtilization

of which wcre continuslly being sought, It wes not FRUPP =lone

who in 1844 offered the first experimentel tube made from his

cast—stcel $o the Prussian minister for Jar, The s=mo offer

wasjmad@ éimultanenusly by the 300humor'Vcroin. If, in this

menncr, sfter years of the most costly Experiments, alfrod

FIUEP st lost schioved success, thon this wes due to his ’
stubborn pursuit of his vplens snd his unmestched technical
knowledge, The Jochumer Varein did not wroceod éﬁy furthor
boyond a fow smell deliveries of guns,

I

3

the yoers when it wes Doing fought to introduce ¢ost-sboC L

w

rtillory,. the rosults of sesccbime wroduction along, slroady

offorcd the fachory = vossibility of further dovelopment, : =

The memufecturc of the rail-rosd wheol rim wes for many

vyears tho source from which Alfred XRUFP drevw the meens for

,
[
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the cxtonsion of his factory snd the subsidies which throughout
many ycar% he had to invest in the manufabture of guns. Only

in 1847, which was 36 yoars aftor the URUSP factory was foundod,
was the first canon tubc delivercd tol Prussia.. In 1849 it wes
subjocted to trials. The contimuously incroasing toughncss of the
Stecl gave risce to the ides of using it for artillery pursoses,
end in the course of time, the artiliery srmemont of many statbos
took on =an eﬁtirely new devcelopment duc to the invention of the
cast-stccl cenon by LRUPP,

Thoreforc inm practice, herdly any wer material was oroduced during
the first fifty yesrs of the foctemvls existonce. Its production

at thet time was coxtremoly hesitesmeswand legging, It wes osly 2t

the boginning of the cighteen~sixtics that lerge orders began to

come in, after Prussis ordered the first 300 guns in raw casts

s

rohen Guessen); KRUPP only delivered 24 of these as finishod
guns, while the large romaining part of the order was completed

m

in Berlin fectories. From 1847 %o 1859 the a2r41llery delivered by
' 1o
KRUPP to forzign countrics amountcd /97 viceces, end that delivered

t0 Prussiz and the German Federal Statcs to 45 guns snd 276 inzots.

These figures give = cloar picture of the very smell vercontage
of wer material menufsctured in the vlant in tho cighteen—

fiftics, in provortion to tho over-all production,

In 187C or theresbouth , ERUPP »gsin the first in this rospoct,

introduced the Siemens—ikartin process into Germany,
e i

From the middle of the eighteen-sixtics snd on, ZRUPP added his:

own seurees of rew meterizal to the works; as an indispcunsable

- 10 -
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fector in meebing the ever increasing demend for high quality
stocl, end theorsby ecquired = gound basis for the swpoly cf
cosl 2nd ore, Towsrds the c¢nd of the 19th conturypwith the

~

1dce of vprocuring an sssurcd mark:t for the .sele of 00st~st“~1

Urooucts, > dacky=rd wes 2lsc sequired, the Gormani sworft in
Kicl, ~ad in =2dditicn to this, =n imoortent machine factory,

the Grusonwerk in Magdeburg, To oxbend the raw iron foundation,
the rlvarlph—ﬁlfrud”iuwttw weg Csteblis shed in Rheinhsuson

ot tho beginaing of this ccafury, blast furn=ce works with
stocl works =nd rolling mills, To = lsrgor cxbent than hitherto,
the §roductién of the works wes scld ﬁot only in the form of
finished »nroducts bubt also as somi»finishc@broducts in. tho

~

form of btlocks =nd ber iron, From 1850 to 1856 ,thus in 2 time

th

occupicd 2lmost exclusively with oroduction for saacetime
purnoses, the number of work:rs in the factory rose from 250 to
more than 1000. Turing thesc y srg, » hemmer works, 2 rolling
mill, the first pudddling works, an iron foundry, the first

mecheniesl workshop and the bendsge Tol 1ling mllk sme inte bei

211 of thom being workshops which wors walinly used to Hrocuce
reil-rosd meterials. In the seme period, the buillt-up arca of

the fectory increzscd from C,4 to 3 hectaras (L hs =1 b,\tC
sg-motors), o1l bhis et a time when tho marufacture of guns

wae still e£ its cerliest stezc snd sleyed 2 completely subsidi-
ery pert in the foctory!s wroluction, At thed time, tho produc—
tion of meeg tlmo material wes of considoratly greator imporfance
then the slow ora:vs which wezo roecived ot home and shroad

for gun tubes. In the rear 1864 the reil rolling mill was

complubud =nd almost simultancously =2 socond Bessemer Torks

was put’ into operation,



N

DOCUMENS BOOK I, KRUEP
KRUPP DOCUMENT N, L

"Y“’- TR

L Daak ot ol arkia.

Up to 1871 the faotory had produced roughly 7400 guns, g;gmgdggg;on'
which %ould not have been sufficient for»tne’maintenaﬁgg of the
plant. In the war 1870/71 the Prussian field gum, it is prue,

was made of Krupp ecast-stecl, hub is éOnsﬁruct%Oﬁ Wa;‘baSOQ on
designs by the Pruésian artillery authorities,

It was only tho new field gun, introdmecd after the Fyonch Gormen
war, that was constructed by Kruwpp, It wag mrobably the sipge

of Motz and Paris that prompted the Gérman Artillery Chiofs

to take 2 grostoer intoroest than hitherto im "hosvy artilloxy™,
But cvep thon Xrupp was given Gorman orders to a moderabe

cxtent only:

1872 182 viccos of 15 em slege guns

1873 30 ot ditto
1874 100 " ditto
1878 5 aisto

1877 25 " ditto

1878 28 " disto

Furthormore 227 15cm, 21 cm, and 28 om coastal artillemy guns
were ordorcd from KRUPP in 1872/73, °

From 1854 to 1866 the orders rccaivn@ from PruSS;a;ani the Gormen
Fodorsl States amounted to oply 161 128cm and 15 cem guns, From
1867 to 1871 n@~heavy guns a% all worc ordercd from Xbupp by
Prussia and the Germen Fodersl Stetes, The mentality =nd idoas of
© Alfred XRUPP under whose guidancc'the-factory jook up andiéarrie@
out tho producfion of gune, are kpown to me from thousends of hig

writings. Fone of these documents contaln any grounds on which

= 12 =
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to basc the suppositisn that Krupp advocated the war as a means

[l

of policy or oven Furthorﬁd ites oubbresk, The contrary is thoe

casc. This is shown by the following letter addressed by Alfred
KRUPP to Aloxsndor von HUMBOLDT on 4 Jenuary 18583 ’
... I should like to make a br;ef reference to our activity
hore. The latter consists mainly of the manufacturc of axles

' sﬁafts, end springs for railways and stoam boats, Apart from

these tools for pescetime traffic the tools of war, "guns" are
béing considered toc, To obtaiﬁ the groatest possible indestructi-
biiity is the task; for the former in the interest of safoty

‘of life and property, for the latter in the intorest of groator

dostructive capacity. lhc former is morc important and has %o

o b i e and i W £ O b e Rt e ey

ma“ntaln us.

I cultivete the latter in the interest of progross, under greab
sacrifices, and it will #nly achieve any.vglue for me whon I can

,sorve the fathorland in times of emergency. Bub for the sake of

e e £ 1 o e e e e e e

the bleossing of pesce I willingly renounce such an OpDortunlty

g e e e et e tm ety Ve e iy e s o o e et o i v i . e S S e W S0 Mo s o o 2t b e i i P e o o P e S S s g ey e £ e

e et e e e £ e S ST I e PR S S e e T st A X o Wl S2 NI L

SQtlgfactlnn of doing so. ¥

o e s e

Krupp's gun supplics to other countries were more cxtensive than
those t0 PrussigaGormany. From 1847 to 1912, Krupp's total
production for. Prussia, the Germsn Tedersl States and the Gorman
Navy smountod to 26424 guns, %.c, an annual aversge of 400

pleces,

H
ot
[€x]

1
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Deliveriss for foreign countries were: from 1854’t5 1812

28 247 guns,

thet is a yearly average of g ; 478 gunss
I have no fighres 2t hand regarding the production @flgthcr way
material befbre World War I; T know however, tha?nge ggntr%fqgal
Egigz’pﬁhpggduction during the deoa@es'éefore Wbyld War I was the

manufacture of peace-bime material.

glso under Alfred Arupp'§wsqg and sus@esfgfvﬁféfdrioh_ﬁlﬁred drupp
(deoeased 1§O?E,>§E§mgﬁgﬁgqed ouantitiegmofdg?ggi wergLsoIdﬂto a
large sxtent }n the f@rmwoﬁﬂsggats, rails agd”bille§§, 1.8 for
ngeg—timé purposes. The jncreasing world‘?raffio raiséd the orders
for railroad and shipbuilding material, as Sygs, for large-size

'\ 3 > >
shefte and crenkshafts. The delivery of highequality material was

now as ever %he uppermost aim.

With respect to the further development of the artillery armament
of the Yerman arnmy and, in articulay, the Germen nav ths firm of
Y L ¥

arupp played a leading part. The orders of the navy, amounting to

an average of 46 million RM during the last decade before World

i
1

War I, represented by far the largest part of »rupp's deliﬁaries'
for uermanyx while the ordérs for the army amounted on the average
to only about 30k of that smount, During the last period before the
war 191%/13, however, the ordsrs of the navy had decréased so much

thet since the sutumn off 1913 even Lhe pumbey @f workers of the wars

. . . N ..
meterial plants was decreasing. The- or ers ®f the “erman navy

- 14 =
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called in 181l for 186 guns, in 1912 only for 81, those of the
army ‘in 1911 for 139 guns, in 1912 only for 88. '~

The mobilization program of 1914 provided for the following

production by d&rupp:

oo

00 guns and field-howitzers for tne army. artillery,.
144 torpedo-boat guns‘for the navy, with & delivery date up to
)

29 months;

plus a small order for ammunition.

Tasse mobilizatiog'ordérs required no essential changs with,
respect to the current dispositions of the plants.

In spite of the good relations existing bstween Alfrsd Srupp
and the "old Aais;}h'ﬂilhelm I - proven by different visits of
“ilhelm I to the factory, his dscided‘iﬁtervenfionvfor Lrupp, where
the %ulfglment of justifieé wishes was éénoernsd, furthsrmore by A1~
fred drupp's reports on audiences hel&;_and last but not lsast, by
lettors of the aaiscr to Alfrod “rupp and hhs wife vertha =~ there
does not exist 6ne¢ word in éroof of the fact that srupp had
somehow been the co~instigator or abettsr of a war. The $2me
applies in my opinien to tﬁe attitude of the firm of!irupp béfore
World War I, dowsver, the fact that the firmyfor patriotic reasons,
aided its home-country witn all its powers, when the war had broken

oub,.is. a matter of coursc.

That the family of “rupp did not act out of sheer cupiditX
is shown by the fact that from the profit of 1914/15 the family

demanded for itself enly an amount, which

e
¥
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wa.s equal to that of the last peace year, Of the remaining amount
of 23,7 millien marks, 20 million marks were transferred to the
Yational Foundatien in the form of a srupp foundation for the sur-
vivors of persons killed in the war, While the rest of 3,7 million:

marks was denated to war welifarc.

Yf the entire profit of the 5 war ve.rs 1914/17, which did net
surpaés the nermal emount, = the year 1917/18 closed with & rela=
tively small surplus - legs than one half was used fer payment of
dividends, the rest was applisd to the interior strengthening of
thg entorprise, fer war victim§ and wap contributions and for pur-

poses conccrning empleyees, During ths first half of the war of

W

1914/18 “rupp then, as before, delivered large quantitiss of

rolled and structural products, hesaviest undercarriages for heavy

locomotives, meterial for the constructian of steam beilers and

machines. Only the years of 1917/18 brought the intensive conver-

sion of the plants to the nesds of armament production, How little

such o conversion corresponded to the real interests of the frupp

femily is shown by the great dif. iculties, which “rupp sxpsrienced

. ¢ s o . i - fe e b s L e e w b

on the occasion of the cenversicn to psacestime production after

the conclusion of World War I.

m

hess werc of such magnituds that
they repeatedly almest ruined the »rupp firm. 4%t that ftime it was

only with the greatest difficulby and effort that the situation

could be evercoms, partly by means ef outside financing,

Viewed as a whole, my statcments in respect of “rupp will

show a different plcture from that of a mere producer of war
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matsrial. That the propaganda and the outside werdd ??llaavllgp%d
irupp the "cannon king“'is an exaggeratibn. This denoﬁination
originates from ths following note of a Berlin nowspaper of the
period around 1864: "The cannon king arupp has arfived at Barlih
and is staying at the detel Royal." alfred arupp sent this note to
nis wife at Esssn with the remarks: "Here you 8ee who you ares Lhey

rcally ought to leave us alone " \AL°rva syypp biography, volume 2,

P’

page 55
“hen Alfrod Arupp was 50 yoars of 3z¢ (26 april 1862), he
wrots to his wife: "fleasc God that we .11,, shall be able To be
of use to many people.“ (Alfred'&rupp biOgraphy, velums 2, page
39). lio man who sonfuses the conccption of work Vlth the ability

to become rich weuld speag in this ways

Essen, 14 February 1948.

Fritz Yerhard Lraft.

Wo 209 ef tne Dooument Rculstur for 1 48

PIRSRTSSIRE Lt S b A _....__ e et

T herewith attest the above s*gn&turv of lr, Fyitz Ysrhard
Xraft, of Essen, saupenstra.Ol.
Bssen, 18 february 1948,

™ Uy, Rust

S tamp - Aftorney 28
‘ officially op01ntva deputy of the
notary Ur talter pallas, Bssen,

o

Fees:

e————

Value Rk 3.00047

Fou according te article 144, 26, 39,
feich Fee Regulations Riw 4,00
Turnover Tax 3% KM 0,12

R 4, 12

Notary's Deputy:

Dy, fust



