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on n Discussgion nt Linison Office for Journalism and Fregs in Duess:

dor £, 28 December 1938,

Subjecet: War Joonomv Reaenrch Office,

P R e e R k=

uth POENSGEN presiding, the following persons

With hbr Helr
discusgicn:

rn
participated in the

I'J»—)

Chicf of War Economy Rcscarch Of:

Dr, Wil s
4 Dr, ¥
1 STRINBEZRG,
o SCHNEIDER, MANNESMANN,
LHN, Fricd, M”Jl¢,
IEB=A HOESCH FRC N
B*NA,RNELuE crgbaulicher Voreln (Mining
rone. oL KUEHNJ, Agsgocintion),
BasRE N

WIEL first proportod on fho organlzmu_gn and tho tasks of the
War Eccrony Rescarch Office ‘rorschungssto te), This ig on 1n'ﬂpenc
ent esio blichment financed by th- Jehrma phmA recelving lts orde s
only from the High Commant of the Nehrmachtg It works togotucr Wi
Captain DOBE of Group VI, It gets all the asgignments con mnecbod wi
cconomic warfare, -The Res eawoh Of7ice has boen cooperating with
gclentific iInstitutions Intercsted in cconomi ¢, in Hamburg and Kie.
for oxample, with tho Zastorn Europe Institute in Koenigsberg, the
; Forcign Commcrce Office lr Vienna, the Tradce Rescarch Ing itute, thi
et Prirv Q,¢1oes in Lic “p ig and KOOleQbOPQ Purpose is to p“ov;ae
‘ material fvom abrond, Furthermorc, it is intended to work for a
closer contacu with coonomy, that 1s, in practice, .

Tr

(Page 2 of original) ; ¥
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It 1 ed cstablish connection with lnstitubtions in the Rhinc
Iand and westfalln, and with other Duesscidorf agencles,
3 vl

!_.J

STEINBERG ronarks éq that connection that he already contact¢
the Technicnl High Schools .n Cologne and Aix~la-Chapeclle on the
gquestion of ccoperation, th that so far cfforts were fruitless, :
Among other things, he refers te the writings of Regicrungsrat SCHOI
on the Belgian and Frenci iron ore industry,

; H, POENSGEN rcmari:s that I.G, Farben has ﬁ\ccl <cnt informa- ,
- tion on forcirn countrins, Mattcrs are difforent where iron orc is g
concerned, and on*y blg concerne anve the nGCpSS”PJ mnterinl, Von
SCHO:N'“ repoxrt is less concirned with mmtters pertalilning to war
cconon but he would nuzertholess recomnend its Stuﬂy. Her»
IZBUHR also did somec writing on the English coal industry; this,
pcrhaps, coull be SupblCAenth further, WINHAGKIR has writtcn on
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the Engilish conl industry, PETEKIEN also ins a great deal of
nnterinl; salcs establisiments would likew: se be 1in ~ pos on t :
hmge natericl ~valinblic, In his opinion tiie Linlison Office for ;ret
Journnlisn and Press is thc proper agency to su@“L" nertinent infor
nation, :

He O
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POENSGEN then continues briefly to desceribde his activity and
the activitics of the Lialson Office, Among other things the .
ercntion of o big steel fiim is contomp“ntcc, :

WIEL npproves of the idca that the War Economy Resenrch O0ffi
dircet its correspondence through the liaiscn bu“oau,‘Wﬁ;vn VS eX-
peeted to supply thc naterinl and that ~s n uativer of prccaution th-
COPTCSDOndLuLb wae to be directed to Dr, STEINBERG personally onlyy
fintorinl denliing with economloe expuricnces during the kvst world wa

would likewise be degilratle,

STEINBERG refers %o the book of Stollwang, of which

ot b
ey
UIOE

only
coples are %V“ilﬂbi@, onc with Dr, PETZRSEN, the other onc with Dr,
REICHERT, \ :
PETERSEN is of the opiniorn that this book is very valuable
algo for the work to be done by the conceras, ~ni thnt onc should
I" o ~

ind a way to make a cody availablc at lcast to oach of the six
13%@1ng concorns in the West, as far as he Inew some other agency

(}age 3 of original)

~gtill 24 nn additional 10 to 12 ooplvs %V“*40b¢v (War Ministry?).
Dr, RE-CHERT ghould Zo vhat is nccessary to find out ~bout this anc
should try to obtain these coples, Generesl XUIZHNDT also shoul” re-
~cclve A copy. .

7/

HEelnuth POENSG N, In his opinion tﬂb primary task of the W
Economy Rcsearch Office .s how to interferc with the cconomy of o
countrics,

WIEL: The tnsk of the War Economy Roscorch Office is not or
an offensive but nlsc a defensive one. Example: The possgibility tc
obtalin Swedish iron ore in cagce o>f warp The Roich Navy probably w3
be ~blec to koep the Baitic Sca open Oﬂ;J ng far as the Bottninn Bas
Could onc possibly prcvall on Bweden to Cthﬂ@ tn ir rnlilway syster
further? '

PET:LSSN° Ronnrks thet we aro 11rﬂ,F3 working togethcr with
six agencics, Goncral von FaNNEKEN 1s sail to have all the materirs
on iron orc rcquirencntc and also on of shor gucstions, There ig the
denger of lincrensing COnwu31on through inclusion of the War Econom:
Research Institute, IT would be nccessary to clearly circumscribe:
the tazis, -

P
v

Helmuth POENSGI.. once morc outlines the tasks of the Resear:
Office =g follows:

1) Interforence with cnenmy cconony
2) hninte 1nnce of conneoction with fo reign countri
as regards raw materisl and food regulrcronts,
Handling of thesag ﬂuos “ions would involve ovu¢¢up1ng with other ,
officcs, for examplc, with the vounter Esplonnge Offilces, with Goni
von HANIELEN, and othorrc,

’
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PETERS.N stresses once more that he alresdy is wor inr to=
gether with six obther agencics, Goenoral von HaNNEKEN is Suld to bo
thowou ghly indormed about the situation arising from iron orc ro-
gulircnents,. ‘ ;

WIEL romarks that he alsc desires to avoid duplicntion of
work,

Helnuth FPOENSGEN: . WIEL would hnve to contncet

(Page 4 of original)
other oi.ices in the Reich Einlistry of dnonumlns,,do¢cn War i nlsur
High connand of tho vichr. Acht and others already having such »
naterial and nake 1t ﬁx,¢l%blv.

STEINB; that he docs net 'think 1t practicable to
reate som;thing li a ~learing office with the Lialson Office in
Ducgseldory, WiEL shou$i ﬁpproaon rETERSEN dircctly in all technie:
questions, an@ the Uconf‘y Group (Wirtschaitsgruppe) where cconnmie
guesticis arc concerne Lo

-

Hclmut’ POENSGEN ¢ oposes this su@gn sion, 1t is botter to
creste an office 1n Ducsscldorf winich handlcs bhe correspondence -
and mnost apy*opr*atoly wlth the Lialison Office - which forwards in- .
quiriee to the Rescearch Office, It would then also be possible to g
advise the Research OXfic. which agenciles bfve\qlrzaﬂy~roceived the
needed materinl and wnerc the Research Office could obtain such '
matorial, Confidential fonarts and other mattcrs could in any case

be nade avalln o;vu

SIEBLECHT remarks that Horr TGAHRT has writton a v
eport on tho American iron orc industry %fter nig la
nited Btabtes,

The last suggestlon of Jer: Helmuth HObNDGJN finds approval,

Tz,
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