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The provinces of Bohemia and Mioravia have for a thousand years bee«
longed to the living space of the Germen people, Through force and lack

of s ense they were arbitrarily segregated from their historical
enviromments and, through incorporation into the artificial strucﬁure
of the Czec ho-Slovakian State, & center of unrest was created. From
year to year the danger increased that from this district - as it

has happenéd once before in the past- o new and enormous menace to the
.peace of Europe would ensuge, for the Czecho~Slovakian State and its
‘rulers had not succeeded in properly ofganizing the harmonious living
of the national groups which had been arbitrarily united into its
state~structure, ant theyrewith had not succesded to awaken and retain
the interest of all concerned. Therewith, hawever, it his proven

1ts imbrinsic incapecity of existance and therefore hgs now actually
been dissolved,

The Feich camot tolerate. continous distufbanoes in these ferritories
which are so decidedly inportant for its own peace and security as well
as for the well~being and -eace in genersal. The Reibh, s the most
interested power in view of is historical and goographidal situation,
would sooner or lder have ‘o suffor the gravest consequences, The

Reich thyefore, as a mabtter of self-preservation, is determined to

interfere, for the pimpose of restoring the fuhdamental recuircments
for a sensible Central-Europcan order and t: undertske the measures
arising therefrom. For it hes alrealy proven in #bs 100 years of history
that, owing to the greatness as well as the nature of the Germen

people, the Reich only is qualified to solve this problem, Inspired

by the sincere desire to sorve the true interests of &l nsebions

living in this space, to securec the nationsl 1ife of the Germen and
Czech people, to furbher the peace and the social welfare of all, I
therofore decrce, in the nome of the German Reich as o basis for the
futwe hermoniocus life of tho inhebitants of thesc territorics, the

following - ' .
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“rtiecle 1
1) the parts of the former Czechoslovakian Republicoccupicd by G.rman
‘roops in Merch 1939 are now incorporated into the territory of the
Yreater Gorman keich and, designated as "Protectorate of Bohemia and
Moravia" are under its protection,
2) In as far as it is reqQuired by the defense of the “g¢ich, the Fuehrer
and Reich .Ghancellor degrees & divergent ruling for individual parts
of this torritory.
article 2
1) The racial Germans living in the Prouectoratc will be naturalized and,.
acocording te the provisons of the Reich Citizenship Law, dated 15
September 1935 (Reich Law Gazette I, page 1146) will become Roich Citizens.
Therefore the provisions of the law for the protection of;German blood
and honor apply to them as well, They are subject to German law.
2) The rest of the inhabitants of Bohemia and Moravia wi 13 become natlonals
of the Protectorate of Bohemia and doravia, ;
article 3

1) The Protectorate of bohomla and Moravia is an autonomous state
and has its own administration, ‘

2) It exerciscs its sovereign rights, assigned to it within the
framework of the Protectorato, in coordineting with the politic al,

military and economic interests of the feich,
y

3) These soverei ign rights are exercised by its own agencies and own
authorities with their owm personnel
.article U
The supreme Head of the autnonomous administratibn of the Protectorate
of Bohemia and Mor via enjoys= the protection and honor privileges of the

State Executive, The Stato “xecutive of the Protectorate requires the

confidence of the Fuehrer and Relch Chencellor for the exercise of 'his

duties,
article 5
The Fuehrer and Reish Chancellor appoints, as a ropresentative for

the Reich interests, the "Reich Protector in Bohemia ond Koravia™,
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The seat of his office will be Prag.,
2) The task of the Aeich Protector, as representative of the Fuehrer
and Reich Chancellor and as Commissioner of the Reich Government,

is %o see that the pOlllelal rules given by the Fuehrer and Reich
Ch&£cellor are observed,

5; The cabinet membe rs of the Drotector to will be confirmed by the
Reich Protecton. The confirmation van be withdrown.

L) The Reich Protector is authorized to obtain information with regord
to all measures token by the Governmont of the rotectorate and moy also
act in an advisory capacity, He can protest agdinsﬁ ﬁoasures which are
apt to he harmful to the Secich and, in. case of emcrgenéy, hekan take
measures essential for the common interests,

5.) The proclemation of laws, decrecs and other Legal instructions, as
well as the execution of acministrative moasures and final sentences
prenounced byfthe Court are to be suspended if the Keich Protcetor sube
mits his objec-‘bi;on.’

article 6
1) The Keich takes care of the Protoctorate's foroign affairs, espew-
¢ielly the protcction of its nat nels abroad. The feich will administer
The forcign affairs in such a menner as it is required by the common

<

interests,

2) an official will be appointed acting as representative of the

Protectorate to the “eich Government with the official designation
"ambassador?,

“rticle 7

1) The “eth provides the military protection for tho Protéctorste,

2) For the purpose of carrying out this protection the “eich will

maintein garrisons and militery installstions in the territory of the
Protectorate,

3) For the purposc "of maintoining the intorior scourity and order,
the protectorate may orpgenize its own units, Orgenizations, strongth

an¢ armement will be cetermined by the keich Government.
article 8

Lirect supervision of communications as well as the postal- and

te¢ograph system will be executed b" the Reich,
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&rticle 9
The Protectorate is pert of the customs-district of the Lgich and
is under its customs sovereignty.,

apticle 10

-
N

¢

Until further notice the Crown is the legal currency besides the

Ecichsmark,

2)¢The.proportion of the rate of exchangé of -both currencics is detere-
mined by the “e ich Govermment.,
«rtiecle 11 ”

1) The Reich may deorce legnl provisions offective for the Protcctorate
in as far as it is reQuired by the common intercst,
2) If a commen need exists the “eich may take covar acministrative
bbanches into its own administrobion ond establish Reich Offices
therefore,
3) the “sich Government mey take measures which arc necessary for the:
maintenancegof security and order,

article. 12
The law, at present in force in Bohemia and loravia, remains in effect
in as far as it is not contradictory to the meoning in comnection with
the essumption of protection by the “eich.

Articie 13
‘he Reich Minister of the Imterior in agreement with the Reich Ministers
concerned may enact the legal - and administretive provisions
- necessary for the execubtion and supploment of this decree,

Prog, 16 lareh 1939, . The Fuchrer and Reich Chancellor
' , H8olf Hitler

The Reich Minister of the Interior
Frick - '
The heich Minister for Foreign &ffairs
v+ Ribbentrop
The Keich Minister end Chiof of the
Reichschauneellery
Lr ¢ Lamers-



