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I, the undersigned, Dr. jur Hyazinth (l.aesener, Regierungsrat, of
19 Nassauerstr,, Luxemburg, having been duly advised that T shall
ronder nygedf liable to punishmént by making a false statement,
herewith declare, for use in court, andespecially before the

American Military Tribunal in Nuernberg, the following in connection

with the Krupp Trial, Defendant Professor Dr,Ing. Bdouard Houdre-
mont; ’

Herr Houdremont assisted my family for the fipst time‘when
my sister, Frau Kolbach of Luxemburg, vhose hushand, an enginéer
at the Arbedwerke, was in a concentration carp from December 1941
to the end of the war because illegal patriotic activities, was
to be evieted for that reason, Fortunately she had a severe heart
attack and was lying in bed when’the.Gostapo cane to her.apartment
so that she could not be moved: During the fortnight!s grace the
official doctor had given her ﬁy sister decided to flee, and it
was Herr'Houdrenont who offered sheltor in his home to her and
her thirteen year old daughter, They livéd with the Houdrenont
family until the eve of the libera?ion of ILuxenburg, in Essen until
1943, and then in the Black Forest,

T was dismissed from nmy post ab the 5eginning of l9h3“wheh I
vias told-to look for another position anyvhore, so long as it vias
outside Luxeriburg, Herr Houdremort lcarnt of this fron ry sister
and offered me immediately a position in a purely comzercial dom
partuent of Kruppwin accordance with my qualifications, if T
wanted ity which would get me out of all the political difficuitics
which had brought' about my dismissel. I accepted, whéreupon Herr
Houdremont stated, I would of coursc live at his Mouse during ny stay
in Essen. Thus I was given an opportunity, from 1 May 1943 to g
August 1944, of living in close deily contact with Herr Houdremont,
- and of familiarizing myself thoroughly with his opinions, his charac~
ter, his way of life, and his fricnds cnd acquaintances,

Herr Houdremont!s personality is characterized, apart from his
cxecptional -~ b -
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mental powers which no one can dispute, by his simplicity, his
sincerity, his honesty and his idca}ism, and by his consideration
for others and ﬁonsequently his willingness to help any one at any
time, 4ll those who at any time stood in‘noed of advice, consolation
or assistance were drawn by his sympathy. I doubt if anybody was
ever sent awey emptyhanded, and during iy stay in Essen many of

his fricends end acquaintances made veiled refercnce o case in

which Herr Houdrement had saved people from dire distress. Tales

of woe inveriably aroused in hin warm syupathy and gencrous willing-
ncss to render assistance. How that willingness was shown in the
cesc of my sister and of mysclf has alresdy been nentioned,

-

I should however like to point out particularly that Herr

Houdremont went to ineredible lengths to procure, for the evacuces
from Iuxemburg who were lecading a niscrable existeonece in sevoral
caps in Eastern Germany, 10 familics having to sharc onc single
roor: in many instances, an independent cxistence as free men
outside the resettlement canps. LHvery trip to Berlin was made the
occasion of further represontations to the authoritics concerned,
nede with an assiduity which prompted somc of his colleagucs to
glve hin the well meant adviec not to involve himself in unnecessary
trouble. Unfortunatcly his cfforts worec frequently foiled by the
reguiations issucd by the Party cuthoritics and by the policy of
the people then in power in Luxerburg, so that they were only
successful in part,

Herr Houdremont made spoeial cfforts o have ny brothop~in-law

Kolbach, who has been nmentioned above, and who was thon in Moute
releascd,
hausen Conecentration Canp/ Bvery offort was nade by referring to

his technical qualifications as on cagineer to have him releascd for

work at Esscn, bocausc' roports froim. former follow sufforcrs in Hinzcrd
disciplinary camp gaye us cousc to foar the worst for his state of
health, the rore sq/%% had been without news of him for many nonths,
As I could see from the correspondence, these efforts met with no
success,

I was agein compolled +o appcal to Horr Houdromont, on behalf of
two brothers of ny wifels, Herr Frencois Gracco, who was at that
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timc dircetor of the Banque Nationale dec Belgique at Brussels, and
who is noveouvorneur-adjoint of the Intcrnationai Zono:in Tangicr, and
Josd Gracco, who was then an attorncy-~ot-law in Antwerp, They had
both been sentenced by the Tribunal of the Air- Gau Commando at
Brussels for lcading an organization which assisted sllicd pilots
who had madc forced lendings, the former to seven years! inprison-
ment; the lattor to dcath. Vhen ny parcnts~in-law informed ne of
the death sontence I immediately left for the Black Forest where
Herr Houdremont was spending his vaeation. Thonks to his intervention
the death scntence was not carricd out, byt ry brother-in~law un~-
fortunatcly died in Flossenbucrg Cerp in 1945, probably in an opi-
denic, |

I doubt if anybody cver madc less usc of his position for his
own ends than Herr Houdremont. His simplicity was amply illustrated
by the modesty and lack of ostontetion displayed in his hore and in
his way of lifc, He was opposcd to ali luxury, and to all displey.
His lcisurc hours were exelusively dovoted to charber rusic in which
he was passionately interosted and which alone, he szid, made life
worthvliving, or to the study of philosophic writings, which fas—
cinated hin, and finally %o writing. He did not taoke the ioast inter-
est in polities, and, honest as he was, a¢ dctested the bohavior
of the Party functionsrics and of the Gestapo, Vhy , on innumerable
occasions he oxpressed in my prescnce and in the prescnce of others
his sympathy with the downtrodden nations cspocially thosc of the
occupicd Fast, and, whon V weapons wore usced, with the population of
Great Britein and Belgium, To hin, who had always been a charmpion
of the idea of international collaboration on the broadest possible
basis, roce discrinination and theorio; of naster race and claims
to power madc not the slightest appeal,
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Fron various veiled references Herr Houdremont made, partice

ularly on the occasion of a conversation with Herr v. Buclow,
-

vwho was, at thal time, sccurity comalssionor of Krupps,I gathered
that hc was not oxactly considered rclisble in Party circles.
Herr v. Buclow had had the kindncss to attompt to find out where
ny brothor-in-law Josb8Graceo was, who had been sentenced to death,
Unfortunately he was uwisuccessful. In thet conncction I visited
him several times. vhen I told him on the occasion of onc of these
visits that I was about to meke a trip in order to get in touch

somchow vwith ry other .

-.963,...
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&, whose whercabouts I had been able

tO-aScertain, he gladly settled some formelitics to help me on ry
Journey and vished me ¥very suceess, but warned and implored me

to be extromcly careful; he could casily imogihe whap my attitude
and 1y stote of mind must be after 211 thot had happened in Luxcre
burg, and he sympathized with me, but I mast never forget that the
slightest slip and the least indiscretion on ny part would endanger
not only iysclf, but would also be Houdremont!s death sentence.
Everyone so close to the armoments industry wos sitting on a keg

of gunpowdor, and I should be as careful as possible out of considere

\

ation for Herr Houdrcriont,

In Houdrenontt!s house there wore no carousings, nor grand

P

receptions, but thosc who visited it werc fricnds and acquaintances
who were of one mind, who tock cvery opportunity of volcing their
anti~Nazi opinions, who gave vent, in the strongest possible
lenguage, to thoir detestation and indignotion at the Party and
the Gestapo and who profoundly regretted Germony!s cultural deeline,
I shell alwoys recoll with pleasurc the intoresting conversations
and discussions in that company, whon the most cormonplace of
Asub3cot wes roised by dint of a high spiritual atiospherc to
subline heights, Herr Houdrepont would have jiven his last ponny
for these friends, and it was with then that he shared whet snell
matorinl lwarics remained to him during thesc years of war,

Needless tc say the attitude end the actions of cvery ncrber of
the Houdrepont family, ineluding the stoff, wwes identical with

thet of Herr Houdremont, -

Tuxenburg, 11 Hovanber 1947

signed: H. Glaesenor

I,the undersisnod, Tony Neunmenn, Notary in Iuxemburg, horewith corw
tify that the chove is the signature of Horr Hyozinth Glaescner,
Regicrungsrat, of Imxemburg, and thet it was appended in ry
presence,

Iuxcpburg, 12 Hoverbor 1947
Seal ’ signed: T, Noumonn
Tony Neunenn,
Notary in Luxciburg. - G -



