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FOKEIGN CIVILIAN WORKERS AND CONGENTRATION
CAMP INMATES

After weighing the evidence the Tribunal finds that
the facts on this aspect of the case s summarized by the
prosecution have, in essence, been proven.

During the war, Dutch, Belgian and French workers
employed in uermany were referred to as Western workers.
The C.echs in many ways were treated by the Krupp Firm

like Western workers, although upon some occasions they
g

were subjected to the sawe mistreatment s so-called

‘Bastern workers. Among the Western workers, & distinction

-

was made’betweenf"free" labor and "convict" labor. The
"free" workers were treated better than all of the other
classes ofvlabor with which we are concerned here. They
had better rations and wore liberty. They were, however,
not free to leave their work and were also otherwise
deprived of many basic rights. The employment of those
foreign workers who eptered and stayed in the employ of
the Krupp organizastion on a genuinely voluntary basis was,
of course, not reprehensible. But an ever-increasing
majority of the "free workers" were compelled to sign
contracts;vand 1f they refused to do so, they were liable
to be sent to penal cemps. At the end of their contractural
period of employment, the "contract® was-unilaterély consid«-
ered renewed. If one of them failed to report for work, he
was treated as "slacking", and also deprived of the small
and inéufficieﬁt foodlratipns. Often, they would be reported
to the Gestapo. Those who left their ewploynient with the
Krupp Firm were charged with "breach of‘contraot" and
requently were sent tc & punishment camp mainﬁained‘by
the Gestapc. In the punishment cémps, tﬁey were treated
very badly. Their fationS“there were the sawe as those

given to Eastern workers. They were confined behimd barbed




wire; their umoveients were severly restricted; they were
beaten frequently, and the distances they were required
to walk to and from work were long. They were mistreated
in many other respects, such as being denied packeges

and letters, forbidden to attend religious services,

and given no pay.

Until the Spring of 1942, only certain groups of so-
called Western wcrkers were actuslly compelled to go into
Germany. At that time, Sauckel's Labor lcbilization
Program became effective, and compulsory labor laws were
enacted in the occupied countries. As stated in the
International Military Tiibunal Judgment (ILT), the
yfollowing appears:

"Sauckel's instructions, too were that foreign labor

should be recruited on a veluntary basis, but also

provided that 'where, however, in the occupied terri-

tories, the appeal for volunteers does not suffiee ,

obligatory service and drafting wust under all

circumstances be resorted to.' kules requiring
labor service in Germany were published in all

the occupied territories.”

Wholesale man hunts were conducted sand able-bodied
men were shipped to Germuny as}"convictsﬂ without having
been charged or convicted of any offensg. Many were
confined in a penal cemp for three months during which
time thé& were required to work for industrial plants.

If their conduct met with approval they were graduated

to the status of so-called "free" labor. This was a
misnomer as they were detained under compulsion. As
applied to the Krupp Firm particularly, the taking of
slave labor to Dechenschule and Neerfeldschule penal
camps will be discussed later, as well as théir treat-
ment while there and while employed by the Kiupp Firm.
The Western slave laborers esiployed by the Kiupp Firm
were proeured in various ways. Some had signed centracts
under compulsion; some becafise of their special Skills

had been ordered to go to Gormeny, and others had been
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taken because they belonged to a particular age group.
Some of those who had endesavored to evade compulsory
service referred to ss "éonvicts", with others picked

up in.mamﬁmts” were requffed $0 go to Germany and work
for the Kiupp Firm. Subordinates of the defendant
Lehmann were sent to occupied countries to sedure Workers;
Loeumann went B¢ Paris in 1942 "to take part in the nego-
tiations concerning group recruitwents.® In Uctober, 1942,
Hennig, an employee of the Krupp Firm was sent to France
to assist in "the selection of»the drafted individuals
for nyupp". The number of French workers ewployed by

the Krupp Fizm in the Cust Steel Fuctory at Essen rose

from 293 as of October, 1942 to 5,811 in March, 1943.

7 In a report made by the defendent Lehﬁann and dated
21 chémber 1942, concerning his recent trip to Paris
for the purpose of obtaining French labor to be
"recruited" he said;

"All authorities concerned in Paris and in the
rest of France repeatedly stressed the very great im-
portance of good accommodations for French workers.

Letters in which the French workers complain about bad

- accommodations, treatment, food and shertage of labor

in the factories are® very harmful to the German reoruit-
ing program and are used by the opposition as welcome
propaganda. Factories against which such complaints

future
are made may be excluded from/%llotments of workers.

"Unfortunately such complafnts have alsc been
received concerniﬁg Kiupp. Ducuwentary proof will be
produced. Immediately everything possible must be done
to refute these complaints, and to ensure that no
Justified grounds for complaints exists in the future.”

This clearly indicates that the expressed desire

to improve the living conditions of foreign workers
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was motivated by the fear that future allotments of
workers might not be had if the existing conditions
continued. It was not because of any sympathy for the
workers.

The defendant Lehmann had a Kxupp representative
go to Helland in October, 1942, who rewained there for
two years and reported regularly to Lehmann. The number
of Dutch workers employed by the Kiupp Firm.in Essen ros
from thirty-three in June 1942 to almost 1700 in March
1943. Likewise, a representative of the Kiupp Fiim was
sent to Beolgium. He was in Liwge from where Belgian
workers were sent to Dechenschule.

Ia May 1941, a Dutch concern was required to trans-
fer a group of its workers to work for the Krupp Fiim
at the Germaniawerke at Kicl. The Krupp Firm benefitted
by the program instituted to compel 30,000 workers
skilled in the diron producing trade to go to Geimany..

On the 24th of April, 1942 at the time of the announce-
ment of the Suuckel operation, the Ksiupp Firm filed a
request for 130C skilled Dutch workers, and another
request was filed for a smailer number of skilled workers.
Some Dutch workers who. refused to sign contracts and

go to Germeny were sent to a camp maintained by the
Gestapo in #olland. Frow there, they were shipped to
Gerumany under guard, and afterwards many of thew were
employed as foreign labor by the +rupp Firu.

Dutch workers who attempted to escape from eoméul-
sory service in the Krupp Fiim, were arrested, confined
in the penal camp, and returned to the Krupp Fiim. Iu
Scptember 1942, the Frupp Firm wrote to the Main Depart-
ment of Soveial Administration at Awsterdam, complaining -
that a large number of Dutch workers had not returned from

leave. It was pointed out that the service of these
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by conscription, if necessary,

workers was to be enm
and it was requesﬁﬂ%ﬁ%hﬁt the workers be returned to

Essen. Tuose Du&@h;werkers whe could be érrested were then
sent back to the X, pp Fi.m. Taey were confined in the
penal camp, Nserfelaschule untiliisay had earned the

status of so-calle. 'free™ workers.

Cuech workers sent to Essen for training for work
in the Berthawerke were required to sign contracts. It
they were re&apturedfat the firm's request and first
sent tb a LaLor Egucation camp and wﬁile confined required
to work for the Krupp Firm.

At the Beithawerke, one of the wany large plants
owned and operated by the Kiupp Fini, the slave laborers
were requiréd to work twelve hours deily, and wany had
only every third Sundey off. A witness, Brandejs, was
required at one time, during three weeks to work shifts
of 36 hours each with twelve hours off between each shift.
Tiie food rations furnished to these workers by the Kiupp
Firm at the Berthawerke were grossly inadequate and the
workers had to help to sustain themselves as well as they
could, by food received from their femilies' ..eager supp-
lies at home. Tuey were not afforded sufficient protection
from air raids.

Brutal recrultment drives were conducted in
Belgium in 1944, and many Belgians were treated as
"convicts™, Wuca, after a usual period of three months
of punishment, they became so-called "free workers",
they were given back their clothing, permitted greater
freedom, and were paid wages. Some in this class were
employed by the Kiupp Fiim.

Penal camps were meintained by the Krupp Figm at

Grusonwerke, at Friedrich Aiired Huectte and at Essen.
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Those at Essen were known as Dechenschule and Nesrfeldschule.
Slave laborers uséd“by the Krupp:Firm who failed to work
sufffedonddyThard,. or who endeavored te- leave their work, were
reported to the Werkschutz and their report was frequently
fbrwardqd to the Gestapo with the request that action be taken.
Those arrested were usually sentenoed 0 serve 56 days in Yabor
discipline cases, and three monthg for violating so-called labor
Tecontracts',.

In 1943 it became apparent that slave laborers reportedinto
the Gestapo for punishment, were not always sent back at the
expiration of their sentences. = In October of that year the
defendant von Buelow made plang and laid down the conditdonsg
for the operation of s benal camp of its own by the'Krupp Firm
b the Gusstahlfabrik. It was planned at first entirely for
Krupp workers,. and to. be operated as long as. convenient. to. the
firm. These regu;ations for the:qperation.of,the~camp by the
defendant von Buelow emphasized the fact that the camp was
primarily for disciplinary purpese. .In January 1944, construction
of the camp was under'way.. Von Buelowvtook,it.uponkhimself to
make sure that iron bars were installed in the windows, that
locks were put on the doors, and that an air raid shelter was
prpvideq for the guards, The camp was in operation in March
1944, After its establishment, it was used as a place of
detention and punishment for Western slave laborers, particularly
Belgians who were sent to Germany asg draft evaders.. . About 90
percent of the inmates were Belgians, the remainder being French,
Italien, Polish,‘Yugoslavian, Bulgarian, Chinese and Algerias.

On some occasions Eastern.workers were‘comﬁitted to the camp
by the Werksghutz of the Krgpp Firm as. punishment.

Many of the so-called Belgian 6cdnvicts"vwere able~bodied
young men who Were,useful as labor, Otﬁers.were those who sought
to escape»slavery in Germany. In a memorandum from the defendant

von Buelow appears the following:
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"I would like to point out that workers from the special
camp may be employed only with my permission - and I have to‘get:
préVious permission from the secret police in charge of tﬁe camp.
it must be remembere&’that;primary requisite in the épecial camp
is to 'educate' the men, the urgency of the work is only sccondary",

Dechenschule was surreunded by-barbed wire and. patrolled by
a guard, The inmates were guarded at all times, even while at
work in the Krupp plants, Upon their arrival, they were told
that they were prisoners, and their heads were shaved, They
were issued convict ciothing, blue suits striped with yellow.
They could not leave the camp without such suits. They were
given wooden shoes which produced sores. One of the inmates of
the camp, a Catholic priest, testified as follows:

TAt 4:30 in the morning the guard would open the rooms,
unlock and shout "Aufstehen" which means "get up". He
would come in with a piece of rubber hose which he would
use for those who were not quick enough for his tastes.
Between 5:00 and 5:10 a.m. there would be the first
mmorning gathering. I wouldn't call it a roll call
because we didn't have any names and any numbers at that
time yet; it was therfore only a gathering and would

not last long. It was simply that so and so many what
they called "Stueck", so and so many pieces of human
‘material would be numbered, pointed out for certain
detachments and as soon as there were sufficient persons
for that detachment, the guard would have them form ranks

and then would march them to the factory section in guestion
in silence.

"The work started at 6:00"a.m. There was an interval
between 9:00 and 9:15 and — that is a.m., another interval
between 1300 2nd 1:30 p.m. and the work would stop according
to the various detachments between 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
after which the detachment would be brought back by the guards

“also in rapks and also in silence, back to the camps.

"Again, there was only a gathering and only the numbers
were called up, that is, not thé numbers of the prisoners,
but they were simply counted %o see that the same number
came back from the detachment as had gone to the detachment.
Then, between 6:00 and 6:30 p.m. before that, first the first
soup distribution and then between 6:00 and 6:30 when all the
detachments had come back from work there would be the evening
roll call, very long, sometimes even endless and only after
that there was the distribution of the second ladle of soup
and also of the bread ration which had to last until the next
evening., Then at 7:30, 8:00 one could go out within the
limits of the camp or else go and wash to the room, but all
that lasted until only 8:3C because a2t 83130, as I stated before,
the guard would come and put lock and chain on the door and
lock us in," :
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Thé inmates were deliberately assigned $0 heavy and dirty
work in plants of the Krupp Firm. The food, comsisting of liquid
and little else at night was inadequate for men performing the
labor required by the inmates. On occasions, the earlier ar?ivals
in the evening would consume the soup, which was often sour and
nothing was left for the others upon their arrival, A witness
who had been confined in the Neerfeldschule penal camp, testified
that inmates ate the mice that infested the camp. Because of the
improper nourishment, at least fifteen died on account of illness
and malnutrition. Mistreatment in the camp was a daily occurrence.
Beatings were a part of the life at Dechenschule. They were usually
administered in the camp cellar. A witness called‘by the defense,
who admitted that he beat inmated said he did so on the order of
the camp commander and deputy camp leader. They were beaten with
a four-odge leather truncheon, three-quarters of an inch thick,
It was furnished by the deputy camp leader. The beaten men were
denied medical asssistance. In fact no real medical facilities
were available to the prisoners. The so~-called dispensary was
a dirty room and was described by 2 witness ag followss

"Besides that, the dispensary was in the barracks, arranged

over another room where inmates also slept, and the dust, the dirt,
and even the excrements contained in the containers for human
necessiﬁiés.would go through the floor and through the wooden
planks into the other room, and therfore the inmates had great
veason to complain®, ***

The problem of the medical care of these men was discussed
at the time with the defendant Lehmamn. They were denied religious.
congolation. As an air raid shelter, they were allowed to use
only a trench, although adequate air raid protection was available
nearby. In consequence, 61 of them lost their lives when the trench
was hit in an air raid and medical assistance was not made available
for more than 24 hours. After the destruction of Dechenschule, the
. penal camp was transferred to Nemrfeldschule. There the conditions
wore worse than at Dechenschule. For example, the credible testimony
of a former inmate was to the effect that the inmates fought for a
dry spot on whiech to sleep at night, and that those who lost Qere

forced to stand on their feet 2ll night. O




Both the Dechenschule and the Neerfeldschule camps belonged
to the Krupp Firm. The inadequate and limited facilities that
existed there were provided by the firm's officials. The firm
was responsible for supplying adequate air raid sheltsrs. The
food was provided by it. The guards were members éf the Krupp
Wérkschutz. The inmates worked in Krupp plants to which they
were assigned by officials of the firm. Their clothes were
prbvided by the firm. Medical treatment was also the responsibility
of the firm. The prisoners were beaten by guards in its employ.

The defendant von Buelow arranged for the confinement in
Dechenschule of foreign workers who had been reported to the heal
of the Werkschutz for lack of discipline or other reasons. Although
the defendants' defenses are discussed elsewhere, it seems advisable
to point out here that in connection with the claim made for the
defendants by their lawyers that the defendants did not act
voluntarily, but under necessity, that the defendant von Buelow,
who was Krupp's chief counter-intelligence officer as well as
head of the plant police, wrote the minutes of a meeting with the
Gestapo on March 14, 1944 concerning Dechenschule. In the minutes
he noted that he had "pointed out %o Kriﬁinalrat Nohles that the
question of labor allocation is decisive for us, and that we woul d
like to secure these valuable French workers for ourselves for
 this reason."

The responsibility for the Dechenschule camp is not limited
to the defendant von Buelow. ZEach of the defendants, except Loeser,
Pfirsch and Korschan, ﬁarticipated in the establishment and
maintenance of the camp., The defendants Janmsen, Houdremont,
Erich Mueller and Alfried Krupp as members of the Vorstand had to
approve the expenditures made for if. The ovidence indicates
that von Buelow discussed its establishment with the directorate.
Moreover the conclusion is inescapable that the then members
know of and approved of the project. The defendants Ihn and

Eberhardt received copies of the minutes of the meeting of a




Special Labor Allocation Officers, in which the establishment
of the camp was announced.,

Food and medical treatment in the camp wers the responsibility
of the Main Camp administration headed by the defendant Kupke.

The camp leader of Dechenschule, Fritz Fuchrer, fegularly attended
defendant‘Kupke‘Sn weekly conferences. The medical care was dis~
cussed by Dr. Jaeger with the defendant Lehmann. Transports of
workers frcm Belgium wefé arranged by the Labor Allocation Office
under the defendant Lehmann, Kupke and Lehmann were both responsible
to Ihn, who rocieved copies of such papers as the medicalyagreement
covering the workers. The conference held on 14 March 1944, in
connection with the treatment and employment of the . immates at
Dechenschule, was attended by représentatives of Kupke's department,
the Main Camp Administration; Lehmenn's department, Lebor Allocation
A and of one of Houdremont's departments, as well as by von Buelow.
Representatives of the same departments attended another conference
on the employmenﬁ of Dechenschule inmates one week later,

The allocation of all foreign workers, including the inmates
of Dechenschule, was the function of Labor 4llocation I, which was
responsible to the defendant Houdremont from the time it was established,
Men from the camp worked in the Farnace Plant, at Rolling Mill I,
at the Sheet Iron Rolling Mill, at the Boiler Plant and other plants
within, the Gusstahlfabrik. Some of them worked in the Main Administra-
tion Building where were the offices of the defendants Krupp, Janssen,
Houdremont, Ihn, Eehmann, Kupke and von Buelow. The defendants
Janssen, Eberhardt, Houdremont, von Buelow, Ihn, Mueller, Kupke and
Lehmann necessarily saw the inmates either at their work or on their
way to and from the camp.

Fritz Fuchrer, the camp leader at Dechenschule, complained to tle
defendant von Buelow that air raid shelters in the camp were not
sufficient in number and quality adequately to protect all of the
inmates, and that for four weeks no protection from bombing attacks

had been provided for them as they were not allowed to leave their
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camps during the raias; The defendant von Buelow was respdhsible
for administrative matters connected with the camp Dechenschule,
subject to the supervision and control of the Gestapo.

As early as September, 1942, plans had been made ! to provide
a special arrest barracks where the punished detainees will be
centrally lodged".

- Fritz Fuchrer who was appointed camp leader of Dechenschule
in February of 1944 by defendant Kupke, complained to Kupke about
the poor quality and insufficiency of the food.

On 12 January 1944, a discussion was had by the Special Labor
Allocation Officefs, The defendant von Buelow éave a lecture during
- this discussion. He said in part as follows:

"Foreigners must be>treated with greater severity for
strictness. For them, punishment away from work is
especially suitable. Dechenschule will become a penal
camp for Bagtern workers and Poles, under the super-
vision of the Gestapo. They are to be cared for by
the Main Administration for the Workers Camps and
Works Security Police, * * * I

He invited Special Labor Allocation officers "to enumerate
especially difficult and dirty work for which these foreigners
may be used in groups of 50-60," Reports were to be made to the
defendant von Buelow. He also said, "An application for special
1eavé from Italian civilians is prima facie untrus tworthy™ .

Civilians from Poland and Russia were first brought to Essen
in large numbers in 1942. In January 1942, the Gusstahlfabrik
employed five Russians and sixty-seven foles. In April 1942,

819 Russians and 462 Poles were employed. By the end of the year,
the Gusstahlfabrik employed 5,787 Russians and 1,046 Poles. In
October, 1944, 3535 Russiens and 1,210 Polish workers were employed.
The decline in the number of Eastern workers from 1943 until the
end of the war was qaused.particularly by the evacuation of
sections of the Gusstahlfabrik, and the workers were taken to

other plants of the Krupp Firm, Eastern workers were also employed

‘in the Krupp plants Elmag, Suedwerke, Berthawerke, at the Friedrich

Alfred Huette and at the Germaniawerke.




On 1 July 1942, the Krupp Firm had pending a request for
8819 workers, although it had received 6844 wérkers includiné 3439
Russians during the pfeceding two months. In requesting these
workers, the firm advised the labor allocation authorities that
there were no "substantial difficulties concerning billeting®,
and complained that the allocations to them had been insufficient.
Invconseéuence, Sauckel, the Plenipotentiary for Labor Alloecation,
was directed "to allocate to firm Krupp 3 -~ 4,000 moré workers in
entire convoys from those Russian civilian workers presently
arriving in Defense District VI", Upon their arrival at Bssen
workers were assigned to different shops and factories of Gusstahl-
fabrik. They were employed in the Foundries, Rolling Mills and
Forges which, as part of the "Steel Plants" were at that time
subordinate to the defendant Korschan; the "Machine Plants" and
General Machine Construction where finished armaments were made
and the Locomotive Plant. The latter shops, as part of the
“Machinery Plant" were subordinate to the defendant Erich Mueller
after the reorganization of the Vorstand in March 1943. At that
time, the defendant Houdremont, who had previously been Korschan's
deputy, took over the Foundries, inecluding the "Steel Plants",’
formerly under the supervision of Xorschan. Eastern workers
continued to be employed in the Gusstahlfabrik until the occupa tion
by the_Ailiéd troops. The Krupp Firm sent an emplyee to Poland to

- select workers who should be recruited for Krupp service.

The Eastern workers and the Russian prisoners of war were
treated worse than all other classes of foreign workers, with the
exception of concentration camp victims and the inmates of "labor
education camps". TUpon arrival, they were put under guard behind
barbed wire in very bad camps; they were brought back and forth
to work under guard. On alternate Sundays, particularly deserving
Eastern workers were allowed to take walks under- the supervision of

a German guard. They were compelled to wear distinguishing badges.
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The food was of very poor quality and not sufficient in amount,
They were required to work very hard and received very little
compensation. Some of these conditions improved as time went on,
others did not improve but, on the contrary, became worse. The
treatment of the Fastern-workers was inhumane,

The status of Eastern workers was declared to be that of priscnerns.
The defendant Ihn, in a memorandum to the works managers dated 13
March 1942, stated, "The Russian civilian workers are to be. treated
in the same way as prisoners of war. Any sympathy is false pity,
which the courts will not accept as an excuse," Again, on 29 November
1943, theidefendant Im advised the plant managers thet "Eastern
Workers and Poles are subject to obiigatory service for an unlimited

period",

~

At first only a very few were permitted to leave the camp on
glternate Sundays under guard. In 1943 this was changed, and Fastern
workers who could obiain passes from the camp management were allowed
to be out until dusk. Later this privilege was restricted or revoked.
In October, 1943, 6ver a year after the Eastern workers arrived, the
defendant Ihn sent a circular té the phants advising that Bastern
‘workers should be escorted to and from work by guards exqept when
trustworthy Eastern workers, appointed "troop leaders" are available.
He pointed out that the number of such workers and the name of the
Btroop Leader! must be indicated upon a written application made out
in triplicate. On 26 May 1944, the defendant, von Buelow, gave
substantially the same instructions to 2 KruPp employee.

Ag further indication of the direct control had by the Krupp
Firm over the activities of the Eastern workers, refernce is made to a
memorandum by the defendant Ihn in September 1942 in which he said,
YFastern workers, whose conduct and output in the plant are good
and whose behavior in the camp is blameless may be allowed once in
a while to go out under supervision, If possible they shall be led

out every sccond Sunday, *¥**
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"Only reliable members of the working force ** may be chosen
as escorts, Further instructions are laid down in a direetive
which will be issued to the escorte by the workpolice., * *

; The defendént von Buelow voluntarily aided in the restrictions
placed upon these unfortunate people. This is hown by a
memorandum form him %o the defendants Lehmann and Kupke, dated
22 October 1943 in which he said, "It is indeed very depl orable
that the general order which prohibits vieits to Germen stores
by Bastern workers is being violated so frequently, In any
case we should hold to the rule that on their way to and from‘

work the detachments remain in cloged ranks and that then visits

to stores cannot be made. "
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“TheReéich Group Industry on 4 June 1947, by letter for-
warded to the District Group Northwest of the Economic Groun
Iron Producing Industry to its members saic:s "Camps will not be
fenced in with barbed wire, Where barbed wire has teen used it

will be removed," Notwithetanding this, on 4 August 1942, the

 defendant von Buelow sent to the Krupp Housing Administration

throvgh the defendant Lehmann, after an inepection of the
Eastern workers campfat Spenlestrarse, instructions that, "The
barbed wire fence should be made much stronger." 4 month later,
Dr. Beusch, a sgbordinate of the defendant Losser, recognized
the official instructions jn the following words, "The fencing
in of +the Eastern workers! barracks with barbed wire is in-
admissable, Same must be dispensed with in the future so that
po obﬁ;ctions vill be raired, The removal of the eristing
barbed-wire fenczs will be discussad at the next meeting.”

The defendsnt von Buelow, however, continued to oppose
tha removal of the barbed wire fencee, Even Hitler exrressed
hie surprire that "The ¢ivilian Rueeians ar; kent behind
harbed wire fences like rriconers of war."

On 25 Anril, 1042 a decree wae icrued by Himmler, Chief of
the Geetapo and the SS, in which it was stated that the camps
must not be enclosed with barbed wire, and that barbed wire
alreaéy in uee for this nurnose‘must be removed unliess no other
wire can be mrocured., As late as March 1943, the Zastern
workars! camps under the Main Camp Administration of the Krump
Firm were. etill surrounded by barbed-wire fancss,

Tha camps in vhich the Eastarn worksrs were confined were
ovarscrowded, verv dirty sn? inadecua*e in meny wave, Although
the Krupp Firm represented to the labor allocation authorities
in July 1942 that thare were no "sﬁbétantial difficulties cone
cerning billeting", it was not rrepared in the Fall of that yesr
to take care of the forsign workers brought to Esren at its own
reriect, Long before the damage eaured by the Allied air raids
on Escen, the housing of the slave laborers by the Krupn Firm

of Beren wos totally inadecuate,
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On one occasion, the Ministrv of Armament and Munitions
was advieed by the Krupr firm that the latter could billet
2000 workers rerested. The dav after this, the derartment of
the Krupp Pirm reeponsible for housing the workers inforped the
building office that fthe riserable conditions at Camp Spenlé-
strasca have reacted a stage vhich could hardly be surpasced.”
Thie cordition war Aue to the fact that Bastern workers were put
into the camps hefore the camps were finishad, and while: they
lagked toilets, washrooms an® other cesentials, As noted by
the Aefendant von Buslow in August 1042, at Smalienstrarcee,

"Por approximatsly 150 in tha camp there ie fust one latrine
and ope toilst availakle," The washing an’ lavatorv facilities
for the women's camps were still incormplste, after the Eastern
worers had moved into the Spenlestracee camp and‘wbich then
housed over 1400 paopla, More workers wers placed in the camps
than thev could accommodate. Some of the E.etern workers om-
ploved by the Krupp Firm were housed in tents, notwithstanting
the cold weathar, and others were in hubs without anv heat,

The Jives of the workers wiere constantly in jeonardy,
Al+though ons cam~ wse cestroved four times between March 1944
and the snd of the war, the Rastern Workers vwsre kept in it
during that %ime»becau?e the plant management desired thet
foreign workers be at thair working places for the duration of
a1l ¢hifts. This lack of nrotection against air raids resulted,
of course, in *the death of many of the Eastern workers, and,
in fact, certain statis‘ics concerning thes; deaths were made
by the Kruop Firm,

In June 1944, approyimatelv one thoueand of the Eastern
workere 1iVéd in a Krupp camp yaforrad to ae Voarda, An ecusl
pumber lived at Luescharhof, 2 Krupn camp within the rremises of
Gusstahlfabrik, and in Krupp camps attached directly to the
plente in w-ich they worked, such as, Machine Copstructior 10,
Machanical Workehop 2 and Armor Construction 4. Another thou-
sand 1iv~d at Rabenhorst and Frintrop Ost, alego run by the Krupp

Pirm and both within tha citv Yimits of Eggon, These Enstern
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workers wars moved clossr *o the area of danger from air raids
and ware made mart of the target for the inersacingly frement
and eovere alr raide,

The food furnished to the Eastern workers omployed ﬁy
Krupp was daplorabla., It war the same as they gave to the
Ruseian rrisoners of war and rasultad in ondema, dissase and
death of Eastern workers in the wintar of 1942- 1943. The
nlant managsrs fracuently complainad of the inadeouvacy of the
food furnichad to Bastern workers. In 1942, Krupp ermmloveoes
nrotactad againet the inadecuate food mads available to the
Ru-sian eivilians, The defendant Ihn receivad memoranda
pointing out that the food wes insufficiant to preserve the
etrength of the Ruesisn workeres, Hassel, a subordinate of
the Aefendant von Buelow s£2id when Krupr emplaovees rrotected
on behalf of the Rureian civiliane +hat “ona was dealing with
Bolshaviks and they ought to have beatings substituted for
fnod," The head of the Kvurp Firm's horpitals reported to
the defendants Thn ané Loerer that "the frod su-plied to the
Eesstern workers has been and still is ineufficient, The plant
managers often need two Ruesians to do the work of one strong
normal worker," It wars reported to the defendants Ihn and
von Buslow that eavaral Bastern worters suffered from hunger
oadeva, As shovn by 2 survey made on 7 May 1943, four-fifths
of the B,.etarn worverse vho had diad 2t a Krupp hospital died
of tuberculosis and malnutrition.

Mothars wares separated from their childran, At camp
Voerde, babias of Bastern women wers housad, Vivid daccriptions
‘have been given by defense witnacess of the pitable condition of
theea most innoesnt victims of the cruel slave lahor program,
A large number of there babies died becauss of wmalnutrition,

As of Janvery 1943, 132 infants had been rec~ived at Camp Veerde.
Of thase 132 infante, 9% Aiad, including 22 between Bugust 1044
and Merch 1945,
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Eastern workers were mistreatsd in many other wave,
Leccording to the defendant Ihn, from the time of the arrival
of Russiane, towards the snd of 1941, until about 1943, they
were daprivad of writing or receiving letters. In 1943, they
were rermitted to writs lettere for deliverv within the Reich
and to e~nd form nost csrds to Rueeia twiece 2 month, As late
as 1944, unknovn to the workesrs, nart of their outgoing and
incoming mail wee festroved,

Ruseian workeres were compelled at sll times to wear a
hadge "Ost! ("Bast") an® +the Polish workars ware compelled
to wear a badge "P", in order that they might he dietincuished,
Failurs to wear thecs was a cause for punichment, Evan vhen
the regula+ione wera relayed and the Eastern workere were
vermittad to po out under guard, thay wers not allowad to
enter inne, chops, moving picture thestare, or arecociate with
G~rmane or evan with other foreign workers, It wss the rule
that escaping Russisns must bs shot, Those who escaped and
wars capturad wars sent to a concentration camp, They wers
re~uired to work excessively long hours, and granted verv few
ract da~s, The net rav raceivad by the Bastern workers was
verv little,

Thace workers includad o0ld men and women ané children
and rregnant women, 150 bovs of 14 vears of age, were among
the firet E-~ctern workers to srriva to wo;k in the Krupp plant
at Begen, In 1042, come of the BEactarn crildren emploved by'
the Krupp Firm ware from twelve to sev-ntaen vears of sge, In
1044, children as voung 2¢ six years of sge wera acsignad for
work,

Eact=rn workers were besaten zs part of thsir daily routine,

T#e beatings took place in the Krupp plantes and in the camps,
The victime ware Ysaten by the camp leaders, by the auxiliary
guards, by the Werkschuts and by ordinary workere, Weapons
with which thev were baaten were dietributed by the Krupp Firm,
Although 211 foreign worksrs wers subjiscted to mistreatment, the
most savere and inhumene was that suffered by ire Rusgsian
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priconers of war and the Bastern civilian lsbor.

A so-called "eage" was put into operation in one of the Krupp
buildings. The Warkechutz and its affiliates, the auxiliarv gusrds,
Enlarged Werkschutz I and Enlarged Werkechutz II were primarily re-
eponeibls for the systematic abuse of the Tagtern workers, The
Werkschutz was rasponsible for gusrding the werkers in the plants
and on their way to and from the camps, It administered tha Esetern
workers! campe until 1043, and suprli=g the camp leadars, It under-
took thea punishmant of the workers within the plant snd raportad
to the Cactapo 211 workars whom it considersd reruirad incarcer-
ation in a lsbor education camp or concentrat’on camp. Its two
auriliary organiyatﬁdns, the so-c2lled Enlsrgad Warkschutz I and
Enlarged Werkschut» IT, a-cisted it., The Enlarped Werkschutz I
was given rooms in the Main Administration Building, just below
offices belonging to the Werkschutz an® in w ich von Buslow and
hie eadist subordinate, Hassel, worked, Its membars lived in
barracke and® were given semi-militarv training. Ite purpert-d
purncse wac to quell unreet among the. forsigners,

Enlargad Werkschutz II was crganized in 1943, Eight nersons
in aérh shift in each plant were anpointed to %, Ite cetencible
purrocs, likawise, wee to suonre-s riots, but the weapons fur-
nicked to it, lea’har trunchacns, were much morersuifable for
flogging. Its functions vers parformed within the plante, As
bad as ths beatings wore, women confinad in th= "cage" regped
for boatings rathar than to have +5 undergo the tcrturé of being
in ths "eag-¥,

I1luetrationg of juet what these»unfortunaﬁe‘Eastevn workars
were exnosed to during the ?ime +hey were forced to work for the
Krupp Firm are given in the records of 2 casa decid~d by the De-
narification Roard of-Kuhnbock on 38 October 1947, and admitted
in evidenca in the presont case, There one Ernst Wiffz, a former
Erupon guard wac found guilty of "viola*&on'of international law
wi+th ragsrd to foreign civilian workers and PW's and was
sentencad to eight vears imprisonment, The following acts

of brutality were ertabliched:  beating Eactern workers,
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male and@ female, with a wooden teard, a rubber hose, his fists;
waking Rastern worke s with a water hese; thrnwing a French
civilian down 2 sta‘rway; and ruthlessly beating a Rursian PW
with a four-edged niace of wood resulting in ~eath from head
infuriers, Maﬁy of hie victims recuired mefical treatment as a
recult of his brutalitiss, Wirtz’s criminal concfuct lasted for

faur weare. He tec*tified before the Denazificat on Board that «

he was as%ed b~ the plant merag-ment to beat peorle, and named

" saveral otheres who participated ip the mistrea‘ment, incluting

an smploves of the Krupp firm named Balz, One of the other in-
volvad by Wirty testified that "it wae general knowledge in the
plant that the management tried to keep up with the work disci-
plin= by the most incicive messures, that is, even with physical
maltrsatment," He alco testified that Balz, who was "in charge"
of the "plant" of‘?he Motor Vehicle Factory and immediately sub-
ordinats to its head Roth, who reported dirsctly to the Vorstsnd,
did not Ao the beating himsaif, but he "instigated" others, in-
cluding one Arens teo do o, and that if it hand't been permitted,
no one would have *een beaten tre victims =o brutally and that the
plant managsers would have done somathing ahout it. He aleo ter-
t3ifird that the nlant leaders sometimes watched vhile the neople
.

ware being beaten, Wirtz, one of the many brutal emploveer, started
in 1941 as a guard to bring the workers back and forth from work,
He becsme a Deputy Co=mander of a Krupn camp in 1944. Direct
knewl ~dge of *he indescribahly savage trastment of thase poor un-
fortunats workars pas had bv the fefepdants ven Buedow, Ihn and Lehmann,

In Repair Workshop 7, @& Russian rrisener of war wae killed
in such 2 mennar as to cauee acuts agenv, The same person upon
anethar oceasion attempted to hang a Rueeian vhose life was saved
only through the intervention of the plant manager, Ne action was
taken againet the eunlprit., In Foundry 5, @ Rusrian rriscner of
war was bsaten to death, At the Boiler Construction Plant, 2. man
who wse in charge ~f guarding the Russian wvprisoners of wsr ard thre
Eastern workers regularly sbuseé them from the time of their arrival
ip 1947, Notwithstanding thie, he remained ‘n hie position until
ghertlv befors the end of *+he war when be wss transferr~d for his .omm

nrotection bacause it was feared that the Ru sians might take
revenge, The number of atrocitiass committed in the
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plants of + & Krupn Firm was such that it was 3 ma*ter of common
knowledge there, Thre defendants exposed persons to these
confitions who rad been i1legally Aevorted in tha first place,
who were kept in illegal earvitude. ard vhom they themselves
foreced *o marufacture the weapors to be uesd agsinst their very
vrothers and sisters. Ore of the violently brutal emnloyees

of the Krupp Firm was Hassel, He hag heen referrsd to befors,
Hie mistreatmant of the Tactern workers ertended over +the entire
nariod of time Auring which they were emploved at Eeson, The
teatingm 2dministerad bv him were—cérried out vhile vrorforming
his official Futies., The defense has attempte” to place the
blame for the beating of the Eustern workers on Hassel, and have
claimed that he was retained ovt of fasr of his volitical
connectiors, Thie elaim, made upon behalf of nersons as
vrominent and influential as many of thece defendants were, is
not worthy of eerious consideratien, But Hsseel was not alone
involved in the inhuman concuct, constant terrorization of
thourands of workers rerujres more than one man, Ths nroof ie
clear that the defendant von Ruelow, far from séeking to dis~
charge Harsel, seouﬁeﬂ a2 raise in way for him in 1943 and s=id
"In theee racort months, Mr, Hassel wae acpecially efficient,®
The bratings in the ¢ellsr were known to the members of the Werke
schutz and the Enlerged Warkschubz 2 who brought the workars in
for "instruction”, Thay were 'nown to secrotaries who were
amplored in the *uilding., Could they havs been unknown to thesa
defendsnts whosa officss were in ths cama huilding?

T..2 defendant von Buelow wae the Lisison men between the
Krupn Firm an® +the Gestapo., He witnecsed reatings of rrischers
of war in the guard room 2+ the Krupp rlant, and did not interfsre.
After an Ttslisn prisoner of war wze beaten in the cellar of the
W~in Administration Building, he wac taken to von Buclowts office.

The horrors of the concentration camp ara well-known, The
Krupp Firm was the %mﬁeficiary of thee~ camns, The Judgment of the
INT dercribed the use of concentration cemp inmates for work as

involving conditions "which made labor and death almoet svnonimous tormd,
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The Utilization of concentration camp labor for the
armament program was at first raetricted to emplovment in
armament plants bv the &S its~1f within its camne, The firet
changa in thie evetom wae insugursted on 16 March 1942 on the
basis  nf conferences at Hitler's headruarters, when it was
announcad that concentratfon camps ware to be userd to 2
greater extant but onlv witkin the concentra+ion camrs themselves,
Shortly- thereafter, on 14 April, the defandant Evich Mueller
mads a nroposal to Hitler for the setting up of a plant to
rroduce automatic AA guns in a concentration esmp, and the Krupp
Auschwitz proisct was 3 part of +ie¢ rrogram, In Santember 1042,
through the intercession of Hitlsr the employment of corceﬂtra+*on
camp labor in Factorias outeide of citise waes parmitted, thus re-
l»aring other frrme of labor for use inside tha ¢jtise, The S8
wae offarad a parcentage ghara in the armament salee ro that 1t
would not sustain a lore by raking its priconers avsilable,  This
program was not vevv succecsful, an” verv few concentration crmp
inmates wers rasleased for work in thie way, It wae finallv
nrovided that tha SS should furnish information to tha labor
2]1location authoritiecs and armament offiess concerning the
21lotment of concentration cemp labor acsigneod to private firme,
to avoid overlanping 2llocat’ons which had vnraviously occurred
whan firms obtainad labor from the two arencies inﬁenenden+1v,
In tha esrly summer of 10/4, the S8 offerad a largs group of
conecentration camp inmates to the armamant industry through the
.

Minjetrv, Approvimataly 50,000 to €0,000 so-called"Hun-

Spaar
garian Jaweesae" were made availabla, Thie lsbor was merely
offarsd to induvstrr, not alloeated o it, If wae not a matter of
refuring to accapt an sllocation; % wase un to the enterrnriess to
vut in rerusats, Many armament firms refused to rerusct concen-
tration ecsmo laror for emplovment, The Krupp Firm sought cone

cantration e2mp 1lshar because of the scareitv of manpowsr in

Germanv than prevailing,
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The first efforts of the Krupp Firm in 1042 Airected at
obtaining skillad labor t'rough the concentration czm-s chow
clearly tha* the use of concentration camp labor was desired,
an® not imposed by "negsseitv", The defanse of neceséi+v is
othervica daalt with, Howsvar, as the activities of the Krupp
Firm in rrocuring concentration camn labor are heing dealt with
‘here, these matters are now discuseed.

On 17 Saptembsr 1042, a mecsaga wasg cant to the Krupp Firm
at Essen for the attantion of tre dafendart Mus'lar, from a
snecial commitiee af the Snear Ministry, recuecting information
as to whether or rot thé Krupr Firm could use skilled foreign
Jawich labor, and vhether it weae in a2 posifion to erect a con-
cantration camp to house them, A reply was s-nt bv one Koe*itgsn
actirpg for the Krupn Firm, which stated that the emplovment of
Jaws in ammunitien procuction was not poesible, hecaure of the
reruirsment that Jews should work in a2 department by themselves,
and aleo becausa coopsration of German worksrs with the Jews
could not be sxpectsd, This reply wae c21l2d to the attention
of the defepdants Mumlier, Ebsrhardt, Korschan, Ihn and Lehmann,
an® immediately thereafter a countermanding telstype message
want out to the effact that 1050 to 1100 Jawish worksrs could be
uead if thav wars r=allv skilled, The significant addition was
made that, "After it ie finallv sattled vhether the emplovment is
aroroved by the highact authority, we chall underteke to increase
thie numrar considerably,” Netice of thig wae aleo =ent to the
defendante Muellar, E artardt, Kerechan, Ihn and Lebmann, Later
efforts by tha Kyupp Firm to obtain concentration camp labor were
not cualified bv the re~uirement that such lsbor must be skilled,

In 1942, the Aefandant Erich Musller discursed the amployment
of concentration crmp inmates with Hitler. The report of the
AK - KM Derartments for 1041-1942, signed by defendants Mueller,
Eberhardt an? Pfirsch reads:

"The sazcond conference on 14 Anril 1042 took place in order to
precaent te the Fveshrar new mofals, including the Krupp anti-
tahk gun Al Aev lomed on tha basis of avperiences in the

Ruseian campaign of 1941,
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At the same confarance Dr, Mueller, on the basis of growing
neads, r~farrad to the Krupp firm's interact in starting shell
production on 2 large seale in the Ukraine, This suggestion
was gratafully acceptad, Krupp is aleo interseted in manu-
facturing sutomatic weapons in connection with a concentration
camp in the Svdetengau, Thig nroinct, too, has been taken

up in the meantime by ths Techpie2l Offic-."

Tha weak aftar, the defendsnt Musller cant a teletvpe to
R~iff who was emploved by the Krupn Firm n a responsible position,

directing him to +-211 CAlonel Levare of the Armv Ordinencé& UOffice

ute

that, in his opinion, 3 factory for the manufacture of 3.7 cm
anti-sircraft guns cheuld be set un in a concentration camp, The
meegage reacs ag  follows:

"I chould earneectly recommend to Colonel Leveres, as men*ionad

before, to takes up the rues ‘on of manufacture by Kruop in the

KZ in the Sudetengsu and that alec for the ~roduction of the

automatons"

The afforts bv the defendant Mueller to obtain the use of
cone~ntration camp labor ware succecsful, Howevar, instead of
nrofucti n taking vlace in a coneentratior camp in the Sudstenrgau,
it wae to be at Auschwitz in the Government Cenersl, In July,
1047, tha Krupp Firm was acked by the Main Committee Armament to
indirata vhat machine tools it would ne=d to asrect a plant to
huild "replacement parts for 3,7 em anti-aircraft guns at the
Suschwity concsntration camp.” On O September 1042 the formal
reruact to the Vorstand for approvael of the necarearv funds was
drawn vp, It state® that while the automatic waavons develoned
by Krunn 8K Devartmen® were a2 comnlate succecs, "we could not
cavrv out mase production of the 2.7 em weanon developed bv ue"
for lach af Snaca,.eaujnment‘and manpow~Y,

Another firm wae afcofd%nglv entrusted wifh mase profuctior,
The Xrupo Firm, in order to retain eome nart in the nroduction
and in ordar to gain vractical syvmarisnce had accepted sn order
for suprly and srara merte, In the aprlication to the Krupp
Voretan® it was aleo s3id, "We aim in thie way at being able -
2t some futurs date to take over the manufacture of the comnlete
3.7 em automatic weapon, as automatic weapons ars the weapons
of +has future...". In order to enrurs completion of this contract

a factorv wae to be erected at Auschwitrz., The same spplication
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to the Krupn Vorstend exnlicitely statad +hat "The concap-
tration camn at Avechw'tz will place the rarvired manpowsr at
our disnoeal,”

The nroposal wae for an 2llowance of two million marks;
this wae anproved by the defendants Loeser and Krupp, and the
arrroval of it wae eigned by them, A4 confer-nce was had in
Dec-mber 1047, and acfitional nlars wera made to nrepara for
nroduction, The defendant E!erhardt wae to rrepare sn agrags
mant with the S8, Ths buildings vwhich wera to be constructed
by the SS at Buvschwitz were ewpectad to be ready b+ March, 1043,
On 5 March 1943, Essen wae very heavily bomrad and it was
nece:séry to evacuate large portions of the plant, 4t a con-
feronce on & March 1043 concarning evacuation plans, a2ttended
by Aef~rdarts Loseer, Alfried Krupp, Houdremont, Korechran,
Erich Muel]er and Pfirsch, the following decision was made with
rerard to Auechwitz:

"Auschwite

"The production of 3.7 cm Flack merts has annarentlv been
drorned, A workshop building will scon be available +rere with
2 fleor erace of 14,000 scusra meters without crsnes, This
building is to be plannsd for the production of: a) Aireratt
Fittings, b) 4 new fuse workshoo, to raplace the fuseshop in
Eecan thet was burned out."

Minutas of the meeting were Ajetrihuted to ths defendant
Ebarrardt as well as those attending the meeting,

A speeial conference wae held on 11 March 19/3 to discvsr the
extent of the damage done *to the Fuse plant by Ttombing, This |
confarance wae attended by the deferdants éouﬂrmmont, Korschan,
Muellar, Ebsrhardt and saveral of their subordinates from the

tachnical office, KM Dapartment and Fuse Productien Departmente.

After discuceing the poseibility of salvaging some aruipment of
the bambad fuse plant, the plan to rerume production on a large
scale at Auschwitz wae discucead and Reiff was authorized to
.sutmit this plan to the commetent government officials, This

was communicatad to the lattar bv the Krupp-Berlin offiese,
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Tue plan was approved, and a confirmation of it in the
form of a government order for 100,000 fuses was sent to .
the defendant Janssent in Beslin by the Aimy Oiuinance
@ifice. Luater on plans were wade for the transfer of
skilled inmate labor to the fuse production program. Iu
the weantime, it was not possible to start production
immediately. Tue transportation and repair of machines
took time, and when it was suggested to a Kiupp employee
by an Awmy official that for several reasons only Gexman
workers should be used in the initial stages of produc-
tion, the Krupp employee protested "tuwt the main purpose
of evacuating the plant to Awschwitz had been to employ
the people there." Tui. employee, Weiuhold, feeling that
the Krupp Fizm might lose some of the advantages to be
had by operating a plant at Auschwitz, wrote a file note
to his superior, the defendant Ku.schan. Notice of this
was sent to the defendants Muce-er and Eveihardt. Ii
the file note Weawhold said, |

"Up ¢o now it was always supposed that the supply of
workers in Auwchwitz is unliwited as regards quality and
quantity. It wight therefore happen in case of a belated
start of production that the whole reason why we accepted
the unusual difficulties which are present &t Auschwitz,
naiely the free disposal over workers will no longer
exisgt * * *nw

In Juue 1943, the Krupp Fii.. started to employ con-
centration cawp inmates at Auwchwitz. By the end of the
month &approximately 160 were actually working for the
firm there. B, the middle of JFuly, 50 persons were
engaged in the wenufacture of equipuent and tools, and
another 15C on repairs and installation of machinery.

Iu Septenber, 270 persons were employed, and it wus

contempleted that by the end of the year 600 to 650 people




could be used.

Tusse persons were of many netionslities, including
Pules, Frouchmen, CuuCus «nd DuoCuwen. Toe majority were
of the Jewish religion. M.y were in very poor physical
condition. They were beaten and otherwise punisihed by
S5 guards and "Kepos", fellow inmates charged by the S8
with the responsibility for disciplining them. The food
furnished to them was weager, insufficient in both voluse
and nutrition value. Sowe of the Gerwsn workers attewptea
surreptitiously to give them a little food.

The failure of the Krupp Firw to obtain the necessary
wachinery to start full-scule production caused incriwina-
tions on the part of the SS. They aavised the Krupp Firn
that unless the necessary wachinery wss brought in, the
shops would have to be turned over to other firms. The
Krupp Firu prouwised und esndeavored tc obtain the necessary
machinery. The complaints about the Firm's inability to
get production stearted were brought to the attention of
the defendant Houdremont. Assurances were given that
production was imminent, and thet full-scale rroduction,
ewploying between 600 and 650 persons could be expected
by the end of the yeur. The defendant Krupp worte «
letter to the Aruy Ordinunce Office assuring thut,, despite
many obstacles, satisfactory production of fuses could be
expected to coumwmence within « short tiuwe.

Before full-scale production could be hazd, however,
the offensive of the hussisn arwy had mede unexpected
progress. Relff wrote to his superiors, the defendants.
Korschan, Mueller and Eberhardt, that in his conversation
Wwith @ representative of the Arwy High Com@and, nl
imwediately aiscarued «ny thought of giving up Auschwitz;
I reserved any further decision until I could think thinés

over." The Krupp Firi, however, was forced to give up
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the plant at Auschwitz, and the machinery was shipped
westwards to the Berthawerke, where production wus finally
accomplished. The facts connected with Auschwitz clearly
show not only the use of concentration Cculip lubor, bdbut
ulso the desire to do so. They permit no opportunity

for the conclusion that this Llabor was forced upon tae
Krupp firuw.

The facts connected with the Berthawerke lead only to
the same conclusion. Here again, it was not only known
that concentration caup labor would necessarily be required
to fulfill the prograw, but the fuect of «vailubility of
such labor was used as & means for expansion. Among the
projects for which compulsory l«bor camps were set up was
the construction of “the Krupp Berthawerke plant at Merk-
staedt, near Breslau.

In July 1942, when the effort by government agenecies
and industry represcntetives for discontinusnce of the
Markstaedt project for light field howitzers had become
forwmideble, Reiff prepared « wemorendum for leading Krupp
officials, including the defendants Krupp, Mueller =nd
Eberhardt, describing the discussions of this problem at
a meeting presided over by Saur. Attached was «n appendix
containing the arguwents in favor of continuing the project.

It contained the following:
"The construction job is being carried out in
particularly fevorable conditions. The wajority
of the construction workers are prison-inumates
and Jews in punitive detention; 1200 wen have
already been gathered in one cawp there. The
ceauwp capaclty is cpproxiwutely 2,000 men. In
addition an adequate nuwber of construction
workers will be made available by the SS sc that
the construction will be carried out with the
greatest possible speed."

In September, 1942, after Hitler had prevented the

ébandonment of the Markstaedt project, the defendunt Mueller

atteuwpted to induce the Navy to approve the inclusion of




a large Navy expansion project at larkstazedt for the
furnishing of heavy naval guns and oruwor picte. In this
connection, he used the following arguuwent:

"In this respect it appearsito me propitious that

presently a partial constryation project for the
arwy 1s slresuy under wuy wikich might be completed
in the next spring a@s far o Lwere construction
goes. It is advissable to léuve the building
detalils of organizetion Todt on the spot which are
now carrying out these constructions wna to start
then right away with builuing the Nevy shops.

This will presuwmubly be fecilitated by the fact
that the wanpower ewmpioyed on the present bullding
Job is not & dowestic one (wostly Jews) thus
precluding the freezing of valuszble Gerwsn mLnpower."

The labor used for the construction of the Krupp-owned
Berthawerke consisted sluost entirely of imprisoned Jewish
labor, deported from the so-called Government Genersal
in Polznd. They were guarded by the Wehruecht. They
worked for building contracting firms under the supervision
of the Plenipotentiary for Building Construction in the
Speer Ministry. 4about 4,000 of thew were assigned to the
construction of the Krupp plent by July 1943. Because
of the needs for this labor on the counstruction work,
it wus decided thst the labor could not be transferred
to production «t that tiuwe.

The monthly report of Berthawerke A.G. to its Super-
visory Bourd in Essen for November 1943 reportea that
"Serious lubor losses are threatened for the building
sector owing to the witharawal of the Jews". In the
report for the following wonth it wus possible to report
that:

"As & result of negotistions with the Security

Mein Office (Sicherheitshauptent) approval

was obtained for continuing tc keep the Jews

in the building sector for the time being,
without transferring them to concentration cawps
&s originally had been proposed for the Jews

of the building sector.n

The Direktorium cof Fried. Krupp in #ssen applied to
the Reich Association Iron (RVE) for approval of u plan
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for the starting of construction on a steel works ot
Merkstaedt, In the application it wes stebed in re-
ferring to the sources of wunpower available "before
long 3,300 Jews who e«re working on the spot wus building
workers can be released for the ubove~wentioned work,"

in the monfhly report of Berthawerke A.G. to the
Aufsicatsrat in Essen for the wonth of March 1944, the
following appears:

"Armeawent Developuent Speer,

In spite of our urgent rewonstrances Herr Ewald
of the Armament Developuwent (Ruestungsausbau)
Speer declared, that no pertial accounts on the
work of the armawent development already completed
could be given due to luck of personnel. 1In order
Lo prevent 4 trunsfer of the Jews who work with
the Speer building manugenent the Bertha Works
negotiated for having the Jews put in the concen-
ration camp Fuenfteichen. Thereby a better super-
vision of the allocation of l:bor (of the Jews)
cen be schieved in future. Construction work
outside of the plent cowpound was tewporarily
endangered by these messures. However, by internal
plent regulstions wnd through negotistions with
the building wmenagement Speer the questicn could
essenticlly be cleared up.®
In this report it was steted thst interruption in
the construction of « hospital wes reported "becuuse
Sowe Of the Jews employed as building laborers were,
&s mentioned above, transferred to the concentration
Cawp." This hospital wus built ang construction lubor
was supervised by the Krupp Firw itself «nd not by
the Speer Ministry construction staff.
Agulin, in the wonthly report of the Berthawerke for
July 1944 reference is wade to negotiations which tock
place with the aruawnent comwand concerning the use of
500 Jews for track-laying on the firing renge. The
defendant Korschan attended a conference at which the
urgent need for lsbor was discussed. In & memorandun to
the defendant Mueller, Reiff stated, "In wdvising thut

the aruy Ordinance Office diu not meke lebor wveilable




for the Krupp Light field howitzer program", but thuat

he wus confident that he could obtuin the necessary
labor. He suld; "u concentration ceawp for 4,000 inuctes
is being constructed. The cowpleotion of this Calup and
the procurement of the inwates should be speeded up
particularly;"

At a discussion with liueller. The need for « aecision
as to "whether possibly Jews from the buildiing sector and,
in general, concentration cawmp inmates, should be einployed
in greater nuubers in the workshops," wes discussed. At
& meeting on 26 August 1944 at Berthawerke, attended by
the defendunts Mueller ang Korséhan,'the question of labor
for production was discussed, and it was suggested that
& certain Teserve shoult be observed in putting concen-
tration cewp innutes at the disposal of the plent. The
defendant Mueller urgently recouwwmended the use of this
possibility. Minutes of this weeting were distributed
to defendants Pfirsch, Eberhardt sng Ihn.

In a letter auted 31 August 1944 frowm Berthawerk to
the Krupp Vorstand in Essen, the labor problew was presentec
to the Vorstand. The labor Needs were listed, and it
Was stated that &pproxiuately 6,000 workers woula have
to be furnished frow the regional labor office and - frou
concentration caups. In tne letter, the necessity of wet-
ing quickly was eiuphllasized, because of the possibility
thet if work shops were not fully utilized, visiting offi-
ciels "wight conceived the ides Of bringing outside firus
into our workshops." The letter was signed by defendant
Korschan and elso by Reiff. It was addressed to defendant
Kfuppk_chairman of the Vorstend, through defendant Mueller,
and was circularized to defendants Jahssen, Houwdrewont

and Ihn before a Giscyssion of the Vorstand nmeeting.
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Defendant Mueller prowised to give the‘vieWs expressed
extensive sﬁppbfﬁ. When the Vorstand gave its approval
to the utilization of concentration Cawp labor, Reiff
contacted the WVHA (the SS Main Eeonouwic Adminiétration)
to negotiate for the allocation of conceatration calup
labor. The matter was referred to the concentfation cawp
"Gross Rosen". st & conference at Berthawerke with SS
representutives of tnis concentration calp, plans were

wade to equip the brunch camp at Fuenfteichen for the

lnustes as rapidly «s possible 80 a8 to accoumodate: 800

by 1C October 1943, 2300 by 15 October and 4,000, including
guards by 1 December 1943. ‘The work was to be perforued
by inwates of the caump. Minutes of this nieeting were
distributed to defendants Korschan, Houdrewont, Mueller
and Ihn. | |

The desire for a large project at Markstaedt was
80 great. that the Krupp Firu ‘was willing to, and aid
spend, up to Novewber 30, 1943, 69,400,00 RM as shown
by the wmonthly report of the Berthawerke, A4.G. for the
wonth of quembe;, 1943. This report wus signed by the
defendant Korschan, was warked "confiaenticl" snd was
sent tc the defendant Kiupp. Copies were also sent to
the aeféndants lMueller, Houdrewont, Janssen, Eberhardt and
Ihn. The report contained the following: |

Expenaiture Expenditure Expenditure

up to 31 Oct. in up to 30
1943 . Noveuwber Nov. 1943

Keul estate 2,~ Million 0,2 Million 2,2 Million
Payuents in ’
advance "
Organ. Speer 25, ——— " 25,- "
Machines and
inventory , ‘ - DETIIY
a ) paywent 4,7 1,1 - n 15,8 "
b)payment.down 3,2 " o1, " 4,2 "
starting and
Operating v ,
costs 19,5 o 2,7 T 22,2 "

64,4 willion 5,- NMillion 69,4 Million
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This expenditure was covered as followss

Use of that part of the share-cupital at present paid
in to the .awount of RM 28,750 willion

Part payuent uwade frow credit

granted by Heeresruestungskredit

A.G. to the awount of E RM 20,000 willion
was likewise cowpletely used up;

the balance of the awmount neeted

was covered by weans of a deposit

loan with Fried. Krupp A.G.; the

balance which our account owes

Fried. Krupp A.G.~accoraing to

the vouchers which reached us- '

awounts to approxiuately R 20,650 wmiliion

M 69,400 willion

In a letter written by the defendant Krupp, on or
about 18 January 1944, he stated thet thereafter the
defendant Korschan would be chairman of the Berthawerke
Vorsteand. |

- By the end of October, there were almost 600 concen-
tration camwp inwates in the production labor force. In
November the nuwber increased to 685 and té 890 byv
Decenber. 1In its applicution to &« governuent agency,rdated
2 February 1944 for the construction cf a steel factory at
Markstaedt, the Krupp Firi. gave us one of'the reasons for
approving the new construction the following:

"The chief thing is that there is a concentration
cawp ready to receive 4000 tc 5000 concentration
cawp internees. At present this is occupled by
only 1200 wen.™ ‘

It was pointed out thet the-use of concentration

cauwp labor is feaslble becuause of the outlying-position

of the steel works «nd that operations could be started
~within one year after peruission Was granted. It was
pointed out also theat these'things could not be done "unless,

tion to the building workers available ut Markstaedt,

fte

in add
concentration camp internees to the extent of about 1000
men are provided." A companion application filed the sane
day for construction of a rolling wmill referred to the

s

avallability of concentration cawmp labor "as mentioned




in connection with the stesl works.n

In sapril 1944, when the Krupp Pirm had reguined con-
trol over all phuses of proauction, 1,668 concentration
canp inmates were ewployed «t Berthawerke. By July of
that year, the nuwber huu increused to 2,610. In October
of that year, Bernura Weiss of the Flick Firw estiiwated on
his visit to Berthawerke, that approxiuetely 1/2 of the
totul labor force of 12,000 consisted of concentration
Cap inmstves.

After the SS Couuundant &t Gross»Rosen.complainea
because of Krupp's failure to cooperate fully, the defen-
dant Houdrewont agreed . t0 wuke & trip to Bertha-
werke in the near future to clear up the matter, end he
instructed a wember of the Berthawerke steff tc keep in
very close touch with the SS so that difficulties would

be straighte

O
[&F]

ned out as they arose. The defendant Korschan,
at the request of the defendant Houdrewont, investi ated
the differences of opinion between the Berthawerke staff
and the SS concentrution coup < dministration at Fuenf-
teichen, and reported in aetuil to the defendent Houdrewont
on these watters & few days luter. |

The first group of concentration Cawp inlates used
in the ﬁroduction progruu &t Berthawerke werc inspected at
the ceaiup "Gross-Rosen before being sent to the special
cawp «t Fuenfteichen by Krupp ewployees of the firw's
Labor allocation Departwent, They were in & bad stute
of health, «nd sowe of thew cculd not walk at all without
aid, so that when going to «nd frow werk, they had to be
supported by feliow-workers. It took them.5d winutes to
walk frou the cuwp t o work in the Berthawerke shops in
the footgear furnished by the SS, consisting of either
broken wooden clogs, or rags wrapped sround the feet.
The inmetes worked without any morning meal, snd for
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twelve hours with -only .one bowl of sdupynwhich they
recelved ut noon. Thelr food was so poor that they sought
food rewsins, sna begged for screps of food. They fought
each other for the left*QVer soup, which the other
foreign workers had lef%iefgrejectedvdespite the liwited
awount of fooa @ede-available to thew. A doctor empleyed
by the Krupp Firw who observea the poor appearance of

the concentration cawp inuates eluployea, reported that:

"In spite of ull efforts we could not change in
detall the systew of the work to be Gone by the coneen=-
trution camp detainees, which was really responsible for
the bad state of the detainees."

Notwithstaending the very poor health and the weak-
ness of the concentration camp inmates,;they had to
continue to work end to produce arwsients for the Krupp
Firu. Anp-illustrstion of the wistrestient of these
unfortunste concentration cawp inuwtes while working
in the Berthawerke, 'is contained in the testinony of a
Czecn worker. ‘This, invpcrt, is us foliows:

&
"Q. Can you suy who beat these people, who
beat these Jews «nd for what reasons?

"a, Yes, I cun say that. For instence, st lunch
- tile when soup was uistributed during lunch
to the Jews, the Jews presscd forward with
their cups. The person who distributed tihe
Soup pusned the Jews back or beat bhew, or
he told the guard wnc stood there to beat
tne Jews, That solulur then ait the Jews
with the butt of his rifle."
S
The inwetes were also beaten because they did not
properly perforw the work to which they were assigned,
s « result Of not knowing how to werk the Lachines.
The beautins adwinistered to thew by the supervisors was
with @« whip wede of iron with rubber. Conferences were
had between the cowpetent plant wenegers end the members
of the SS during which the watter of punishing the con-
centration cuwp inwetes was discussed,
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The housing furnished to the concentration camp inmates
was most inadequate, and the lives of the inmates were in.
danger as the plant was not furniehed with Pproper air raid
shelters for the workers. During air raids, the concentration
camp inmates had to remain in tho plant while other employees
were permitted to leave it.

The situation at the Berthawerke again leads to the con-
clusion that the Xrupp Firm planned its own program upon its
desire to use concentration camp labor, i

After the production of fuses at Auschwitz had been taken
away from the Krupp Firm, immediate efforts were made to select
& new site for the production of fuscs by the firm, The advantage f

of having allotted to it the use of a concentration camp near
qulin because of the immediate availability of labor was
considered. At a conference of Krupp personnel in the
Artillery Development Office attended by the defendants Houdremont
and Eberhardt, the possibility of locating the fuse production
plant at Wuestegiersdorf in Silesia was discussed and considered.
Production of fuses there was taken.up and approximatel& 200
female concentration camp workers were assigned in the summer of
1944, All of these concentration camp inmates werc Jeowish.

They were of Hungarian or Tugoslavian nationality. These women
were not allocated by the local labor office; they were procured
as a regult of nego?iations carried on by Weiﬁhold and other
plaﬁt leaders of the Krupp Firm with the 5SS,

The work shops wused for the production of mining machinery
at the Gusstahlfabrik in Essen were destryed in 1943, and
thereafter a transforred plant was established at Geisenheim on
the Rhine. Later, the production of breeches for anti~aircraf¢
guns was also transferred to this plant, In the summer of 1944,
the management of the Geisenheinm plant had advised the defendant

Eberhardt who way responsible for its supervision, that they

~124-




desired concentration camp labor as such workers were then being
made available by the SS to the armament indﬁstry. The defendant
Eberhardt consulted with the defendant Janssen, his superior, on
this ﬁatter, and therafter approved an application for such
allocation by the Geisenheim management.,

On July 5, 1944, a conference was held in the office of
the defendant Ihn concerning the use of concentration eamp labor.
Concentration camp workers consisting of Hungarian and Polish -
women of the Jewish faith were employed at the Krupp Geisenheim
plant until March, 1945, when they were taken to the interior of
Germany, in view of the advance of the Allied troops into that
area.

Despite of the shortage of labor at the Elmag plant, as a
result of which difficulty was had in meeting production schedules
for military tractors, efforts were uﬁsuccessfully made to obtain
orders for the production of Tatra motors, designed by another
firm. The competent government official indicated that he prefer-—
- red to give orders to firms who had labor available, rather than
to a plant whereo a great many workers were still needed, A
Krupp representative at Berlin sent a teletype to IFlmag that he
had gucceeded in obtaining the approval of one of the members
of the Main CommitteeeMofors, for the production of T motors by
the Elmag plant, The teletype was transmitted to the defendant

Eberhardt. It was as follows:

N
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%S0 Herr Schniedsrs asks us to treat the whole Matter but asbove
all his discussion with Herr Vorwig as confidential in order not to
annoy the Main Committee. The labor question connected with the
factor problen was also mentioned, Herr Schnieders has contacted
Oranienburg concerning concentration camp inmates and he will give
ore detailed information to-morrow, "

Two days later, defendant Eberhardt received another teletype

from Elmag on the machinery needs and the lahor requirements for the

production of T motors. The labor needs were sstimated at 125C workers,

%o be furnished by the use of concentration carnp inmates, Some con-
centration cagip inﬁbtes:did arrive at Elmag. They were to construct
@ concentration cafp within the plant grounds to accomumodate over
1000 workers., These concentration callp inflates did not remsin long
at Elizag. The‘monthly report for August 1944, sent tc defendant
Eberhardt ang copies of which were sent bHo defendants Krupp, Houdremont,
bueller and Janssen noted that, "for security reasons the first con-
tingent of XZ innates allotted %o us was again refoved fro# the fac-
tory, The KZ operation has been stopped.”™ At that time, the 4llied
troops were -approaching the city.

Two  fonths later, the plant known as Krupp Krawa was evacuated
from Alsace %o Geraany and reestablished in Nuernberg and Kulitbach
as the Suedwerke, On 14 Decerber 1944, defendant Bberhardt mesde a
record in his notes of a Meeting with the mansgement of Suedwerke that
"the Suedwerke hoped to be allocated 1250 concentration canp prisoners,"
A nonth later, the Director of Suedwerke, Hupe, was arranging for

billeting the SS guards for concentration ceitp incates et Kulmbach, In

the sumier of 1944, defendant Ihn, after consulting with the Direktoriunm,

sent defendant Lehuann to the offices of the VA (the SS Main Beonocic
Adniinistration) at Oranienburg, to arrange for the allocation of
concentration camp inmates to the Krupp Firm in Essen. Lehcann reported

that at Oranienberg he was informed that concentration camp Buchenwald
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was the camp to which they should apply, and that they should get in
touch with that canp.

The.vdefendants Ihn and Lehiann started negotiations immediately
wWith the comcander of the Buchenwsld concentration oémp. They wepe
Joined &t various ti.sés at conferences by the defendant Soudresiont
during the course of these negotiations. The defendents Krupp, Houdremont
Janssen, Mueller and Bberhardt were inforiied of the progress of the
subsequent negotiations,

Pister, the comnander of the Buchenwald concentration canip, fisited
the Krupp firs at Bssen on the fourth and fifth of July 19:4, to discuss
the request for 2000 concentrztion camp inmatqs iiade by the Krupp firn,
He advised the Krupp reprosentatives that he could allocate 2000 fenale
concentration carp inmetes to then, They discussed the question of
getting 2000 ;izle concentration camp inmates. Pister approved the se-
lection by the Krupp Firs of the canp ab Bumboldtstrasse which was then
being used for the confincrient of Italian Military Iaternees, upon the
condition that Krupp would provide the invetes with street car transpor-
tetion to and from the place of work becayse of the very poor footwear
of the innates, Lrupp's firn was to pay the sua of 4 RM per dsy to the
Sﬁ.for the use of this labor - it :mst be added here that concentration
Cenp workers received no pzy at all - and was to furnish blankets,
;aving ubensils end work clBothes for dirty labor, 4lso it was agreed
between Pister and the defendant dupke that the Main Cemp sdninistretio n
of the Arupp ¥irc assumed the responsibility for furnishing food -and

.28 s .
food Prepsration, whereas the guard personnel, adninistretive steff snd

medical personnel was to be furnished by the 85,
Shortly thereafter, the $$ advised the Krupp Firn that only fenale
concentratien camp innstes could be furrished, One Troeckel, & subor-

dirate of defendant Lehnsnn in Labor Allocation VA% was dispatched

by defendant Ihn to a factory at Gelsenberg where 2,000 fensle concentratig
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caip innates were employed to look over the workors. Troeckel reported
thereafter that, in his judgrent, the woren were unsuitable since they
appeared too frail and weak for heavy work. On 26 July 1944, Schwarz,
a representative of the coir: ander of the Buchenwald concentratio caiip
visited the Krupp Firm at Essen to discuss the employing of fenale
concentration caup inmetes., Schwarz stated thet the canp was too
spacious, and for security reasons, only five bérracks and & few slit
trenches should be wired.off to form the camp. He also inspected the
plants in which the Kpupp Firnm had pleanned to use conecentration caip

lebor, and approved only Rolling Mill II and the Elcctrode shop as meeting

the standards of the SS for segregation of the foreign workers., 4s not
less than 500 women would be assigned by the S5, the Krupp firo agreed
to take this number, Steps were taken within the Kyupp sdninistration
to use them in sccordance with security requirencnt of the SS. 4s part
of the agrecnent, the Krupp firn was to furnish the nad%s of Ger.cn
woren who would be sworn in to the S& <nd piven 3 weeks training at the
worzen's conccatration carp at Ruvcnsbruecx znd then assigned ss guards
for-these concentration camp inmates. The Kprupp Firm recruited these
guards within its own organization, Soue difficulty was encountered and
the plants wereicircularized o obtain the full quotz. The neves were
Tinally obtained through recruitient in the Kpupp plunts -5d as a result
of the efforts of the Krupp personnel office., These wonen wegre to have
Special training in the disbolical methods of the SS,

“rupp erployees, including one fror. “zbor Allocation "A" and plant
leaders of the shops in which tho concentration camp innates were to be
enployed, went to Gglsenberg and selectec 520 wouen from the 2,000
available there for employment at Krupp. Final negotiatiens for the
allocetion of this labor and transportation to Bssen were iiade by the

defendant Lehmann and his swubordinates.
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This transportation was furnished until 23 October 1944 when the
particular line used was destroyed in an air raid. After that,
the inmates marched to work under guard through the streets of
Essen, The largest number of girlé were employed in Rolling Mill
#2. This was at least a mile and a half from the camp. The girls

were wwakened at four o'clock in the morning, A roll call was had

at 4:30 A M., They staried work at 6:00 AM, and the working hours

were long for both the day shift and the night shift., On Sunday,
the working hours were shorter,

After production in many of the Krupp plants at Bssen was pre-
vented becausé of air raids, the concentration camp inmates were
put to work in moving rubble and carrying building material for the
reconstruction of the plant. The prineiple task was thé carrying of
bricks and iron roofing sheets. The women SS "supervisors" slapped
and kicked the girls if they slowed down in their work. They were
deprived of food as punighment, and their héir was closely ¢ropped
or shaved in the form of a cross. The selection of work, the amounts
of work and the supervision of it was decided by the Krupp Firm.
The plant le;aers and foremen fixed the work tasks. Work discipline
was enforced by Krupp supervisors and by their giving instruction
for punishment to the $S "supervisors?, The mistreatment of these
girle was:a matter of common knowledge in the firm.

4% Rolling Mill II, where meny of them were employed, a room

‘was made available to them as an air raid shelter. They were not

permitted to use the shelter to which all German personnel went
during air raids, except on a few occasions at night when the
size of the staff was reduced.

In February 1945, a subordinate of the defendané‘Lehmann in
Labor Allocation A learned that the SS did not plan to permit the
concentration camp inmates o remain alive and thus be liberated
by the advancing American troops. He adviged his superior, the

defendant Lehmann of this plan, and also the members of the

%




e

oy

spsin et i

Direktorium. After a discussion of this matter by the Direktorium,
defendant Janssen advised defendants Ihn and Lehmann of the decisiom
of the members of that body to have these concentration camp
prisoners removed from Essen., Defendant Ihn then directed
defendant Lehmann to arrange for their shipment back to Buchen~
walds, Lehmann ordered a member of his staff to assist in provid-
ing a train for the shipment of these girls back to Buchenwals.

On 17 March 1945, the girls were marched to Bochum. There a

train wag made up for them and 1,500 male concentration camp
inmatés. They were shipped eastward under SS guards. With

the exception of a few who had wscaped shortly before ~— and two
of them, the sisters Roth, were able to appear as witnesses

before this Tribunal ——, nothing further has been discovered

about the fate of the young "Hungarian Jewesses" of the Krupp

Pirnm,
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The 520 female concontration camp inmates ranged in age
from 15 to 25 years. Some of them were students. They were
members of the Jewish faith and because of their religion had
been selected and foreibly removed in May 1944, together with
their families, from their homes in Ozechoslovakia, Rumania and
Hungary, and transported to the infamous Auschwitz concentratign
camp in Polaz;xd.‘ The Czechs, about 50% of the total of 520, had
lived in the area of Czechoslovekia which was turned over to
Bungary by Germany after its occupation of Czechoslovakia.

At Auschwitz, they were stripped of all their possessions and
their clothing was replaced by a single issue of sack-like zrey
garments made of burlap and wooden clogs with fabric tops.

Parts of their heads were shaved. Many of their femily members

were gassed in Auschwitz. From Auschwitz, the women wers shipped

to a camp at Gelsenberg, .a short distance from Essen, which was
under the control of the commander of the Buchenwald concentration
camp. Here the Xrupp officials selected the 520 inmates shipped tq
Essen. They were referred to as "Hungarian Jeowesses'!,

The camp at Hﬁmboldstrasse used for housing these concentrati on
camp inmates consisted of four sleeping barracks, and a building
referred to as the kitchen in which food was served and eaten by the
inmates, ‘The camp also included an air raid trench:which was
designed to protect the inhabitants against fragments and splinters
but was completely without value as a protection against heavy bombs.
The camp was surrounded by barbed wire, and guarded by guard towers
manned by members of the 8S, to prevent the inmates from escaping,

The barracks were burned down in an air raid on 25 October 1944,
The former kitchen building was patched, and the entire population
was then crowded into this building where they lived, notwithstanding

the fact that rain leaked in. The inmated slept upon a little straw
, .

~
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on the floor. The washroom facilities were destroyed and not re-
placed. During another air rsid on 31 December 1944, this building
was hit, and thereafter the entire population lived in the cellar of
this bombed out building where it was damp and cold and ventilation
was poor. otoves could not be used, The inmates carried planks
to the cellar and spread insufficient straw on the planks. They

did not have two blankets per person as prescribed by the SS. Only one




blanket was furnished by the Krupp firm. %This the girls had to
use, not only as their sole item of bedding, but also tq protect
them against the cold and rain during the long marches to and
from the plant ang while»at work, Wéshing facilivies were no
longer available, and practically no gsanitary facilities were
available at the camp. These conditions continued until March
1945, when the girls were evacuated frém Bssen, Although these
conditions were known to all responsible parties, no efforts were
made %o provide other éccommodations or to rebuild any of the
buildings within the camp,

Only one meal was served each day at the camp. It was served
%o the day shift after they returned %o the plant, and to the nizht
shift before their departure to the plant. The meal consisted of .
soup and bread, supplemented with margarine or marmalade. One one
occasion the authorities at the Buchenwald concentration camp
instituted an inquiry as to the failure of the Krupp Pirm to
furnish the sugar which it should have provided to the prisoners.
4 plant meal, called "bunker soup" was given at about noon time %o
the day shift workers during the first few weeks. After the heavy
alr raids in October 1944, Plant meals were no longer furnished,
Yo supplemeﬁtary ration was ever given to the night shift workers.
Some of the German employees, out of pity for the "Hungarian Jewesses!
because of the insufficiency of food, surreptitously. gave some %o
them, -

The S5 furnished coats with distinguishing colored patches
to the girls., Torn pieces of blankets were wrapped around the *
feet and legs of some of the girls. Inmates were required at times
to walk barefoéted, as m any of them possessed neither stockings
nor foot rags, and there were numerous cases of frozen feet and
chilblains. Some of these girls were required to carry bricks and
metal sheets without gloves or other protection.
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Because of the requirements prescribed by the S5 in permitting
the employment of concentration camp inmetes by the Krupp Firm, the
latter arranged with the Essen street railway company for open

"summer® cars for transportation betwsen the camp and the plants,






