Inadequacy of Air Reid Protection

The principul priscner of war ceups in Essen were Kraewsr-
platz, Raumerstrasse, Bcttropstrasse, ana Neoegerathstrasse.
There is no substantial controversy with respect to the
prosecution's description of the conditicns preveiling in
these cuups a&s to air reid protection and it is fully
supperted by the evidence. Originally, the French pris-
oners Of wur were hcused in Kruewerplatz. They were |
transferrew to Bottropstrugse in Merch, 1942. That C P
was Gestroyed in un air raiu in 1943, enu the priscners
were then wovea to Noegerqthstrasse where tney rewainea to
the end of the war noutwithstandaing thet the Cuwp was hit
at least sixvtiues in air raids, twice severely. Bottrop=-
strasse was in the arca of the Cast Stesl Factory anu
Kruewerplatz .was luwediately adjoining. Nuegerathistrusse
‘Was Sole distance away but was close to the wein line of &«
railroau. The proxiwity of these ca@ps, particulerly

the first three, to the 80-0dd Krupp factories in Essen,

- rendered thew extremely dangercus. The responsibility for
the selection of the camp sites and their equipmént waS
upon the firu, subject to the approvel of representatives
of the Stalug. In Septewber, 1939, after the outbreak of
war, the Krupp 5fficials iumedivtely anticipated that the
Krupp builiings would be bowbed. This «ffiructively
appears frow the testiwony Qf Schroeder, a Krupp official.

Nevertheless, the prisoner of war culups were located |
in «bout as uwangerous places s could be founa. Presuuably,
the location wes cue in part ot least to thae faet thut

proxiuity to the fucteries woula prevent losé‘of werking
tiwe in going tou wna frow the Ceuups. However this way be,
it is certain thut the Cawps were located in &n area thut
wes subject to bowbing attacks; that these becuwe increase-
ingly severe as the wer progressed, and that never at any
tlue were uaequate shelters proviced. In 1941, at Kraewer-

platz, there existed air raid shelters in the forw of sli




trenches. - The Stalag protested that these facilities
5ffer shrapnel proof protection for 220-225 wen at
Lost, whereas the totel compleient of the camp =t that
tluwe was 450. Correction of the situstion wus deluyed
by the firw bectuse "of the possibility of wuving the
prisoner ¢f war cuwp." The nuwber of inuctes had
resched 600 by a year luter und so far as appesrs frowu
the credible e¢vidence the request of Stalag hau not
been cowpliew with.

A railway tunnel serveu «s tine uilr raiug sShelter at
Noegeruthstrusse where between 1200 unu-lEOO prisunefs
lived. The tunnel was sufficient L0 accoLucdate about
two-thiras of that nuuber. Noegerathstrasse wus pruc-
tically destroyed_by an &lr raid in 1944. Nevertheless
the French priscners of wuar rewsined there. On June 12,
1944, the wedical officer in charge of the cawp protested
tc Dr. Jueger, senicr céwp physician, that there were
170 ien living in « "Gamwp rallwey tunnel not suitable for
berianent accouwcdation of hwuan beings." The wmedical
treatuent wes given out of doors und these living in
the plants were forced tu go for sick call to 4 burnea

thet Lewlcel orderlies were sleeping

out public hguse;
in g meﬁ;s ana that drugs wna wound aressings
were lacking." The Sewe conuitiuns existeuw three wonths
later. On Septeiber 2y 1944, Dr. Jueger wrote the
Qefenugnts Ihn enc Kupke, awong others, thut the cawp

"is infa terrible cunaition. The people living in

ash bins, dog kennels, old baking cvens and self L Ue
huts. The fcod is burely sufficient. Krupp is respon-
sible for housing wna feeding. The supply of wedicine

and bandages is so extrewely bad that proper uwedical
treatuent wus not possible in any cases. This fact is
detriuental to the prisoner ¢f war cawp. t 1s astonishing

that the nw.ber of sick is ncot higher than it is and it




woves between 9 and 10 percent. It is alsc understandsble
thut there is nct much willingness tc¢ work when conditions
&re such as they are wentioned above. When complaints

are made that wany of the priscners of way are absent
frow work for one or two days, the caup can be blawned tc

& grest extent for heving insufficient orgsnization.®

As a result, twc barracks were built fcr the priscners.

&

There has been nc substantial wttenpt on the pert of the
defense to ueny thet the wCCom.cdutions ot Nuegerathstrusse
were not as uescribea., The insistence is that the French
priscners of war thewselves insisbeq upon remaining there
because of the protectiun against wir reias which the
railroad tunnel affordea theu, notwitastendaing that.
another caup four their wecuwwcdation heu been built at
ancther locatiun. The testiwcny of Borschueyer, the
representative of the Stalag, « witness for the defendants,
describes the situaticn and gives the results. He stated:

"This camp wus rebuilt several tiues. When,
one day, it was agein ccupletely wiped off
the wap - and I think on the day of the wir
raid or &t the latest the day after this

~&air raid - I visited this cawmp, together
with Dr. Lehuann whow I used te aCceolpany
through the caips in cases like this, -and
on this cccasicn Dr. Lehmann s2id he could
not ake the responsibility for rebullding
the cawp which, if you are superstitious,
you Light say had its fate cut cut for
itself, that it wss over and over agaln
destroyea whilst the adjacent cap was:
hardly ever hit -~ he teld iwe he could

nut take the responsibility fer rebuilding
this cawp in the suwe place. Ancther CaL.p
Wes prepareu, which I visited ot thut tiwe,
which frow the pouint of view of space ana
in every other respect was withcut fault.
When I t(1é& the priscners of wsr that
they woula be transferred to this new Cai.p
the spukeswan of the French priscners of
war came to we anu requesteq ne - I
should even say he entresteu Le - to leave
his fellow prisoners in the cawp in the
Ncegerathstrasse, although the cawp hau
been cuwupletely aestroyea. Ana the un-
fortunate pecple lived in the wost priwitive
pussible conuitiocns, anu his reason was
this: Tuuwecaiately adjucent to the cawp
there was & railrcwa shelter with an
extrewely strong luyer of cewent on top,
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"and in this reilroad underpass which wes
not open to traffic any wore, Krupp had
Set up a large straw uepot, and there

the prisvners of war fuund shelter. The
best possible shelter wss in this rall-
road unuerpass, anu they coulu lie there
auring the whele night. Anc that was the
reason the s pokesuwn gave ie for his
fellow prisoners of war Wanting tc rewmain
&t the Noegerathstrasse cawp unuer those
priwitive ccnaitions, ruther than to wcve
intc @ new anu nicer Cawp. He tola we
iiterally, the 'railrcsa tunnel is our
life insurcnce.! I repeated this to

Dr. Lehwann, who ilcaeuiately stetea his
willingness t¢ let the priscners of war
stay 1in Noegerathstrasse, «na tc rebuild
the cawp once woure, I believe for the
sixth tiwe.®

The witness further testified .that the Frenchuen
volunteered to rebuild the cawp themselves and did
Sc. The railway tunnel referred to could accouiscidate
but approxiwately half the priscners. The others lived
in the plants of the Cest Steel Factory which was &
target for inereasingly severe sir raids,

We 4o not think that the testiwcny of Burschueyer
presents a defense tc the viclatiun of the obligaticn
of the Krupp firi. to furnish wdequate air raeid pro-
tection tc the priscners of war. Quite upart frou
the fuct that it wus illegal tc ewpluy thew at all
Tor war work, and to¢ ewploy thew in so GuUNgerous an
area, 1t was the duty of the elpluyers tc see that
these prisoners were pruperly housed «né furnished with
aaeqUute air raid protection. They were helpless anu
in « very real sense they were wards of their wasters,

As befure sald, the Russiun priscners of war began
40 arrive in Essen in 1942, They were locuted in
Rauuerstrusse, Hafenstrasse and Herderstrusse. A ‘report
by Eichueier to the defendent Lehmann, of an inspecticn
of camp Herderstrasse, on October 13, 1842, offered in
evidence by the defense, states among other things:

"Air raig precaution implements are nissing

altcgether . Air raig slit trench for
both guards sna prisoners is wlsc missing.n
~85..
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With respect to Raumerstrasse, it wes reported on October
16, that Stalug representatives hud wade an inspection
ana that they hau founw "there are no air raid instal-
lations for the guarus or the prisoners of war. One
coula not help gaining the iwpression that the space
needea for sawe was not considered in the planning.n

On Jenuary 15, 1943, the aefendent Lehi.ann réportea to
the Housing Adwinistration that "yesterday Céptain

Fiene of the locul gusrd ares culled Le and s=id thet
slit trenches for the protecticn against splinters

would have to be provided as soon as possible in the
prisoner of war camps." Hafenstrasse camp was cowpletely

destroyed in a raid in March, 1943, and at that tiwe
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'still lacked even slit trenches as air raid protection.

In January 11, 1943, the gefenaunt Lehwsann reperted

as follows:

"On Sgturday, 9 Jenu.ry ot 22.30 the wistrict guard
officer, Hauptmaﬁn {Captain) Dahlueann, rang we up and
toeld we that the guerys in our POW cawps in Reulerstrasse
were only just able to suppress a revolt awcng the Russia
POW's on the occasion of the air-raid on Essen. In
the opiniun of Hauptwass (Captein) Duhliann the reason
why the POW's becciwe restive is that in the Rauierstrasse
cawp there are no slit trenches. He urgently requests
that such trenches be dugvin crder awmong cther things
net to disturb the surrounding civilian population in
case of serious trouble.n?

A copy of this report was sent tc the Jefendants
Loeser, Krupp, Ihn ana Kupke, awmong cthers.

It further appears frow a uefense cccument that the
prisoners lacked even enocugh sand t¢ put out phosphorcus
boubs which fell arcund the CaLiDa '

The defense evidence was te the effect that‘there
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was available to the prisoners at Rauuerstrssse ™a pas=-
Sugeway underneath the peilroau tracks® which they used

11r raeid shelter. At this cawp, there were frou
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as &n
1200--1500 priscners whu the witness adwitteu that the
passageway could not aecauuudate that nuwber so thuat
during an air raid the rewsinder had tc stay in cawp

and use slit trenches which finslly hua been built as

the result of the report of defendant iehmann &bove

set forth.

Discrinination in the wabter of sir raic protection
is also shown by the testimony of the dsfense witness
Marquardt whc werked in one of the nunerous factories
in Essen, utilizing the libor of ceoncentration cemp
iniates and French priscners of war, as well as of other
nationalities. In the swuwer andé fall Jf 1944, air
attacks had beccwe increusingly frequent. The aevastuatin
effect had been fully demonstratea. As ccunsel for the
defense says the fucturies uf the Gusstahlfuebrik had
indeed becuwe a battlegrouna. Protection during working
hours was nu less essential than in the culps. Marquarat
testified that at that tiwe the Gerwan ewployees used
a new alt ruld shelter which had been built for Shei.

The concentration caup inates used s "day roow" in the
factory, forwerly used by the Gerusn eliployees, which
had been reinforeed with vrotective walls and a goncrete
ceiling. The French priscners of war were coupelled to
use a tunnel which they had dug in a slag heap cutside

the -cawp. .
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