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Josef NICKELMAKN,

Esgen, Hedwigstrasse 73,
have been warned that I render myself liable to punishment by giving
a false affidavit. I declare on oath that my statement is true znd was

made to be submitted as evidence to the Hilitary Tribunal at the

Palace of Justice, Nuernberg.

Until the end of'the war I was janitor at the Neerfeldschule and

also lived at the school.

I assisted in the fitting up of camp Heerfeldechule, acting also

as deputy camp leader., In the autugn of 1944, Belgi=ans were sent to

us from Dechenschule. I also hed many contacts with Herr von ZUELOW, a
very distinguished man who took a great interest in the camp and saw

to it that it was not lacking in any essentials. I shall refer to him

later.

The camp was fenced in by barbed wire. The inmates lived in the
spacious classrooms which were cf the following dimensions: 9,15 m by
€,20 and 4 moters high. In each of thesc large classrooms therc were
ten double-bunk beds (two beds, one on ton of the other as in Germen
barraclks). Dech inmate had his bed with paillasses, each had one or
two good warm woollen blarkets, each one had a2 stool or chair and a
locker with padlock, In each classroom there was & stove (with slow—
burning fire), which was heated day and night during the cold season.
On each corridor there were washing facilities. In the yard a laundry had
been built where the Belgians. could do their washing. Later on Zastern
female workers were employed to do the Belsians® washing. Jach one had
his towel and they all received soap and soap-flakes,

If a part of the fittings was lacking or had been lost, I saw to
its replacement. In such a case I adlressed myself to the iMain Camp
Direction. It was my task to keep the camp clean and in order. Besides
that, I had to distribute the food.
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On the morning when the Belgisns moved from Dechenschule to us
ot Weerfeldscihule, Herp von BUELOW =ppesred at Heerfeldechule at about
5,30 alm, Until that time Italians had been qusrtered with us. Herr von
BUBLOW saw to it that the accommodation of the Belgians was assured =%
once., He had 211 the necessery articles of furniture brought there, On
this one day a hot meas} was not aveilable on account of the difficulties
in connection with the#removal which wire sggravated by heavy air-raids.
InstCﬁd on this day the Belgians werc given bread, saus=ge, vutter,
cigars, cigarets and brnndy, in the se2me way as the German population
received sunplements after heavy air reids. Seginning on the ne: xt day,
Kitchen I of ‘the Gutehoffnungshuette provided the hot meals, After some
time the food ceme from Kitchen II of the Gutehoffrnungshuctte, This
Kitchen II, until then, had provided food for German soldiers. I myself
saw the meals overy day, repeatedly tagted them and sometimes =te them.

As I have said before, I distributed the food =% noon. I can swear to

M1

it that it was alweys sufflclent snd tasty. The Germsn guards slsc had

the same food. At noon there wss a soup oOr 2 complete meal (2 or 3 times

during = weeck) i In distributing the food T slways filled the Bolgianb!
dishes to the top. In the soup there were potatoes and vegetablcs or
noodles, barley or semolina. Sometimes there were noodles only or with

beef or corned beef, Tho meat
boiled votatoes. Three times =~ woek there was meat, for 1nstsﬂcq/elthor

cooked in the soup or given out in pieccs, At night there was soup,

such as barley— or semolina:-soup; on Saturdsys it was mostly milk—

soup with sugar. The bresd for the uncooked meals came from = bakgry. 4
boliefe it wes a 3 1b. loaf of exzetly the same quelity == supplioﬂ to

the Gorman civilian population against ration cards in the bakerics. .
The broad wes often new and still warm when I distributed it. Bvery other
day cach inmetc received a loaf and with it butter, margarinc or Jeam,

also ovory otheor dey a piccc of s=usege weighing about 100 grammes,

Besides, most of the Bolgians were given supplementary rations for
heavy and vory heevy workoers. On the receint of the neccssary vouchor I

handed out 2 standsrd parccl from Krupo's Cooperative Socioty contain-

ing butter or lerd,
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s1so bacon or szmsage and helf a loaf of brecad.
A cobbler's shop, a tailor's and = heirdresser's shop were set

up and workers employed there werc Belgians,
he medical officer (Dr. Grossc) came %o Neerfeldschule every
morning, Any of:the Belgisns reporting sick were exsmined vy nim. Severely

ill paticnts wore hospitalized, less severe Cases were troated at the
infirmary. At the infirmary, there were ampl., suoplies of medicines and

bandages. One of the Belgians was sppointed medical orderly and vas
slways availeble.

In the case of andlert the Belgians had =t their dispossl the
school celler which had been convorted into an air-reid shelter. I%
frequently heppened that the Belgisns profited by the relcased supervi-
sion to run out of the camo to go 1o the lﬁrge shelter in the vicinity.

In connection with my statements oa food I must =2dd that the
Belgians who were working at the nlant at noon received their -food in
the camo at night. Some of the Belgians were givon = hot mesl 2t noon in
the olant. The Bolgians who did not have & hot mesl st mnoon in the plents
worc given their dinner at night and =2lso the supper to which they were
entitaed,

At the end gencral practitioner Dr. ‘feber was medicsl officer for

tho inmates of tho school, in place of Dr. Grosse. Mmencver hc was sonb
for in cascs of illness he camc at once and made an examination. In my

opinion he troated the school-immstes extremely well.

Only iﬁ the case of air-raids at night did the inmatcs of tho
school, including the Belgiang, stay in the air-raid sholter in the
cellar. This collar had formerly been usod as workshop (sizc of 2
chagsrooms). Pupils had been working there at joiner's benches. Thosc
promiscs were dry. If the flcor was web, this can only be cxoleincd by
the fact that one of the immates had turned on the tap =nd did rot coteh
the watcer properly. For this nightly stay four emorgency—l=vator .cs WCre
‘provided in the air-raid shelters for genoral use, They were clcancd
rogularly, but some of the camp—inmates were untidy and dirty. It
happened thet cemp-inmatos relieved nature right on the floor of the

air-raid sholtor. They woere
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for this in the interests of the comuunity.

roprimn

Thoe inmitcs of the school, including the sel iins, h.2 thsir
hair eroopci.. Thig was done to crevent vermin, ud 2 hiir
cutting o .chines were used for the Hurposc.

One of the guards wes eallod Willi DCFsT. Ho used to shout
his orders. There wei¢ people zmong tho inmatcs, Scl iins includcd,
who often 2id not want fo holr. T rnover sxw 2 Seloien or
sthor imm.to of the cmmy boin, botton.
BeEasi; 27 «pril 1948
sizncd, Josof FICL Lo NN

Wunber 9«8

T cortify herewith that the aoove si.n.turs, affixed Lefore s,
18 thot of Jerr Josef NICa#iL.ANW, Essen, dedwi strassc 73.

Hirr WIC.FLIANN wroved his i.cntity by subaitting ilentity-
card for the British Zons ol 050 482 idiCe

Esscn, 27 a-ril 1948
sizncd Lr. Eust
\ sttor ney
officizlly 2 pointcd deputy of Notary
Punlic Lr. "« Barllus, Essen.

Feo ~ccording to parigraphs led, 26, 39 Reich Fee Reépulation RM &,--
. Turnover tax 3 % RM Ce12

Rb 4,12

voputy of Notary Fublie
: si ncd Dr. fust

(Bnd of the Cocumnent)
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