General Trikunal of the M litary Cov.rmucnt

of the

Frcneh "one of Oceuration in Germany.

30 Junc 1948
in the¢ c2se gzeinst
Hermann TORECHTING and othors
cherge  with
Crimes against Peace,

Ver Crimes and Crimes agoinst Humenitw.




The General Tribtunal

In wiew of Isw Mo. 10 of the /1lied Control Counci] dated 10

Decemker 1945 releting to the runishment of ~crsons cullty of war

CTLIES, crimes areinst serec and arainst humanity,

In vicw of Ordinsncc Nos, 2C and 36 of the French SURTreme
Commander in Cermeny, deted 25 Noverl.r 1945 anl 25 Feliruery 1946
relatine to the rerression of wer crimes, crimcs s-ainst eace and
acainst humenity,

“hereas within the meening of the terms off thes. stetutes, the
Filitare Covernment Trilunals of the French "one of Ocewetion in Germany
are com etent te ju ;e o1l nersons other than Frouch noticnsls who have
rendercs themsclves puilty of erimgs “eeinst peace, wor crimes snd erimes

arainst humenity,

"Thercas Hermenn 'DECHTTNG; Irnst 10ECHTING, von GI YINGEN, 12IEL
and "ODENH/USFT 2p¢ keing charged with crimes o ainst rtace, wer crimcs
an? crimes azeinst hunonit » by virtue of an Tniictiient leted 25 Hovember
1947 which wng commurricated to them the same latc; thet in the course
of the “roceedinrs, namely on 15 f3 i 1948, the Fw ie Irosceutor has
stated thet he was LToY Tire the ol apres geainst Brnst OFCETING, von
GRIINCTN, TUIRS and ICTENH/UCET on the count of eriuiics epeinst “cace,
an that in his closing statement the charce of cximes ¢ einst humanity
Wes not rctained (as for a5 these three are conesrnc);

Thercas: the Pulic Frosceutor has in the scssion cf 24 2y 1948
stated the facts with which be definitely charced the defendants in the
course of the SrOCaGUIryS;

"Mersas the Tonon Chrrter of € Juzust 1S45 which is incormcrated
in Taw No, 10 mentioncd 2ove, fefirus the erimes in qu.stion as follows:
a) crives arirast C2ee, thet is to sey the
direeticn, the - “eration, the unlcashing
or the wa iny of & yop of 22gression or a
war cf vicletion of Intornetional treatics,
arrecments Or. assuionces o Fartici-aticn
in a common “lan or conspirecy for the
accomplishment of anv of the lorcsoing;

b) war erimes, thet is to say the violation of




the rules and customs cf werfarc. These
vicletions inclulc, ut ere not limited
to, murler, mistrcatnent or deportetion
to slave lelor, or for eny othir ;urrose,
of civilien porulation from occuried
territory, murder or mictrestment of
rrisoncre of wer cr «c«rsons on the sces,
killing of hoste_cs, -lunder of pullic
cr rivate ~rovcrty, wenton destruction
of citics, towme or villogas, onh
devestetion not justificd by wilitary

necessity.

=

"herecas frticle 2, Peregrarh 2, of Tew Fo, 10 stetes concerning

crimes ageirnet r~cecc thet any rerson is ree-onsihic who hes held a high

civilian or milit-ry ceition in Cermeny or rn im ortent 1csition in the

financial, in‘ustriel or cconomic 1lifc of Cermeny or its .1lics;

= "heress there is no cause to reisc in this Judsment the guestion egain
hut te consider ss ~crminent certeinprinei-les which hove leen sstellished
by the Judgments of the Internetionel Iilitsry Trihbuncl fer nejor war
criminals of 1 Octolcr 1946, in erticular the eriminel cherceter of wers
of argression, anc thc¢ leral rirht of rrosccuting thosc who esre rcs-onsille

therefor;

"ith rerard to Hermenn TOFCHT INC

e e o e e, e g, e e e S i . . i .

hercas Hermann "CTCHTING, ared 75, took over in 1696 the technical
- direction of the stecel -lants »t Voclklingen which his frthor has Lought
in 1881 end w ich were forme? inte a dorporetion in 1686 unler the neme of
nfoechlingsche Biscn und Strhlworks Gessllschaftn; thet in 1910 he tock
ol over the ~e¢neral dirscction cf the “usiness on the cesth of his father; that
the steel ~lents 2t Veoelklincen ore: one of the most im crtent stecel works
in the territory of the fear, “rocucine 700,000 tons oi steel ner annum, and
mosscssine numorous Tienches  in Germeny end alroel,cs;¢eially in hurope
end 'mcriea, for the exrloitetion of rofincd stoclp
"herces Hermenn ROFCHTTNG hzs alwnys revesloed himsclf as a militant
sutscriher ~f nationsl-socislist relicy, thet he joincd the NSD/P in 1935,
after heving epreed with Hitler thet it had not heun Sk edient to introduce

the Nezy Terty into the Sear, before the re-inclusion of the territory into

the Teich;

“hercas in the Trdictment Hermenn [ORCHTTNG is charged with having

rerticinate’ in the “ro-~arrticn of wers
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of aggression, thet in this respect it is ¢srecially of account thet
he is ellezed to hove heen rresent ot seversl secrct conferonces with
COPING in 1986 2nd 1937, which were held in conncction with the Four
Ycer Tlan, and thet it is #lleged. he had in the tcrfitor;'of Baden
strensly ~ushed the utilisation of “cor-crede cre which id not ray
cecmmercielly;

"hereas it is coriect thrt Hermenn ORCITING hes hocn -resent at
several of thesc conferinces, which he Jous not ‘uny, Lub status that
the ~urrosc of thuse conferences wes not solcly the reermement of the
Leich tut also the cconcmic “uvelo ment of the ccuntry;

‘herces, moreover, the act that Germeny wes 1 erin-its rearmanent
foce not necesserily im ly -- as the International «d1itery Tritunal hes
steted —= thet its aim wes to launch wers of aggression; thet OZCHTING
stetes he hes never hcar® ~rojects of this neture beln: discwrsed during
such confercnces;

“hereas the c:ploitetion of »cor-grede cre nay e justified by
ccenomic neceseitics, it <oes net infer, cven from the ~oint of view of
refrmement, the unavoicdsrhle obliration te unleeshing wors of aggression;
thet GCermany could heve intro ‘uced the utilisation of ocr~grade ore
in crder not he denendont an imrorts which in time of wer would [robebly
heve cease’, and -ould have made her deren ont on forcisn ccuntries;

“hercas the Trosccution ~oes not .show precof that Hermenn :QECHTING
was infcrmed of the wers of aggression which werc cventurlly underteken
vy the CGerman Governmsnt, ncr that he pértielpated in the rrénsraticn-of

[}

such wers; that this Court of the Indictment must thercfore he set aside;
“herees it is ro~ir to ¢:tmine whether Hemann “CECHTING hes parti-
cireted in the conduct ci the wars of aggressiong
herces after the inveeion of F6lant in 1939, of Denmerk, Norway,
T -1y - ot o N eyl ~.. 3 =
felpivm, Tuzemdure, the M therlands in 1940, of Juroslavie, Creecc and
»ugeia in 1941, noonc could any loénger have any Jou ts concerning the
DUEEREE O : Y oULEEE el 1 : Covernme ~ & i
b of the wars unleeched by the Government of the icich, that the
2ggressive cherecter of these wers has morcover “eon rccosnised by the

aforesaid Ju’gment of ‘-, Internesticonal ilitary,Tribunal;
, 2

“hhercas Hermenn ‘CECHTTNC  ste:—e: ocut 97, his



role of industrialist, cemanded and accepted hish aldnistrative
rositions in order to develo™ the German ferrous rro ucticn;

“hereas actuslly in 1940, Hermann DTORECHTING ccce;ted the rositions
of "Generelbeauftragter” (Tlenirotentiary-General) for the steel plants
of the Nerertments of the oselle and of Meurthc-ct— oseclle Sudj thet by
virtue of these rositicns he errlied totel scizurc of thesc enternrises
with en ennuel cerecity of more than 9 million tons, anc em leying more
than 200,000 neorle; that after the ellccaticn of =lente effected by
Coering in 1941, Hermeann “ORCHTIFNC reteined his hold on 21l these
enterrrises in his cerecity as "Cenerelieauftresterit, atten;ting by all
rossihle means to increase the rrocduction of thesc slonts desipnated
for the wer effort of the Ticich;

“hercas a2t the Tepinning of 1942, the stecl production in Germeny

being feirly low, Hormenn "ORCHIING wrote to Cocring in order to advise
him of the siturtion en? to rropose remedies to him, in yerticular an
annual incrcase in the rroduction of from 600,000 to 70C,000 ton, infor—
ming him thet he regretted he was unable to apnlyv thosc remedics

throush lack of sufficicnt zuthority and that hc ofifcred his scrvices

in order to seve the situation; thet he also wrotc:

"that Lesed on a study of foundries, onc Jiscovers
what cen te done '~ “he lony run. I cen indicete
with hceres of success the rosl thet must te followed.n
“herceas on 3C /oril 1942 Hermarnn TOZCHT 7T mede new -~rorosals
to Speer, the “finister of /rmament, with a view to inercesing the
rroduction of iron;
‘hereas on 29 ¥ay 1942 Ccering 2r-ointed Hermenn :CLCHTING
President of the " cichsvereini;ung Fisenv (8VE) (fcich fesociation Iron),
an association the rur-cec of which was to dircet the wer cffort of the
Feich in order to coordinatc and in ensify the forrous ezrloitation in
Cermany; that on 18 June 1942, his rowers were cibondod te all the
countries occuic Ly the igich with the title of n.cichsbceuftrageern
(National Commissicncr); that this = oinbment ~leced under his direction
the cccuried territories of the “lest, Norwey, llsacc, lcrreinc,
Tuxem~urs, Sty ie, fotwthern Carinthie, cohemia, 2ravie, Toland, the

Ukreine and Serhia, with cxtensive authority to teke all meesures

neecssary to




inercase the rreducticn;

“herces in a engech mede at Fnuttanre ((osells) on 10 Junc 1942,

CECHTINM 2pneunced hie “rosrvam znd his full ldctatorial ~ cwers;
thet he hod as Vice—rreeidents of the naVEM Kru-w von “CETILN, end

pl
ICET ' an? thet onen: the members of the lenesins Tosud there were

smme of the bipgrpest Cormen steel indpstrialists (Srnst TCTIECEN, 7/NCGTR,
[TICK, LtC.), and thet in this marncer Hormenn QECHT INC wes at the

hcad of the Cermen sitecl industry;

hercas in his “csitirn &g rictstcr for iron and stecl in Germany
and the occuried countrice, Hormann “CTCHITINC -rovesd to "o cof prarti-
culerlv srcat zcal an’ chowed himself cstremcly her towrrds the
circctors of occu~icd lantes; thet with the swrort of the repime of
terror which Corasny czerelsed over thesc territorics, ho cdenanded of
them that they work in crdcr te inercase the armzment of o Tower at
wer with their own country; thet this is shown by the tcstimony of
numcrous witnesses hoer? (in rerticuler Jubrun, Viesire, .rcicr,Ferrot);

“hereas duc to his telents as techndeiesn en! 21lso 4o the rossure

which he excreisel over the in'ustry of cceuric! cowntrics, Hormann

| (CTCHTTINE was ghle t¢ eidminste the 'ro~ in ferrous rocducticn which had

I=5)

| set in at the “ceiming of 1042, »g it cen ¢ scon from 2 rovort dated

14 Fevember 1945, written b Gencrel THOIAS, chicf of Ter Econcmy cf

the Teich; ‘thet this re-ort statos in “orticuler thet the rele of tﬁe

L

tipistry fer Tgich Teoncmy hed heen ¢liminated 2s far s¢ the  reluction

¢ ¢f iron and stecl was ctneernzd to the sdverntese of the .-, 25 soon as

this orrariem had “cun croated;

i

“hereas the 2cticns of Hermann "G CHTING have undisnutcrly contri-

uted i

=

1 a larze mezeurc to the continustion of aggressive wers during

three” years; thet thoerc 2re croun’s to retein eocinst him the Count

cf undertekine arsressive worsg

‘hereas it is neceseary te examine the Counts rotedn.d against

Ecrmann TORCHT TN concerning wear crimes;

That there is ceusc to sscertain that : ftor the Wi ol e of
Yo e o o [T - e T Y i i - . . 3
eperessive wars, Hermeun TCTORTING, stirpring out of his role of
incustrislist, after heving dumeniled hirh eiuinistretive an leading

roeitions concernine the stecl exrloiteticn of tho sgich, hes coneon-

treted his esctivity to cewvelor the ~rocuction of stool to the highcest

reesitle extent;




“hereas Hermann -COTCHIING had demended the Jutius of
nCenereltesuftragtert for the stecl lents of Mosolle and fcurthe—ot—
Icsclle; thot he wrotc in fect tc "U/CKFI en 28 Jecumber 1S4C in order
to thenk him for thesving hel-ced him to obtein a positicn which was
hichly sstisfectory! tc him, thet going “cyond his Junlcs of contrel
end informeticn, he Tcheved ee if bhe wes ebsclube owner i these
(nberprisss, rerteking in ¢ pulsion meesuies wxlertaken cgeinst the
(rizhtful) owners, arycinting Cerman directors to renlece the rightful
oWner;

“hercas Auring o first ~eriod from June 1940 to Fobivery 1941,
Bermann FOTCHTTNG su~licd a com lote scizure of the steel rlents of the

65 % of

Toselle and the *eurthce=et=loselle Swl, waich rorrosonied
French "roducticn, totellins en snnuel iron caricity cf % willicn tons
of Tiouid steel and .2y lovimg more then 200,000 wworucrs; thet in these

furctions Hermenn “QTOFTINC 2is his uvtmost to ro-o2ir tho lant as

re-iflv es ~ogsitle in crder to increase the wor eotentiel of the Lieichs

thot he Aid net hositete te licuidate imcrtent guentitice of merchandise
in order to obtain reslirerle assats without furrmishing te the real

cwners a trerer inventorys
Thet Aurins 2 sccond —eriod frem Felrusry 1941 to llorch 1944,

efter Cooring hed ordered the 2llocetion of the lfosclle steel [lants to

ntc! the irstellaticns

O
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vorious Germen firme, Fermann ~CFCHT NG wes 21lc
5

‘crville (Karls-

cf the "coeete Torreine ¥iniere et Metellurgiruen =t T
huette) over which he reecived en o tion (te ~wrchesc) while continuing

to eiercisc his functicne >f nCenureliueauftiastern over the [lants of

1

cselle and Veu the—cr=ioeclle Sud, which wes ovir

I

1 twrelve rlants dn the

meet rroductive rogion of PFrances

That “urine this “ericd the rlente wore monazcd % 2 loss, the

sclling price of the stecl beins below thet of the ~rofuctic:, thet
FOPCHTIN wes  forcad to horrow 160 millicns from o comi'zny subservant

te the Cermcns, the "Seciete d¢ Creldits st d'Investiss.merts?, in cider

tc cover u~ the leoss end thst he orteined from Gicholonmne esnd Cathele,
Yipisters of the Tetein Ceovernment, that the Fronch Covermment would take
over the recerei™lity cof rers ing this sum;

That durins a third -ericd, from lerch 1944 to tiw ILikeraticn, the
rlants were roturne’ to thelr owners Hut remaine? uwnder the severe control

of Hermenn TOECHT T




who, bearing no len er the finenciel resyonsilility of the ~lents,
foreer! them nevertheloss to - reduee for the Cermen wer ciffort;

“herces thoush it is dmressitlc to name rreciscly the totel of tons
of stcel ~roductes thus - ut ot the dis ecsal of the lgich wer cifort,
1t is -rorer to rimeabcr that durine the menth of areh 194) the Germans
cclehratod the extraction ¢f thc hunircith million ton of ore from the
irer mines of Frstern Francey

“hereas the exrloiteticn of thise ~lants hes beun cceomr lishud
solclw at the cyrenss of cceuricd countrics end the witnoss Tulecote has

naimed

the firvre of apwroeximetely one »11lion (millszd) Trence as the

feficit due to Hoermenn “(TCHTIN g managenent, which hes Luen chearged to

the French Trozesursy
“hercee the Telch wer - otentisl hes =lmost exclusively Tenefited from

thie cx-~loitetion, thet Hermann "ORCETING in a mumorendum to (C9ING on

A Jenuary 1942, stated himeclf that iren and cosl coull “¢ deducted only

in '"hemeorathic” quantity in the cceuried countrics from the i ure wer

ceeromy an? tg -ut at the disosal of s~ecific neelds of thcsc counttrics;

=
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lermenn “O7CFTIFC had develered in the ocecw icd countries a

pregrem of removal of machinery and transfer thom to Comazny cor to iWussia,

anc te ~ut them in -roluction for the Tcich war ¢tfort, thet cn the 23

December 1941 he wrotc te an officer whe wes in lussiag
"I “elieve thet it is “rorer to romove from thc ceourled
recions in the Fourthe-ct~licselle and cventurlly from
T“cleium anl the Yerth of Frznee the necessary instelletions
in order to sct geing the ~léents in the reions where yeu find
yourself.. I heve slready ~rovesed te . Pei-or some time gE0
te remove the ortire relling mill Jocuf to Heria olM;
hercas as » mntter of fact the cssentisl erts of Blic rolling mills
of Jeecuf were sent to the Ukreine in 1947, thet thet rerresirted considerable
meteriel, that it was losCed on 42 reilrood cars, thet the ;lent at

Jocuf ig at  this date immc iliscd due to this feet; thet Cenrel von

STITTY/CET. attracted ettenticn in » sceret rerort, Jetod & Octoher 1942,

stzted to the Ministry of /rmament, the 1fficulty



he had to obtain from the French the consent to transfer to the East
the electrical machinery of the rolling mills and added that thanks
to the "decisive sollaboration' of Hermann Rocchling, the French
Government had censented to the dismantling of the Jocuf enterprise;
that the Defendant asserts that he had thus secured the agreement

of a Covernment virich he considered as the legal Governmeﬂt of France;
that he however, could not fail to know that this Government, whether
legal or not, applied the German policy in France in a servile wmanner
and committed treason against its country in dancing to the tune of
the enemy; that in addition this agreement with the Plbtain Government
was not carried through and that the removal of this material becane
the object of protests, purely "pro forma" in fact, from the point

of the French Covernnment, as a result of the failure of this agree-
ment; that there is cause to establish the leading role played by Her-
mann Roechling in this operation;

“hereas, in addition, an clectric motor has been removed
from the Joeuf plant and taken to Karlshuette near Thionville, which
Hermann Roechling considered as an object which would be definitely
his own;

“hereas the rolling mill of Yriden (Holland) has been
dismantled at the suggestion of Hermann Reechling, in order to be sent
to ‘latensbedt (Brunswick) in July 1943, as it appears from the testi-
mony of M. Perrot;

That these are facts characterised as ccohomic plunder;

“hereas Hermann Roechling is being charged with having
personally profited from systematic plunders which were accomplished
in order to aupgnent the war pobential of Germany;

"hereas immediately after the occupation of Poland, the
firm Roechling had cobtained the management of the Laura and Koenigshuet-
te plants; that contrary to what he claims, Hermann Roechling had
demanded this mission, as it is proven by an affidavit of the Super-
visory Board of Voelklingen, dated 17 Noverber 1939; that he made no
secret of his desire to obtain later the ownership of these plants;
that he in fact wrote in a letter, dated 19 Deceember 1939, addressed
to pastor (Rocchling director):

e shall only then succeeded in reaching our objective,
that is to obtain definite possession of these cnter-
nrises, when we shall act in the

-9—




capacity of interpreter of National=Socialist prin-
ciples in maintaining these in the strongest manner
and in practising them: e must thus prove that we
arc the faithful supportcrs of the Fuchrer's policies,
that is to say that we must follow herc a policy of Ger-
manization, as much as that is possibleisses.s If we
do not conduct ourselves in this manncr, even though
we certainly will obtain the management of the enter—
prise, it is teday the least doubtful. that we would be
able to obtain the actual ovmership of these enter-
Priscs.!;
‘hereas in fact it is established that the firm Roech-
ling took posscssion of these two plants from the month of May 1940

to 1 October 1941, that at the end of 18 months Hermann Roechling did
not give up this exploitation except in order to assure for himself
that of the steel plants of occupied France over which he had exer-

cised complete seizure and which he coveted:
tlhereas if the desire which he has tﬁus manifested to
become, after the war, owncr of these Folish plants is not sufficient
to characterizec it as a personal appropriation, it is necessary to
consider his cfforts in the Mosell from a different dtandpoint;
‘herewas from the moment of the invasion of France,
Hermann Roechling, going beyond his functions as "Goneralbeauftragter!

personally accomplished a complcete seizure of the »lants of the De-
partments of the llosell and Meurthe-ct-lioselle Su¢, and particularly

the establishments of the "Sociétd Lorraine Miniere ot Lietallurgique',
the said "Karlshuctte! at Thionville;

That in February 1941, Goering ceded to him the manage-—
ment of this plant together with the right to purchasc it in case
of a Reich victory;

tlhercas he protested vehenently against this allocation
which he considered insufficient, by reminding him of his accomplish~
ments (his strurglec against the French dating from 1919, his utili-~
zation of poor grade ore, his action in favor of the creation of the
"Hermann Goering "Jerke" in face of the unanimous opposition of German

industry;

That in fact he behaved as owner of thesc plants, as

if this property had been transferred to him; that on 16 Dececmber

1940, Raabe, the ""Generalbeauftragter!" of the iron
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mines of Eastern France, was in a position to writc to Sceretary of
Statc Korner that Hermann Roechling desired to obtain the mincs of
Hayange in order t9 consolidatec them within "his" Karlshucttc, that
he had transported ar clectric motor from the Jocuf plant in spite
of the opposition of thc owner;
whereas on 2 May 1943 he founded a cormany so-called
"Iisen und Stahluerke Karlshuctte!" in Thionville, thc plurposc of
which was the manufacturing of iron and stecl;
That this manocuver of appropriation culminated in
the taking -without the consent of the rightful owncr - of a mortgage
on the propertics of the plants which profited particularly the Reech-
ling Bank of Caarbruccken, which was entircly subscrvicnt to the
Roechling Company of Voelklingen and of which he was the moving spirit;
2 thereas these plants which had during four years been
exploited for the purposc of increasing the Reich war potential, could
not be returncd to their rightfdl cwners until after the liberation
of the Department of Moselle, dnd that under these circumstarnces,
Herrann Roechling has thus participated in the systematic plunder
of occupicd countrics for his personal profit;
“hereas it is in vain that the Defendant claims that
having built four blast furnaces in this plant in 1907, he had the
right to consider himself as owner of these plants after the de facto

annexation of the Department of oselle in 1940;

That in fact these four blast furnaces had been scized
and sold under the reparations clauses of the Treaty of Versailles,
and that the Defendant had received from this salce an indemnity fronm

'} the Reich Government - that on the other hand no Treaty involving

territorial cessions had existed between France and Gormany since
the events of thc month of June 1940 - the private sropoertics of
the Departments of Moselle, Lower Rhine, and Upper Ihinc were still
undcr the protection of the Hague Convention and as such could be

neither seized nor confiscated;

“hicrcas it is equally in vain that Hermamn Roechling
maintains that ¢ had invested large sums in these nlants, while
in fact, even admitting that this should be the casc, it would in
no way modify the responsibility of the Defondant, sincc cxpenscs
ineurred for an object obtained by means of a criminal act or an

offense do not eliminate the fraudulent character of such a

possession;

bl




“Thercas Hermann Roechling has cqually srabbed the plants
of Reichshofen (Lower Rhine belonging to the "Socibté des Tréfileries
Hurth";

That the Defendant has recognized that from the month
of June 1940 on, one of his employees named Glesccke had taken pos-

session thercorf;

That at the beginnihg of 1941 the firm Locchling had
obtained from the German authorities a leasec with promise of sale
of the above mentioned plants, that these were purchascd a while

later and thot a company with limited liability, so-called"Draht-

industrie" was crcated for its exploitation;

whereas it is only after the liberation of the Depart~-
ment of Lower Rhine that these plants could be returncd to their
rightful owners, and that as a matter of fact important cuantities
of industrial material were found missing, having been sent to
Germany;

“lhercas it is proven that Hermann Rocchling had ob-

.tained the management and later had acquired the property of this
"plant in violation of the tecrms of the Hague Convention;

‘hereas in order to be able to manufaciurc a certain
type of war material in his plants at Voelklingen, a nctal structurc
weighing ninc hundercd and fifty thousand Kilograms which belonged
to the "Socicté de Sain Gobain! was dismantizd from this company!'s
plants at Circy (Meurthc-ot-Moselle) and rmoved to Voclklingen again

in spite of the objections of its ownerss;

“hereas the Dofendant raintains that this represented

a requisition made by the German authorities;

But whercas it is established from a letter of 12 May
1942 that this requisition has been carriecd out only after the stale-—
mate reached by the private negotiations made betwoen the "Socicte
de Saint~Gobain and the firm Rocehling, and that atrtho very time
when the halls were being dismantled, on 9 July 1941, the owners were
writing to Herrmann Roechling to protest against a requisition which
had been effccted at his request and for his profit;

slhereas these facts constitute a frauduleont
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acquisition of »rivatc goods belonging to inhabitants of occupied
countries and is a violation of the Hague Conventionj

TThereas Hermann Roechling is charged with having lavish-
ed advice on the lazi Government in order to utilize the inhabitants

of occupicd countrics for the war effort of the Rcich;

Therecas in a report dated 17 July 1942, the President
of the RVE suggests to the Directorate of POV Service attached to
the Tjchrmacht to discover in the Stalags French or Belgian POlis who
were netallurgical specialists, in order to assign thern to Gerian
industry;

“therces in a merorandun dated 12 Augsust 1942, Hermann
Roecchling, as President of the RVE, requested from Shecr, in order
to augment steel production, a supplement of 45,000 foreigners; that
in a report of 15 August 1942 he reminds him that 5,000 POus and
45,000 Russian civilian workers were to be put at his disposal; that
in a report dated 5 October 1942 he advises Speer that 150,000 Rus-
sian Polls arc hardly suffucient to maintain the production quota
of that time;

Thereas cn & February 1943 Hermann Rocchling sent to
the Nazi lecaders in Berlin a menorandun requesting that he obtain
the utilization of Belgian labor in order to develop Gerran industry;

that he suggests in this connection that youths of 18 to 25 should

be drafted to obligatory work under Germen cormand —— which would
mean the utilization of approximately 200,000 persons —- and that
he added:

"If a large quantity of young Belgions arc in our hands
in close formations, they would also scrve as hostages
to the good conduct of theoir parents,!

-“Thereas in a report dated 4 Januery 1943, Hermann Roech-
ling requestcd that ncgotiations be started immediatcly in order to
obtain a considcrable number of Russian youths of about 16 ycars of
age for labor in the iron industry;

“therecas in a memorandun dated 8 February 1943, addressed
to Marshal Keitel, Herrann Roechling requested the taking of a general
census of Ffonch, Belgian and Dutch youths in order to ferec them to
work in war plants or to dreft them into the Tihriacht together with
the promulgation of a law which would rmake work obligatory in the
occupiced countrics;

thercas at the beginning of 1943 Hermann Roechling

requested from Spcer that obligatory work be
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instituted in France, for nen as well as for women, in ordcr to
achieve the envisaged increase in the plant production in occupied
territorics;

thereas it is thus proven that Hermann Rocchling in
his important function as President of the RVE or as Reichsbeauftraster
has ihcited the Reieh authorities in the most insiduous manncr to
employ inhabitants of occupied countrics and Poils in armament werk ,
with complete disregard of huran dignity and the terms of the Hague
Convention;

thereas there is cause to consider thesc not as a par-
ticular war crimec but as a phasc of its activity involved in the con-
dqpt of wars of aggression and that the facts listed above must be
considered togcther with those of which he is charged under the group
of crimes against the peace;

thereas concerning the purchases of rictallurgical pro-
ducts made in Faris by the "Socitté Lorsar! and the purchascs of
various types of nerchandise effected by the "Socitbe Rogcs!, the

Prosecution docs not statc with suffidont exactitude the nature and
importance of such operations, which is also the éasc concerning the
manner in which these operations were settled, which would scrve to
inform the Tribunal whether these are operations of cconcmie plunder
or nct, and therefore there is no reason to retain this Count of the
Indictment ;

“ihercas the Prosecution accuses Hermann Roechling of
having excreised great scverity in order to foree the Fols and the
deportees working in his plants to porforn their work, and to have
tolecrated or cncouraged inhuman excecutions of punishments which
were ncted out;

“lcreas if Hermann Roechling has employed FPows and
deportees which were sent to him — to him just the samc as to other
industrialists -~ as a result of a request for labor directed to
competent authoritics, there is cause to considor under what con-—
ditions this criployment took place; that on this subject the Prosc—
cution has furnished corroborative depositions, from the part of
workers, doctors, medical orderlics and guards;

“lhercas it results from these depositions that food was
absolutely insufficient, that the workers werc cbliged to swap their
own personal possessions and their clothing for food; that there werc
weeks on cnd without neat, that rany workers became 111, were covered
with discharging sores, that some collapsed from wealmess and had to
be transported vithout delay to hospital; that Imwmischan, charged with

labor inspection, has declarcd that the condition of the workors at B
Roechling was catastrophic, particularly from the point of view of fcod,
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that sanitary conditions were very poor, that the worlwers were
covered with licec, that they were beaten for trifles, that the foreign
workers werc shamclessly exploited, recciving only insufficicnt food
for very hard viork:

“herecas the dectors of the camps have made staterents
which confirn the deplorable sanitary state of these workers and which
concern the illnesscs which resulted from it: tuberculosis, furuncu-

losis, illnessecs of the digestive system, gall bladder, cte.;

“herecas the Po'ls have suffered a particularly rigorous
treatment at Roochling, that they were employed in the nost difficult
jobs, such as work in the rolling mills, coke, blast furnaccs, electro—
furnaces, pitch, and that for these exhausting labors they received
only the mest insufficicnt nourishrient; that the Fo’s werce able to
cxist only with the help of Red Cross packapus or those sent by their
families and that since the Italian and Russian prisoncrs obtained
none of these, they were decimated by illness; that a writness has
cvaluated the proportion of deaths among prisoncrs of this caterory
to 50 pureent;

tihercas the plant police consisted of a protective
service, knoim as the ":icrkschutz!"; that in April 1943, by agrccrent
between dircctors of the firm Roechling and the Gestapo, a "Schnell-
gericht" (Summary Court) was crcated in the plant, whosc purposc was
to punish breaches of diseipline of foreiin workers (ropeatod abscnces,
repcated latencss, leaving place of work, refusal to perforn supple-
mentary work, conduct without disecipline); that about the samc time
there was crcated at a distance of about 15 kilerctres at dtzenhofen
a punishment camp, by agreement betwecen the directors of the Rocch-
ling firm and the Gestapo; that the foreigners scntonced by the
"Schnellgericht" vicre sent there for a raxirum of 56 days; that thosc
sentenced who had to spend the night at Ztzenhofen vwere brought back
in the morning to the Rocchling plant and rcturnsd in the evening to
this camp; that the prineipal advantage for Hermann occhling in the
creation of this carp was that the werkers so punished whilc being
simply turned over to the Gestapo, were terporarily or peraanently

lost to him, continucd neverthecless to work in his plant;

“lherecas it results from corroborative despositions
made by old workers in the camp, by doctors, guards, and inhabitants
of the village that the conditions under which thesc men under
punishment cxisted werc inhuman; that aftor having slept just a fow
hours, the prisoncrs werc often forced to
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rerform gymnastics in the midcdle of the night, ususlly strrk

necked, thet afterv-rls they were led to the Vo lklin cn - lent,

whire they were ~ut to wecrk 2t the most Jifficult tasiks, crticularly

et the ccke ovens end the heniling ©7 ter, fer ten hours 2t e streteh,
cn Sunday as wellj thet in the ¢venins a2t 1600 hours they were

merched hack to the caur where, on certain dave, they wirc feredd in
additien to verfeorm —urishment cxereizes, such as cleeriv: @ers, runaing
and Jum~ingj'that Qors hed hcen treined to ity the workirs when thesc

i¢ hriscriers

Pl

walked instead of ran; thet thoe juwrde often struck ©
without cause, that these were cften locke” u in e coevewhich was hielf

full of watcr; thot the foo? wee 2’ solutely Insufficiint fer these men

N -

who werc foreced to crform such cxhfusting 12 or aml caorciscs snl thet

the food consisterld of o Wit of Lr.ad and 2 seur which uvsvelly hed not

cven vesetalles in it: thot the dinhes*itents of Thoon

fon were imdiknent
tc see thess e hausic’ irdividuals wealk threugh tha strects, ¢ften
fainting, recc-nisal'lc by their prison clothing with " luc and white

stri-cs;

Theress TORCHTING is not accused of heving srdercd these abominatle
treatments wut of heavine tolorsted them and of not heving dene anything
in crder to haove than me if ody

“hereas Hermann ICECHITIC states in his Dofonsc thit ke he

die Veellklinden

i

irncred the conditions of cuistence ¢f these werkers at
plent end “erticulsrly cf thosc of the Wtrarhofen com-, sines from 1942
cn his duties as Trosident of the 1VE were too crhausting te elleow him
te come often to Veclklinsen and thet thercfore if he i mered theso
ted treatments, the cxcessive levor, the insufficicmt feod micnticncd
etcves

Tub whireas his important duties which he hal in the acmindstration
c¢f the “gich @i not ~xivent him ef taldng rreat cord of his intervsts
ae an in'ustrislist at Vel lklingen; thet it was his “uty oe the heal to
¢nouire irte the treatment accorded tovthc fercipn rerliors s1x! to the
ICT's whose .m loymcnt in his -ar “lente was mor.over fortidden Ly the
rvles of warfare which he coul’ not isnere; that he connet efeca-c his
restorsitility by stetine thet the cucstien bl no lnterist for him, thet
his ou-le ~osition ss chief of an im“ortent ir uctr— an® <f I'resiloint of
the "7F woul? have civen him the necessery suthority of oficctuete a

chénse in the inhuian treetment of these workers  thet wirrcsses have

stete’ that ccverel times he hal the o ~ortunity tc escorbtsin what the
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conditions of this —~creemncl wes Jurings his visits in the »lents;
that hc himsglf stotee thet he has come in centact with thoec men from
Voelklircen, srticulerly with the interned from "tscnhofcn, which worc
reecgnisable by their -rison gerl, hut thrt he hol nover censidered the
cerditicn of their cristence while thelr miscrable sgitusticn was

arrarent to =211 thosc who —~assed thom cn the strects

"hersss amony the Jocuments introduced at the - rocciddngs vy tho
cefense counsel of the Tefendent, therce sre mony ‘o csiticns which
indicate his moresl cuelitice end his lofty sentim.ntz, thrt therc is no
reason to contest the eincerity of these ceclereticne, hut thet one cennct
Fut derlcere still merce the fact thoet a men “essussced of the imbcllijonce,
of the sociel an? femilv vacleround of f.vmenn D*CETIEG; should have
shown such 2n incrcuse™lc inifferenc  corccrnins the meteriel siturtidn

of his forcign purseonnel and his respomeidilitsy in this reercct &rpears

-

b sc much grcater since his own sociel osition wes of the very hirshost;
h.rcas the Sofcnse rresonts cqually 2o certrin nwilcer of docwicnts
which “rove thet Hormenn "OFCHTIVG has intorvenc ! on scvirel ocessions to
ohbtein the literaticn of Frenchmen arrcste? Yy €he Costoc end has “erti-

1

cularly describe? his role coneurnine the =eriomin; oi hcoetapes arrcsted
et ‘uroue end whiech were to ¢ shet;
Thepeas thers is ceuse te take irto sccount in suntarcing him that

olng

3

he has thus ~erforn.? services rhich hed 2 humsnit-vis

. . ) , ;
that there is ceruss also to teke inte cceount that he is actuslly

*
Ath re ard to Ernct TOECHTILNG,
“herces Trnst TCTCETING, apcd &0, is an inlustrielist of
L § Voelklinren, thet he is one of the “rinei: 2l ;1)lars of thetiiocch—

lingsche Tisen Stalidl 7erke Gescllscheftng
That he never jeined the VDT, thet he has wven ¢xjressed anti-

Nord sentiments, thet in July 1944 when he wes he wes arrcsted

by the Guastaro for hevine civen cholter to - memor of the -lot agzinst
Pitler, thet hs wes then taken tc Cermeny and s.nbenccl Ly the #Vckls—
gericht” (FPeorle's Court) to five vears! hard letor, thet he wes frocd
cn 6 Ziril 1945 when the [1lics arrived;

Theregs the NDefendent has since 1930 Jircetoe! in Teris the fine
thel efter

steel trade of Voclklirnsen in Frenee and in othir countrice

.
2

the occuration cf Frerce he
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scttled in Trris and thet he “ceceome the rooresent  tive there of his
cousin Hermanr, both ¢s Tresidoint of the "7 and “wichsbeauftragbor
ant as industrislist st Voolklin: ong

Yheraas he himeclf has hecn "o dichshcauftrezter fucr Fisen und
Stazhlh, o -ceition which consisted meinly in the control end sutcrvisicn
of iron and steel “lonts and entersrisss in the ocew Lo, countrits;

P

hercas in these “ceitions, Trnst “OECHT MG  concludiy. sarocatiits
L]
with the Froanch swutheritiecs of that time, lnmerticulzr with Tichelonnc
end Cathale, that his "uwrfect krnowled <« of Jrench, his aniehility, bis
3 ) DA
rreat artistic anl! litcers 7 culture rreatly fecilitobted bBie ne-otiaticns
o - J

thet 1t was certzinly rct solely fer 4 T B i OIS
corresrording to its erdrit which Hurmesrn ORCHITIY xrecsed in 2 letter
to Hitler when he aslied for —warlen for Prnet sfbor 'the attewt won his
lifc in July 1944

MEdrce 19420, b hos with a fortunsto krnsclk in his lelings with

the Freneh, cie

p

ayel an etractdinary aotivd tE o e Inanco—
German rolaticns, each time 1t had scomc rccossery.

I have taxodl hils capacities to 2 very ariat oztont, and it was
lergely ru¢ to my cousin that I heve hal cohsidirslle succoss
in my deelings with the French industry.... 76 con: lomented

each other viery well, his f8dizting smiability bad zeingd over
the French, vhile I ro-e¢l thom into technlcol "iol luns and

develere? thedlr interest in our worl. o

Tut whercas there ie ro dowt of the zetivitv of

the Irosecuticn doce net tring out in detedl the nugicr, the netwre ¢f the

im~ortance ¢f the eyrccnents which the Dufend

ot i alllastEdiite have thius
concluded with the Covernment of Petein, or with rivete ntersriscs; that

besides, Trngt OFWCHTIIC has steted thet he has nover seboed excent

the instructions of his ccusin, thet ke his not taken

initiative; thet he ststes havine »cen nachding eut
this roint 21s5 the Trosecuticn has not 'rewht sufficlent and - romer
infermetion te “ctermine whether, in hie conduct, Trnet ZCTCHTTIND has

teen a co-auther, or an =ceom lice or sim 1y a

Coserting et ppag

theére is on this cucstion a douw't in the mind of the Trdlurel which

should berefit the lJefane

200G 2

“hereas the Treeecuticn in ite zccusstion of Triet LOSOHI NG

cha¥ces him with the fellowins

oy
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1) of having favored the cconomic cnslavenent of the occupied
countries for the benefit of the ver cffort of the Reoich by supply-
ing the authoritics and the industry of the Reich witﬂ precise in-
formation on the possibilities of produetion of a certain number of
French metallurgical plants;

2) of having gocuired in order to further thc var cffort of
the Reich financial participations through the internediary of the
Socicte de Crcdits ot dt!Investissements in certain French entor-
prises;

3) of having favored the recruitrent and the deportation of

dLacy

skilled workers by cstablishing German scrvices on the premises of
o g . e Gy ] A
the "Société Lorsar" in Fafis, the purpose of which vas to send French

skilled workers into the plants of the Reichj

But whercas regarding the first Count of the Indictment
mentioned atove it does not appear that Ernst Rocchling has gone be—
yond his dutics as liaison representative of hHernann Roechling in
Paris as far os the organization of the preduction of steel plants is

concerned;

That rith regerd to the second Count a special report lodged
in the ecnquiry opened in Paris against X ..es (Socibhé do Credits ct
d!Investissciments) by the experts Bienville and Heussc shows that
the said Kreuter hes played the principal part in the ereation and
functioning of this corporation, and that it is not shovn herefron
that Ernst Rocchling had been guilty of any special acbivity;

That with regard to the third Count, it has not been estab—
lished that Ernst Rocchling has been perscnally active in the
funetioning of the recruiting service for workers cstablished in
Paris on the prerises of the "Sceiété Lorsar® which was a branch
of the firm of lcchling;

“lnercas therefore no Count of the Indictrent can be main-
tained against Zrnst Roechling;

“Fth resard to Hans Lothard ven Gerwdngen,

ihercas Hans Lothard von Germmingen, aged 55, son-in-law of
Hermann Rocehling, was the President of the Beard of Directors of
the RCechling stecl plants which vas comprsed of soven rembers;
that he held besides the position of 1Botriebsfuchreor "(plant manager)
which means the position of representing the entorprisc to the
competent authorities, particularly concerning labor; that among his

dutics were his conncctions
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vith the Gestajo with regard to the plant polite; that in his posi-
tion as President of the "Dircctorium” he had under his orders the
directors of the nlant, especially the two Dofendants Maier and
Rodenhauser;

That he has Dbecen a mewrber of the NSDAP since 1935;

Whercas It 1s preper to cxamine the part he nlayed in the
cmployment of prisoners and deportees in the firm of Recchling,
that the matorial conditions in which this crployrient has talen rlace
were examined above;

wherecas if Herimann Rocehling has stated that he was often
absent fror: Voelklingen and did not cccupy himsclf personally with
the material conditions of his workors, that this carc fcll csscn—
tially on von Germrdngen, that the latter has not clairmed, like
Horramn Rocchling, to have been unaware of thesc cenditions and has
stated that the "Wierkschutz!, the "Schnellgericht” and the canp at
Etzenhcefen had funetioned under imperfeet cenditions, and that he
had got hcld of unfavorable reports concerning the roteorial condi-

tion of the forcisn workcrs, but that he cla JPS 1t vos impossible

for him to modify that statc of affairs, that he statcs that the " ork-

schutz" and the camp at itzenhofen were undor tho ordcers of the Ge~
stapo and that he himsclf could not zive then crdurs on this sub-
Ject; that on the cthor hand, a contract had been concluded with
the DiF (Germnn Labor Front) concerning the feeding of fereign ci-
vilian workcrs and that thereforc he was no longer in char;c thorc-
cf, that he has stated that he hinsslf investizatoed the deplorable

cendition in which those forcizners found therscelves;

But whereas the high positions which he cccupied in the cor-
oratlon, as wecll as the fact that he was Horrann: Recchling's son—

in-law, save hin certainly suffiecicnt authority to obtain an allce—
£l y

viation in the treatment of thesec werkcrs by the crisschutz, that
i

morcover the crployces of the lerkschutz were arpointed by the
factory, that he has stated never to have visited the camp at Btzen—
hofen, clairins asainst any probability that the crployees of the

Horkschutz would nct have lot hin onter if he had itricd tc do soj

That the contract with the DaF loft upen hin as Betricbs-

. » o A i LB N oL 4
fuchrer the responsibility for the paterial carc of the forsign

- A = 1 Ie) il 7'
workers; that this contract as any cthor was revocable if it did

not give satisfaction, and that the infamcus position in which it

put the workers ought to have incited ven Gemmingen
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to enounce it, thet meruover this contract wes ot concludus £1ll
1642, thet cn the cther henl it 17 net smly to T0Ts, the letter
remaining elweys un’cr the 'droct cricrs of thu mMircctoriua’;

hereas thera is ceusc un'er thesc circumstorices to hel’ von
CEIRINCEN res-ensillce for the 4inhuman troatment of the foroisn work.rs

£ neitlioence

[

an® TO%s in the firm of “OTCHTING, which he has ei’cl By b
an” his lack of coursrc towar's the Gesterc;

"hercae ven AT CTNETY has sumitted Cocuments trying te ceta’ lish
that he wes not Jisintcreste’ in £he meteriel lot of the forcign workers,
that he has taken numcrouvs steps in or'er to get ril of 1.88NEL, the
chicf of the Terkschutz cf the ;lent, whose Lrutelity aic Leanncss wérc
rerticularly fclt by the werkers, thet the @uwroso of othsr interventiens

15(@) CHACIQ] [ EHaL -

cn his —art wes to im icve the con'iticns with reg
clethins for the workers, the con’ition of smell chil ren en. the
climination of “rukaliti.s, thet the interventions which Le un .crtook
conceryine sccon’2ry cucsticns will be remembere! L the Tribunal when

1is zcs cnsilility

m

esing sentence, “ut thet this ‘ocs not (dimin t.o

with rogar? to the ccnerel comditicns ~ut-won the forei o workers frof
]

the ~oint cf view of their meteriel conlition en’ thelr o loyment in

the -lant; thet it, cn the contrary, un’crlines the foct thet onc of ven

CRYTICTN 's Jubics wes the or enising of the material 3ife of the rtraipn

workers;

1

“hereas the Fresceution cherccs von CETTMTEN with heving artici-
~ate? in the acts u hel' by the Tresccution ageinst Il imerm JOECHTING

A
un'er a certain num'cr of other count: of sccus2ticu, in ~erticular the

cecornrmic luncr of the cccurie? countrics;
Tub whereas the Tresceution hes net “rought eny roecise charge on

which the fzcts thue sct out cen e !ase¢’; thet it is mot cste’ lished that

von CETINCEN  has cxccede! the role of manlater; or lcpal rerrescntative

of Hormenn ~ OFCHT TN in the & ministraticn cf the firm of IOECHTING, that

it is thercfore -ro er to roject the other cherses whel® Ly the rrosce—
) t

cution ageinst von CTITTICRY S
/
~1th reéser! to fLFert A0,

hreas “1lert /I%7, 53 years of age, .ntere! into the scrvied
of the ORCHTIMO stecl ~lents in 1929, en'! subsuou.nbly lcceme finenciesl

1

"irecctor, 'eing as such & mumbor of the Jircctorium;
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That he has becn a member of the NSDAP since 19365

Wheress the Defendant is ehargsd with having been
an accomplice to certain acts which are imputed to Hermann
Foechling;

Whereas it is not proven and not even sllsgcd by the
Tublic Proseccutor that Maier had ever stepped out of his
functions as financial dircctor of the Rocchling Company ‘to
take a given initiative concerning various facts with which
Hermann Roechling is chargcd, that he states nsver to have
played another pagt cxcept tha{ of an executing agent, par-
ticularly in several transactions with Fiench authorities
and in which he¢ himsclf has participated;

Whereas under these conditions no incriminating factors

can be retaincd againet him; /

> With regard to Wilhelm Rodeénhauscr,

Whercas Wilhelm Rodenhauscr, aged 68, clectrical
- enginecr, has since 196& beecn with the firm of Roechling,

*

that he rose through the various administrative grades to be
Dircctor Gencral, that by virtue hersof he formed partv of the
"Dircctorium" undcr th: orders of von Gemmingen, that he was,
as he has admitted himsclf, sspscially in charge of lébor;
Whereas he applied for membership of the ISDAP in
4 1937, but thet for somc unknown reason this was not carzied
.out;
Whereas he is on account of his position rceponsible
for thc working conditions to which the decportecs and thc
) POWis werc subjected, that these latter were, contrary to
international convcentions, utilised in work which was much
too hard, such as blast-furnaces, coking plants, pitch, with
regard in particular to the unde¢r-nourishment they suffercd
gnd the working hours;

Whereas he has, togcther with von Gemmingen, organiscd
at the plant in 1943 2 "Schnellgericht" in order to punish
disciplinary offenscs, which resultcd, togecther with the
establishment of the camp at Etzenhofen, which occurrecd at
the same timec, to render the living and working conditions,

of thc punished forcigners inhumanc;

Whercas Rodenhauscr maintains in vain that the matcrial
condition of the workcrs depended on the LAF and the guestions
of discipline on the Gestapo; thet the contract with the DAF
was dated February 1942, that previously the Roechling plants
had sole charge of the maintenance of forcign workers, that

aftcrwards they still had a right of supcrvision on the LAF,
that the material fate of the BOWe hagd always boen
L 2o £




incumbent upon the firm of Roeghling, that Rodenhauser, who
was specially in charge of labor, issued numerous circulars
signed by him relating t0 diséipline, punitive measures to
be taken in case of escape, or bad work performance, of
punishments sffecting the food rations; that in particular
in a circular dated 11 December 1942, Rodenhauser states
that the warm food may have been withheld up to three days

a week from foreign workers on account of abgences from
work, that not e single superior decision, whatever he says,
has authorised such measure; that Rodenhsuser cites in vain
a doéument dated 1944, authorising solely the suppression of
food; |

Whereas he was in constant contsct with the "Werkschutz®,
the "Schnellgericht" and the camp at Etzenhofen; that the
setting of examplcs by punishments ordered by the "Schnell-
gericht™ shows clearly that, contrery to what he claims,
the Gestapo wes not only one whose funetion was to punish
disciplinary infractions at the plant;

Whereas by going to camp Etzenhofen and by inspecting
the conditions of 'the foreign workers at the plant he could
have become aware of their miserable position; that he does
not even claim- of having tried to obtain from the guards at-

camp Etzenhofen a more humane treatment for.the inmates;

_that his position as Director Generel gave him sufficient

authority to remedy that state of affairs, and that in any
case he should have tried to do soj

Whereas he hes thus rendered himself guilty of having
supported the bad treatment inflicted on FOWs or deportees,
for purposes of slave labor;

Whereas all these acts constitute as far as the Counts
of the Indictment are concerned which the Tribunal is

retaining, violations of Article 2 of the aforementioned

Law No. 10; /
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Conscquently,
The Gencral Tribunal after dcliberation finds:

Ernst Rocchling and Albcrt Maier arc not guilty of the
charges chargcd against thém jin the Indictment.

And further findss

Hermann Roechling guilty of having committcd crimes
against pecacc by having participated in the waging of aggrcse—
sive wars and wars in violation of intcrnational trcatics,
agrcements or assurances, becauscs

1) His action and his personal initiative had thc cffcet
of enslaving the stecl industry in the occupicd countrics
in order to incrcase the war potcntial of the Reich, parti-
cularly in his.capacity as "Generalbcauftragter" (Plenipoten-

tiary Gencral);

2) His activity and his personal initiatives beginning
with the month of Junc 1942 had the power to forcc docision
in his capacity as _“rcsident of .the "Reichsvereinigung Ziscn"
(Reich Association Iron) and as Heichsbeauftragtcr which had
for aim the increase in the iron and stccl production of the
Rcich and of all the occupied countries for the purposc of
waging aggreéssive wars, and

3) by giving advice to the Nazl Government conccrning
the deportation of inhabitants of occupicd countries, cithexr
in ordcr to force. them to work, or in order to draft them
apainst their own country, or its Allies,

Hc is also guilty of war crimes by:

1) having by his personal action exerciscd complcte
secizure of the stell industry of France from Junc 1940 until
February 1941, cspecially in the Lepartments of the leogelle
and the Mecurthe-ct-loselle, for the purposc of bringing
about at the expensc of the occupicd country, the maximum
increase in the war potential of the Ecichj;

2) having pursued this action from February 1941 until
.March 1944 over twelve steel plants in the Department of the
Meurthe-et-loselle,

3) having excreiscd a rigorous control over thesc twelve
plants from March 1944 until the liboration of the territory,
for the purpose of bringing about, at thc cxpense of the
occupicd country, thc maximum incrcase in the war potential
of the Rcich,

4) having supportcd and contributcd in the removal of
machinery from the occupicd countrics in order to cnrich
the Rcich and to increasc its potential, and this to the
detriment of these countrics, by rcmoval cspeeially of
rolling-mills and rolling-mill motors, installations =nd
machincry from Ymuidcn (Holland), Anglcur-Athus (Belzium)
and Joeuf (Mcurthe-ct-lioselle),
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5) having profited personally from the economie
plunder in the occupied gountrics, gspecially in
demanding the mansgement andg ownership of the plants
of the"Bociété Lorraine Miniere c¢t Métallurgique" ‘
at Thionville (Moselle), plants which he gdministered
as*the actual owner, afid apnswhich he obtained an option
in the event of a victory for the Reich, by acquiring
from the German authorities to the detriment of the
occupied countries at K Reichshoffch (Lower Thine) the
"Préfileries Wurth" and by having a metal structure
requisitioned at Cirey (Meurthe-ct-Noselle) to the
detriment of the "Société de Saint Gobain,

6) having employed prisoncrs of war and deportees
in the plants which he managed or in hisg own plants,
and of having exc¢rcised or heving consented to a very
strict regime in order to compel these deportees or
Polls to work, especially by the cstablishment of a
"Schnellgericht" and a punishment camp, and by having
tolerated or encouragcd punighments meted out ih
inhumar fashion;

Hans Liothard von Gemmingen and Wilhelm Rodenhauser
are guilty of war crimes for having been co-authors
or accomplices to the above statcd acts charged againsgt
Hermann Roechling, in paragraph 6, concerning the
employment of Polis and deportees in the plants of the
Roechling firm,
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In the name of the Frencn”Gommander—in—Chief in Germany

The General Tribunal of Rastatt

Having delibereted behind closed doors

Considering the deglarpation of culpability which has
been presented above

Deciding in order £6 climinate the infractions of
the Defendants found guilty and retained as indicted and

by applying Law No. 10 of the Inter-Allied Control Council,

dated 20 December 1945

Whereas all the facts retained and charged against the
Defendants found guilty are covered by and punishable under
Article 2 of the above-mentioned Law

Whereas the Genefal Tribunal possesses the necessary
elements to determine how large the sentences which are to
be imposed against those Defendants found guilty,

FOR THESE REASONS
it sentences
Hermann Roechling to seven years' imprisonment;
Hans Lothard von Gemmingen to three years' imprison-
ment;
Wilhelm Rodenhsuser to three years' imprisonment;
sentences the above-named collectively to pay the

costs and expenses of the Trial

Decides that the beginning of the sentences should
start from the date of imprisonment orderdd by the
judiciary authoritics, American as well as Frenchy namelys

For Hermann foechling beginning with 26 May 1945,
deducting the time he had spent in provisional liberty
from 12 May 1946 to 30 April 1947;

For von Gemmingen from 1 May 1945 deducting the
time spent by him.in provisional liberty from 12 May
1946 tn 15 November 1946;

For rodcnhauser from 12 September 1946;

Relinguishes and acquite Lrnst Rocchling and Albert
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Maier and states that they should be released immediately

if they are not to be retained for other ressons.

I, Emilie J. Hinchliffe, hereby certify that I am fully

conversant with the French and English langusges and
| that the above 1s a true and correct translation of the
Judgment rendered on 30 June 1948 in the wase against

H Hermann Roechling and others.

Fmilie J., Hinchliffe
ETO 20152

Rastatt,
1 July-1948






