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Preparstions for = new Hazue Conference.
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A now Hague uonfor“nc will be held, Jjust as gpecisl mcotings of
Verous nations have already t2ken piscc, in order to consider certain
quostions {Rod Oress, air War .grecment in the Hague cte.). Groat

interest is boing shown coverywhere in these questions, Since a now
Hegue Confoerence hes, so far, not been convened, other organizstions

not entitled to fake such = step are slready concerning bhemselvos
with  these problems. For instance the Red Cross is desling with the
law 2pplicable to prisoners-of-war, a problom wh ch is beyond une~
leLte of its competency,

Germany, in view of the present development of the political
situation, will have to tske part in 2 now Hegzue Conference. 7o seo
the time approaching where Germany will be obliged to join the Loague
of Wations (sce course of the present conference of the Leeguc: of
Nationg in Goneva}, a refusal $o participate in a new Heague Conforcncoe
will thon be made 1ﬂpo%slble. Even without entering the Leaguc of '
Hations, the refusal to =zccept an invitetion for » reorgsnization of
the Hegue Conference, would only be used to Germany's detriment for
ropagands purposes by our ex-onemy nations, and would agein be misreo-

. pregented ancw =8 malicious intentions on the part of Gormany,

*

I therefore zgree with the Foraign Office thet the necessaAry.
proparations for a pew confercnce will have to be made in order to bo
roady and to avoid being umprepared if suddenly faced with such a
formideble task, howevar diffieult it mey be to undertske cCertain’
nilitery commitments at the oregent time.

The preparations — just as in the cese of the last Eaguo Confo-
renge - would for the most part heve to be made by the Vorclgn Office
and the Reich Ministry of Defense ag the competent authoritics, The
Reich Ministry of Defense will agsin te assigned the primesry task of
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defining the aspects =nd militery interest which ars to form the basis on
which Gormany should carry on negotiations, The Foreign Offico has in
the first place agked for this basis to be estsablished,

It is not casy to creste » basis., at the former Haguc Confcrence

Germeny possessed a oowerful Wehrmacht aquipped with all technical
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devicas as well es the unlimited right to develop all millbary equipmon’,
noccgsary to wage war in ‘accordance with the latest experiences. Thus,
the basis was already provided =t that time %o ensure - but at the s=me
time not to lose face thereby -~ that these means be =pplicd for the
purpose of waging a war and bringing it %o a speedy end. Todey the
Gormen Téhrmacht does not possess anything similer, while tho countriocg
surrounding us sre bursting with every type of the most modern
cguipment., At present Germany finds herself in-a position similar to
thet occupied by the smallest nations »t the time of vrevious Hague
Confcrences; indeed she is even worsc off beeause thesc natlons, ab
loast within their very limited capecity, had the possibility of
equipping thomselves with the latest inventions of technical scionce,

The demands made by purely militery powers during former
Haguo Conferoences were Péwsys OﬂbO%ﬂd_ﬂV these small states who strove
to sccure for themselves a p tlon/*avorablo for = defensive war,
Thoy advocated as much "thr*ct*on =g possible in the usesgflwgr
appliances which the ourely military states oossessed to/a large extent,
On the other hand they werc strongly in favor of permitting as far as.
possible the cooperation of quickly organized detachments in tho eveny
of a people's war, in order to off-sot the suveriority of the organizdéd
arnies of military powers.

Therefore the first basie quost¢on to be snswered is? dhat

.axtltuao should the German de;cgation toake =% = new Hague Conforence?

" The following gquestions therefore require consideration:
1. Does the possibility of » strusgle for liberstion oxist in
the not too distent future snd ig it necessary accordingly to cnsure
the nos81bLo uge_of 21% techunical and organizationsl means? For
lnstFnce, the unrustrictcw particivation of the entire vopulation in
the way and in the military opcrstions, the application of asrial
werfare against tho population, sgainet open towns, against factories;

(page 3 of original

the ruthloss spplication of chomical weavons ageingt the hostile army
and th@ e pulation the unrcstrict@@'trad@ war etc.

Is is likely, in view of tho expected dovelooment of theo
nol;tl“s‘ 31tu9tlan int Gormsny. that wvth*n the next 10 or 2C vears
it owill bo DOBS blc 10 taxé all o“vﬁnlzotlonsL meagures so thab 211

DD
\./

,tOChn*CPl rosourcos for 2 1ar roescnle war con be made sveilable in a

short time, thus enabling us to onter into the struzgle with 20proxi-
matcly the same strength =nd tyve of oquinment very soon =fter the
outbreak of a war? On *ho other hand, agsuming thst we =ct on the
basis mentioned under 1.), the cnemy will immedistely and ruthlossly
employ his oxtensive technic=l me=ns of power snd frustrato the
°9t9b4ishmgnt of any Gevmsn organ*zation planned 1n the last moment,
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3.) Cen we, in consideration of the present political situation,

ab all afford to advocate 2 ruthless usc of force? Is this not likely
to result in another hate-campaign against Germany, in - new and more
intensive meagsures of control »nd =2 closcr coordinstion of our shnemy
nations? The ex-enemy powers, quite aware of their present military
superiority, will undoubtedly advocate a stricily regulsted conduct
of war and lay the greatest stress upon observance of 21l laws of
hurnianity.

To begin with, such fundsmental questions would have to be
sleared; then the individuel problems will heve to be dealf with =nd
studied point by point, The best method would be to exsmine and study
the individual articles of the pmre=ent FHague Convention, to see in
how far they furnish clear instructions which were 2pplied during the
war, how far they do not correspond 40 modern warfare =nd for that
reagon cannot be sdhered to, where geps existed, which gquestions had
not yet been touched upon and codified =t 211. The next step would De
to congider what sttitude we should take with regsrd to esch individual
question, to consider our interests =nd finslly to ‘suggest proposals
for 2 now formulstion.

(pege 4 of original)
The latter will have to be considersd jointly with the Foreign Office§ 

Owing to its difficult nature =nd the differences in diplomatic
and militery interests which 2re most likely to =rise, the whole task
will require a consideradble smount of time., In order to achieve positive
results quickly, it will be wise to deal first of 211 with fthosc gues—
tions, for the solution of which a certsin smount of ground-work hag
already been covered, i.e, the work of the Parlisnentsry Investigation
Committee, The following, for instance, belong to these questions:

gas warfare

aerisl warfare

peoplels war

U-boat war _ , :
the question concerning the destruction of gtretches of
land and villages, R

O 0o
N N Mt N N

These are the questions in whieh we military men are, above =11, intex
rested, |

Tith regerd to fthe practical execution of this task it must
be congidered: , '
1,) Which depsriment shall conduct negotizations with the Foreign Office?

We think T,V. would be most suitable for this duty since they
-3 -
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heve the best exnerience in 211 1nternat~onal matters, know the work

of the P? rliamentary Investigation Committee and already have sufflclnnt
contact with the leogel department of the Foreign Office, the¢ section

of the Forclb@ Office which has to deal with this »ffair. The T.a.
(Truppenamt — Troop Office) would then have to furnish the T.V, with

the military besis mentioned sbove and with dircctives ststing the
resgong closrly =nd in =8 much detail =8 possible.

The T.V. with only one referent =% their dispossl who 2t the
same time functions ss chief, will not be =ble to copy with this exton~
sive amount of work in addition to their other tasks. The organizabtion
needs to be enlarged, For this purpose, only Genersl 5taff of#ice“s of
senlor ago-groups are to be considered, who have full understanding
and a ecertain preliminary training in this field of activity which is
somewhat outside the range of general military duties, The chief,
who lator on will have to represent the Reich Minigbry of Defensc at
the Hague Conference, must be an eloquent senior officer, well

(page 5 0 foris ginal)

experienced in diplomatic sffairs =nd in conducting nogou19t¢onq whose
personal sppearance and mental facultics ensble him to be a worthy
representative of the German Wehrmacht, who must aiso know how %o
present his views successfully at the Qoro*mn Office, Fe must spesk
Frcnch fluently, and will have to be commissionad with this task for

a considersble length of time, A replacement of the person ocecupying
this position must be ruled out for scme time to come., It must there-
fore be realized that the successor of the present cnlef of the T.V.
must be available for this special task for a considerable period of
time. ‘

The T.a, {(Troop Office) is to orovide for the crestion of the
military basis, i.e, the manifestation of military interests =nd their
justificetion, The individual departments, according to btheir spherc
of duties, will have to cooperste, Many s point will require previous join¥
discussion between the department chiefs. It would be advisable for the
chief of the T.V. to attend the initial discussions of the T,a. (Troop
Office) already now, so as to enable him to gein 2 clesr picture of the
development of the deliberations. He may also on this occasion report
on his experiences gsined when the problem$ were studied in the Parlia~'
mentsry Investigation Committee. . .

Right from the start a representative of the Navy Commend will
have to be consulted at 211 discussions so as to guarsntee the obscrvence
of the goneral guiding principles when the interests of both the army
and ¥avy are represented, - '

To begin with, I propose to take up the following questions!

B
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. General attitude to be taken during the Hague Conference.
} Gas warfare,
) Aerial warfare,
} People's war.
L U-boat war. - :
- The question of the destruction of stretches of land snd communities,

. %

-
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Tor this purpose 1 w,.l1 heve the rocords of the mectings at
whlch these problems were discussed, as well as the voting results of
the Parliamentery Investigetion Committec, reprinted and will have them
submitted to the offices concermed, to eonsble them to aquaint them- .
selves with the views held on these questions by cxperts on international
iaw and of parlismentarians. Perhsps I shell have to ask for some help

{pego 6 of originel)
from the depariment to =2ssist in oopyiné the xtensivo xocumcnts

, Ia order not to forestall the judgment of the competent dopart-
menby, 1 dollberete¢y refrein from stating any definite opinion onm the
fundamental quostions in connection with my suggestion, though I have.
¢orﬂoq‘my own - onlﬁlon,

The work should begin =28 quickly »s possible, because the
conpvening of a Hague Confcorence may be near at hand,

I have refrained from submitting this proposal until today,
becsuse I wented to allow for the politicel situation, which is of
importance in beginning the work, to be relarified. {Possible change
of Government, thc¢ Dawes report, Geneva etc,) I proposc to submit an
interim rcnort to the Foreign Office -+ which, in view of the course
which the DLondon negotiationg =nd the Geneva Conference sre taking,
now urges the preliminary work for = new Hague Conforence to be token
in hand, - promising to furnish them with the first preliminery
militery work by the middle of October, I heve slready been informed
that th¢s datc seoms to suit the ‘Foreign Office.

I again attach ny former applioptlon snd the data for your
information, '

Bnclosnres: : {signed:) Von 3TUBLPWAGIL (Otto)
/ . \ - )
{handwrittoni) : , Oberstloutnant
missing ‘ »

not eonclosed!l
initisli 3 Ogtober

(illczible hendwritten notation),
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