;wa/ 

. 24 2 iy W B
2ality in ZIngland or Irence,

“lose; we. can only ccin,  Que cconomic situatic

Besides the e“sonaL factor, the politicel
favorable for ws;r“ the ilsditerrenean rivalry
‘Frence, and Enzlond, in the Oricnt tension, whi
alarmins of the lichammcdan world, , ,

The Znglish em~ire did not cmerge from the
Strengbhencd, Trom 2 maritime roint of vicw, n
achieved,. Conflict bebtwsen Enslond and Ircland
Africzen Union became mops ﬁndenendont, Cencess

cde to Indis, ' Inglend 1 £t dan7er. Unh
teies. A British k into the P
econecrn, o i
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The Flhrer's speech o the Cammenders In Chisl on 22 Aurust
1939, o

I heve called you uo*nt% 56 mive you a picture of the po-
13tical situation, in order- hau you may have ingisht into the
individuel clements on vhich T have based my decision tc zct
and in order to strengthen your confidence.

After this we will discuss military detalls.

It was cledar :to me that a conflict with Polend ned %o come
sooner or laster, I had already made this declsion in spring,
but I thoaght tha*;x would first turn avainst the West In ¢
few years, anC only alterwards eneingt the Best. Bub the se-~
quence cannot be fixed. Onoc cannot close one's eyves ov Do -
*ore a Lhr“"tenLHg situstion., I wanted to esxtablish an accep~

ble relationship with Poland in order to fisht Lirst avdinst

the “eat. But this plan, which was agrseable to me, coul

not be executed, since e°sent:31rpo¢1ts have chan~ed. IT

came clear to me, that Pcland - uld attack us in casc of
conflict with the West., Poland wants access to the se

further developmént beceme obvious afﬁcr’td€~OCCLp8ti

the Memel rocion, end it beceme ¢lesry to me that unde

" stances g conflict —ith Poland could arise at an inop

‘moment, I enumerate as ”eesons for this reflectlion:

1)First of all twe personal eonstifutions:

mv own personality and %haﬁ of Hussclinil, -

Zsszent 1M¢*J it deprends on me, my exlasteénce, because of ny
‘political activitles, Furbhermore the fact that »robebly no

' : ¢

r

people os I do, There will rwoqeu&y never gzain be
the future with more authority -

e
3

one will swer again heove the confidence of the vhole German
a7
c

?11 l’} J_ :flCVG. 1’-1&1 \:A~is
©

is therefore a factor of great x ‘But I cen be minated
at any time by a criminal or an ILdict, ’ ,
" The second nersonal factor is the Duce, His existence is
also decisive., If somethin~ happens to him, Itelvl!s loyslty
to the alliance will no lon~er be certain., 'The basic sttitude
of' the Italian court is agalinst the Duce.,  Arove 211, the court
Sees in 'hd expansion ¢f the emrire a burden., The Duce is
~the man with the strongest norves in Italy.

The' Tﬁi*d factor favorablﬂ f’or us is Fragnco., "¢ can
ask only benevolen t'neucraLitv cm Spein but this depen .
on Francols personality. e ruarsntes v uniform?
and steadiness ol the presc“u t n g musSt ta
into account the fact that 3§S i a Fo
cist party ol cur inbteornal uni

On the othcr side a nevat:

nersonalities arc concorned.
Yy ey

For us it 18 casy to make decision. "o have
e
~

because of our'“ost“*c*ions, that we cennot h
g few vears., Goering can confirm this.
choice, we must act, Our opronents risk
orily a little. Bngland's stake in a war
Qur enemies heve men vwho are below avera
Ha masters, no men of zction ‘
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Zeneral *otuLvmnnt pbut oy solving indivic

’ 1uter .

-are lacking. Enz »lend . is stil vulnor bk} from tJu'@ .
.can chunge in 2 t» 3° TeorSe Lt the momont the Tnzlish ﬁﬁ

- Englonc does nﬁt we n» tho con***c te bresk out fo r fwn “r
S three voars.
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‘ pontd,_ '
France's positi on has . alse aeucr:orﬂt ;3rtioulcf1y,ih,
the Mediterranean. : R
Fartbertf:voroble'factors‘for a8 ““e‘phéqe- )
Sane A&baﬂia thore 1s an equili ibrium of power in the
BQ*LQﬁ Yusoslavia avries\thc sorm of hOllapsp ooca use ~f

hen *ntcrna“ situation,

Rumenia ~1i¢ not Trow stron-er, She io 1iable to attack
and vulnecrable. She is threatencd by Hungary and Pulgaria.
stnce Kemal's ceath, Turkey heas boen “u‘aﬂ by small minds,
unsteady, weak men. ‘

411 these fortunate cireumstences wi 11 no leonzer prd&vall
in 2 to 3 years. Ho one knows how Lon? I fhall 1ive,Thoref rc
conflict better now.

The creation of Greater Gewm“ny ‘a great schisvement
pol‘tlc 11y, but militaril; it was “uosti@nable, since it
was achieved throughta bluF“ of the pﬂlitiCal lecadors. 4+t 18

nceessary to test the milltary. I st m’ ossidle, not by

s .2
2

‘3) &
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The rclation ‘to Poland hes bcc\ﬂe un3¢bruoh\§ my'Pclish
p“ icy %1ther+ﬂ was in contrast tc the icfeas of the peoplc,

,”" propnsitions tn Pniland(Donziz corridon) were Jisturhe? BY

nglond's intervention, Foland chonged her tanc boward usa

‘mhc 1ni*i tive cannot J“ allowed to pass to the others. This

moment is more favorable thon in 2 to 3 yoors. <n attompt On
my 11Le or Mussclinﬂ's V:u;m change thoe situation ©o our
disadv~ntage. One canno £ cternally stand oppositc ono anothor

with cocked rifle, 4 supgostod compronige would have demanded

_th@t we chonge our convictions 2nC mekc agroced gtuUrcs.

- They tal Tked to us again in the language of Vo es. Thero
was danger »f lesing prostlazc. Now the probs is 8till
grvv’ thet the West will nob in;orfuro. Vo ~ecept the
risk with rcckless resolut 10, ‘*i+i ia accépt &
risk as much as 2 Militkry 3ﬂ"”“ﬂ e ncre T alternn
tive t» strike »Hr th hé vavrAV“i with eceria V goon~e o

-

Reference £0 previcus ris;a ,
T would hove been stoned if I hodt net corricd my point, The
most dangerous step was the 1nva s on of the neutral zonc, Oniy

-
alt

o week befo r I zot a warning th gh Pronees T hove alwors
accoptec a Qat rigk in the JnVLCt‘“n theot i mey su@c;wi;
Now 1t is alsc a great 1"u.sk. Iron nerve iron rcesolin
The following special reasons stronzthen mT 1d¢a. . Bngls
and Frence are obligated, neither is in © pnsiti-n for iv.
is no cetual recrmament in Englond, just pr“v"¢“n»“. It heas

magh “amage that nony rcluctant avrmams gaid and wrote U0
Englishmen after the scluction ~f the Ygeeh quest’ n; Th

M e
R
Fdhror carricd his point beesus. vou logt your nerve, doetusc
vou eapitulbted 00 s7°5N. Tnis oxplains the prosent propaginca

War. The‘hnv‘*sh speak of a wor Sf nerves. It is ~ne clemon
of this war 6f [CYVEs ﬁ@rgrosont unﬁ inerecaac of armament, Sub
hew is British rea rmumpnt in actual faet, The construction
program of the Navy for 1938 has not yotb heen filled. Only
mmbix*zgtxmn nf the reserve flo et. Purchase ~f pLSPlu‘ ’

stcamers. Congiderabvle strfn?thcn*nﬁ ~f the “avy, not beferc
1941 or 1942. '
© 'Little has been done on ianc. Enzlend will be ablio 10
. send a meximum ~f 3 aiyisions to the continent. . littlc hos

been done for the air force, but it is ~n¢y a bezinnin. N
defense is in its beginning stages. 4T the momendt B
only 150 Al guns. The now 4. cun has been ordered

ng
I..
teke a long t*me until encugh have been produced T

D‘“-gx—’
y O
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has only 130,000 men, France 7o 000 men, Pnland 15,000 ¢
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The following 1s eharfoterwst*c'“or England. Poland
wanted 8 loan from Eﬂﬂ*&ﬂd for regrmement. IEngland, however,

only ~ave ¢redit in oprd to make sure that Polﬂnu “uvs'

in England, although Enc‘nna cennot- deliver, This meens
that Ingland dO“S nou really went to support Poland, &he
does not risk 8 million pounds in Hoh:nc, amuuoudu she put
helf a2 »illion into vhlna. England's rosition in the world

is very precprious. She will not acecept any risks.
France lacks men(decliné of the birth rate). Little
has besn done For rearmament. The criililery is antiqueted.
s adventure. The Vest

rance &id not want to enter on thi
hes only two posdibilities to fight
1)3lockade: It will not e effective
antarchy and because we have sources
2) Attack foom the west from the U :
this Iimpossible, ’ ’
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Anather,pOSSibility ig ~.e violation of Pubtch, Belsium,
and Swiss neutrality. I heve no doubts thet sll these
statos as well as Skandinavia will dsfend their neubrality
by all available means. v?nglaqd and Trance will not violote
the neutrelity of, th,se countries, Actuslly Ennlend ~
cannot help Poland. Thore rem@ins an sttack on Itely. A
military attack is out of the guesstion. No one is counting
on a long war, If Mr, vou,brandubch had tol thet I would
need 4 yecrs to conyuer Polend I would have led: then
it cannot be done. It i3 nonsense te savy T : land

wants to waze ¢ long wor.

We will hold our position in the West hove
conquered Poland, ' We must bi conscious of ocur gre-t rroduc-
tion. It is much bixger than in’1814-1518,

-~ The enemy had anothcr hope, thet Russia would Tecome
our emeny ﬁftec the conguest of Poland. The cnemy di¢ not count
on my 2reat power of resoclufion, Our cnemies ores Iittle

TOormsS. L saw thcm in Munich, :
I wae convinced thot Stelin would neverraccept the
Englend offcr, Russiz hax no ipterust‘*n Wﬂ'qbuﬁainq Podland
and Stalin knows thsi it is the ond of his re~ime no metter

whethelr his soldiers come out of o warp vfr‘orio s or
boaten. ukqv¢now’s replecement was decvisive, I brought
about the change toward Russia grad ally. In conncction with
the commercial treaty we ot in rolitical conversation.

2 76

Proposal of 2 non-agression nacu. Then caome

2 rencral pro
posal from Russia, Tour days 2¢0 I took & snocial step, *ﬁhlcs
brousht it about thot Russia answersd yesterdey thot shc is
ready to sign. The rnersonsl ~ontract with Stolin is cg=-
tablished. The day afher tom. entrop —ill con=-
clude thc trecty. How Peoland Is in the position in ~hich.I

wanted her.

We ncéed not be ofroid of o blockade. The Bast —ill
suprly us with ~sroin, cottle, coal, lend ond zinc, It is
a big arm, which demands grcat efforts, Y Ll ofraid
thot 2% the lcst minute some Schweinehund W“Ll meke 2 pro=-
nosal for mcdistidn,

The politicel arm is sob farthir. A Derinninge hos
boon made for the destructiin of Ensland's hememony. The
way ils open for the soldier, o2ftor I heve mede the peliticeol

preparations,

, Todgy 's publication of the nop~a1ro gion voct with
Rugsia 21t like 2 shell., The conscquenc :8 ¢ nnot be over=
looked, talin also s2id thet this course will bo of bene-

71t to both countrics. The effect uﬂ Poland will "o tree
vmcnuo 15 , :
Goering gnswers with thenks to the Flhrer and the acssur=-
ence -that the 2 mcd ‘forces wlll de their duty.
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