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= Ernst van BaiCHT :

born ¢n 8 august 1889 in Essen,

at present residing in fssen, Goldschmicdstr. 4,
have been cautionud that I render mysclf liazble t> severc punishment
by melking 2 false affidavit and hive been informed os to the
significance of an oath. I herewith declare on oath that my
stotement is true and was mide to uo submittcd as cvidence to ths
Amorican Military Tribunal in the proceedings against the dircectors
of the firm of Zrupp.

I enterced the firm £ Krupp in June 1938 a1s an office messengeor,

namely in the wheel set shop. In sumnr 1943 I was transferrcd
to the Torks Sccurity Police where I was at first engiged 25 a
guard ot gate 51 and later did guird duty ot the Lptillery
Construction Building, In summcr 1944 - I no longer rcenll the
exact date - T wos assigned to the se-called "Dechenschulc™ by the
Works Security Fclice. The Dechenschulo was a special camp
where prisoners of the Secrst State Police were kepts Ve
eallcd thcse prisoncrs "$tap.-prisoncrs®,

“hen I took up my dutics ot the ucchenschule, there were ApProX.
300 inmatecs in the caump; they were mastly Belgians, Frenchmen and
Flamonds, At thc time therc were no Eostorn workers,

I was employed as chef 2nd wus in the camp day and night.

I am unable to furnish detailcd information concerning the housing
facilitics and the tr.oatment and zuarding of the priscncrs,

becausc I paid no attention to thuss matters s my dutics as chef

kept me fully occupicd. On the other hand T am well informed
regarding the fecding of the prisonors os it was 211 my responsibility.
I should like to state the following in this conncetion:

a) Dochenschule

The prisoncrs received a hot mcal twice daily, namely at midday
and in the cvening. Meny workers who spent 211 day working at
the plants received their midday ind ovening meal at night. The
rations issucd amounted to 1 liter ot lunch and 1/2 liter at night.
dhe food - which was alrcady proparcd - was supplied in large
buckots by the irm "Muchlheimer Fleisch- und Tourstfabrilk®
(Muchlhcimer Meat and Sausage factory). I do not know why the food
was procurcd from this firm in particular. I only snow thit I
negotintcd #th the firm scveral timcs concerning the delivery of
food. Tith rogard to the hot menls I 2m in a position to2 state on
the basis of notes still available to me tyday, that they were
sufficiont, well proparcd and 2lss thot the dict was varied. My
n>tes contain the following references in this o nncction:

White eabbage soup with potatocs, grucl without pstatoes,
saucrkraut scup with potatoes, dricd vegetables with notatacs,
no3dle soup without potat.oes. Ofton thore was meat in the soup
and someti cs 1 slice of moat was issucd s well. The soups
were prineipally preopared with fats. In general the f£-od was
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sufficient; furthermore 2 certain number of sceond helpings
eould be issucd.. '

According tc my notes the cold rations consisted of 350 gr
broad daily. Then saus.ge was issucd twice 2 week = 50 gr peor
person; 75 gr-sugir per person ind 50 - 75 gr Joam were alsc
issucd twicc o week. Butter wis issued once a weelk, namely 35 -
50 gr. Instead of the saustie, thc same “mrunt of choese was
somctimes issucd.

The rations as described above were the so-enlled "normal rations'.
Inasfor os the prisoners were engized in hecavy work, they were
given corresponding heavy workers'! supplementary rations; these
I rcecived already pioxed and they cunsisted >f bread, butter,
checsc, sausage and bacon,

On the whole I must say that the rations issued in the
Dechonschulec were such that I should be happy to receive the
same today. The present normal forod rations are considerably
WOLSC
b) Noerfcldschule

. with regard.to tho f:od issued in the Necrfeldschule, I have toa
distinguish betwecn two periods. In the first poriod, approx. ;
until Jenuary 1945, tho foad was basicolly the snme s in the
Doechcnschules I must however point out that during 2 perid of
about four w.cks the meals - which 2t the time wore supplied from
the Gutchoffnungshuette -~ werc consideratly better than in the
Dochonschules wmninly thers wis morc meat or fot in the Soup.

I specifically reeall the Christmas dinnor of 1944 in this
comnection, which consisted of the following: boullion with
nyodles, popatoes-and saucrkrzut, 2 slice of roast and plenty
f grovy.

The sccond ‘period lasted approx. from the ond of Junuary until
the cnd of the war., During this tiae the food was cinsiderably
worscs I cannct say whether this wos duc to the increasing
destructions eaused by the war., I comploined several times to
Herr Hossel ecncerning the poor quality of the food; he, however,

. showed little understanding for those matters and thoughitthat the
food was godxd ensugh for these peoples During this period the
Stapo prisiners reccived addition:l facd cinsisting of sausage
or suztr or jam cnce a week only apart from watery soups and r
a smrll brend roation. Fats wers no lon:er issued at th't time, ‘
I must cmphosize that this was the case cnly during the last
woecks of the wir. I am :f the opinion that the £ood was |
insufficicnt during the last weeks, on the oth.r haind I must say |
that it was definitely ample befor.. I hove ¢ .refully read ;
this affidavit consisting of three pages and declare th.t it l

citoins the full truth. I hove porsonally signed it belows L

signed Ernst v. Bracht ;
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Esscn, 5 larch 1948

I hereby certify and 2ttest the above signature »f derrn Ernst
van BRACHT which was 2ffixed bufore mo,.

signed Dre MaSCHEE
Assistant Dofense Cpunsel for the
defendant von Buelow
Essci, 3 March 1948

(End »f ths documcnt)

- 762 =




