oy prinery

1

~in didplomas

inisbter I C

PLUL QITO GUS

1945, Prior tc

the minutes of

1924

192w*19 7

1925
1926

1527
1929

193¢

1930£F

1931

was firat called %o
925 v*sm% of S8i

svery aevting

1939, oy duties consisted ¢

Fo e st
LB Caran Lo

. Sazr, ond obiz
International cartel ncetings.
‘Lovel vigit teo Derlin.

Vigit of Bden ond .
~N N

which Hitler cnd Ribbontror_ iawd

E.
Suaterenu of

Gesgndter P:ul Otto Gustov Schulds

LV SCHMIDT, being first duly sworn on oobh, suiio.

i

1. I was on interpreter in the Germon Forelgn office from 1923 ~
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nade councillior
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2tdon in 1835, Minister I Glnss after Munich, and

Aanve been Dircchor of
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!....l

M iy A

iscussions ot dinlonatic conferences. Teginning dn 1524
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air Force ang of the intypo c‘u@*i’m of gungeription wos followed on 2

Moy 1935 by 4he QQ&glus; 4 i o tutusl assigtonce pact between France

and the Joviet Uni s

;QMQQ& Th, carcer pergonﬁel of,%hé Forei'n O»flCu
regarded fhig @% 2 furtpey very sér;oag warning @sfts-the poetential
cunscguences of German rci"n puiiey, bu%.the Tani ioaéers cnly .
stiffche& their attitude toword ﬁéa vestern Povicrs, deoolaring thw
they wore not going to be intinidated. 4% this tine, the caroe;xl
officials ot least expressed their rcs"”§atiens to the Foreign,xinistow;
Heurath, I dc¢ not know .hctl'r or ﬂot Nourath in turn related %hese

cxpressions of concern to Hitler.

e Gornon Wilitary forces into tn Rhineland

s

6. The reentry of i
was pIGCQQOQ By Eazi diplematic preperation in r\bruary, A German
demmunique of 21 Feb.l936 reaffirned thet the Freneh-Sovics Pact of
mbual cssistence was imeoupatible with bhe Locorno Troaties ond the‘

Convenant of the League, On the sane doy Hitlor argued in an intcrview

st

hat no real grounds oxigted for conflict vetween Gernaohy and France.

CJ

onsildered against the btockoriund statencnts in DTN

N

KOPT offonsive
to France; the CeruMSbmﬂQ 8 weroisuch/tbrsuggas% that the stage w
being seb fur'justi fying some fubure actl. I do net'knvw aow far in
advance the Zareh into the Rainelond oS ubcide upon. I personally
kneﬁ about *ﬁ, and d*scussed it, approxirately 2 or 3 wecks before
i% occurrea.cansiéerable fear hgd beeon oxprcssed, rartiounlorly dn
allitery circles, cencorning the risk of this undertaiking., Simil&r

cars werc fold by many in the Furcign 0ffice. Tt Wos common knowe
ledge in the Foreign Officc, howuver, that Neurs th Was the énly pémswﬁ

in governoiont circ;os consulted by Hitlor whe felt confident that-tﬁe.,
~Bhinelond could be renilitoriso. withous
and Fronce. Neurati's ous1% on tihrcughout this poriid vos tne wiich

would induce Hltler to have mere foith in Hoeurath than in the general
iun of Mold schoolt @i?loma%s, Whon he (Hitler) tended to hold in. :;

respoct.

Te Lithough Itoly 44id not consult Gernony prior to ﬂoh“cncernﬁ
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O£ its war a{,aii’}Sﬁ Ethopiag the Nazi pd 1icy M}a,;gerg were Pleased

P
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this teehnique fop hgndling intemngtional affeirg., They saw
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Frence toward Gv*a any, as well as the possibility of its under-

mining the collective security sysien of the League of Nations. The
caveer officials in the Foreign Office were very mueh concerned with
bility of strong sanctions Leing ap »plied, pariticularly if

the war should Ve seiznéd as an oyportunity to apply pressure in the
: . ~ &k o eN i

Pascist dictators. In this conflict, Germany gave assurances that it

v
1y

would assist Italy econquoa‘ir o the uinost. This was dene in the

beginning of the d“scass1on Teisrdin

thesc natters were svtslea throush the Gernan commwereisl attache in
Rone or by meang of tigde delegations.
8. Plansg for amnexcition of Austria were a part of the Hazi
progran fren the beginning. Italian opposition after the aurder of

Dollfuss temporsrily forced o more careful apdrosch to this problem,
) b i g

tut the application of sanctions 2goinst Italy by the Leajue, plus

Y i : : sl N oy ] E: ol ; ol f
the ropid increzgse of Gerrmon unilibary strength, nade safer the re-

sumption of the Justrian progron. Then Gooring visited Rone early

in 1937, he declared that union of uus*“ia and Gcﬂﬁany was inevitolle

3

-

and could Le expected sconer or ¢a+er. muSSO'lnl, hearing thesc

viords in G‘ruwn, rengined silent, and protested only nildly when I

trapsloted then inte Fronen., The 0un31n;:*“on oF tno snschiuss was
essont 11y o party watter, in which von Dape“'s,rdle ﬁas t"'preserve
smooth dillomatic relotions on the surface while he ?@rﬁy used nore
devmvus woys of wrspaxihﬁ ciunditions fof‘tne‘éxpcctog noves The speech

delivered Dy Papen on 18 Pibh. 38, following the Berchtoesgaden neoting,

interpreted the Berchitesgaden agreenment as the first step toward the
es%d&lishmen% of a Central Buropesn conmmonwesldh under the leader-

ship of Gernany. This was generally rocuznized in the Fureign office

“

as o clear wrqupcy of & Grester Germany which would 04 ce Lustria

v ®




9, The facts stoted above are
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