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Morning Session 2. 21 July 1947

(Dircct Exmmination of witness Hj~lonr SCH'\CHT by 2DzyDIX)
(2+ 3990-3596)

2t It gnys here anong the circumstaniial evidence >f the
rogecution thnt, when in Feliruwry 1933, - after the

D 3 : 2 3 .
39gg Séizure of power - industry made that fanous don~tion.

9, TLICK donnted n sum towards that fund, the -~nouat of
5991vhich T don't remember exactly but which was morc or
. lcss in accordance with his finnnecial situation, Tou
' werc present when thnat econllection wns made, s would
you pleage tell the Tribunal egonething -hout the rea-
gon, the purpise, wnd the aotive £or that donntioan?
“ould you tell us sonething about the politieal cffces
of thet donatinn?

L4 Tour Honor, I ayself was ogked to attend thnt confe-
rcnce.  GOIRING sent out the invitations ~nd we werc
neked to go to the haﬁse »f the Iregident »>f the
Qcichstag, and that was GOERING in those . days.

GOTRING hizgelf, with his adjutant, had nade out the

" list of the people who were to be invited and as for

A oude

2

os I gow, 2lmost 21l the lending nmen »f Geraan indu-—

gbtry from all its brnanches were repregented, and T

Ty

1d not he~r that even one »of then rcfusged o accept
the invitation., They all bturned up. I nust revert

to one point on which I touched befrre, I nust say
tiat that haprened 2t a tine when HITLE?Y was alrenly
2ciech Choneellonr. It wog 2n the 30th »f Jqﬂuﬁfy-thﬁﬁ
EITLFR becane Reich Chnanecellor and I helieve that this

conference was held about the 25th-of Februnry.
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On 22 February.

]

Lt Tt was the 22nd »f February or the 25th »f Februnry -
T don't remenber exactly.
Tow, ‘the event occured to which T referred hefnre,
that is to say, industry natur-lly wag 2lways out o
~0 along with the rulers 5f the State., I nay re=
nind you that after the collapse in 1913 which fol-
lowed after the Pirst Jorld Jar, Hugo STINNES, who
cortainly previously had belonged to the Fighty all
cf n sudden hit on the iden that now he would hnve
to nake a pact with the Soeinl T 1aorﬂts, beceause
. that wuld be the only ;;3:)5510111%3;; to continue Hu—
siness. And then, he nade that fanous =grcenent
with the leaders »f the trande unions, TEITEY and
HUE, when the Social Democrnts and frece trade uanionsg
tosether joined with industry %o make possible the

continuation »f an orderly ccononic life in Geranny.

De3392 Industry found itgclf in cxactly the s~nc si-
turtion after HITLER h-d gseized power. I 2 alwnys
teing the word "seigzure of power" becnuse the Tarty
iatroduced that. Naturally that is nonsense, HITLIR

. wos appointed thmcellar- gquite regularly in.a legnk
nanner, by the Reich Iregident HINDENBURG, =ccording
%o the provisions »f the constitution, and hcre is
the decigive thing. He was ndt head of a Nationol
Socinlist cnbinet but he hended ~ comlition e~binei
consisting of the National Sncialists and the
Deutsch Nntionmle Volkspnrtei, the German Mationnl
Tcoplets Tarty. One of the conditions on which the
Dorties had agreed ot the ftine, when on 30 January
+he gabinet was forned, was —— I heard about thot
only afterwnrds because I hod played no part in the
fornntion of thée cobinet —— one of the conditions
vins that = now clection was to be held in order 6o
~ct the conlition approved by the electorate, Thot
clection wng fixed fir the 5th of lMarch, and ot the

cnd of February that
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conference wag held with the industrialists for the
surpose of egbeblighing ~n election fund. At thot
conference HITLER developed hig nolitical ideng he-—
fore the industrizlists and proniéed then ex=etly
thoge very things in which they were intercgteds that
is to g2y, naintenance of private property enterpri-
sGg, avoid-once of 2all fubture strikes and lockouts,

Giint 1s-to 8= lahor Heace. Thoge werc the thinss
9 4 o)

in which the indugtrialists were intecresgsted =bove -l

They always nercly regarded politics 28 = nmeansg to
n~intein thelir enterprises for natur~lly it is of

the gcrentest inmportance for every indusbrinlist .o

G nble to %kecn and caploy hisg workien in pence.
"t that confercnce, ~fter HITLI:'s address, K0T
voinr R0HLEW, the 214 gentlenan who unfortunately du
~ceountt o2f 1llness c¢~n no lonzcr apnear herc, got up
~:8 =~1lthougzh osnly a fcw weeks Hefore he had expressed
g definite oppoeition to the Hational Sncialist
Govenent, ot thig confercnes, He grid&, "iell, if you
s ~penise us o poliey of thig kind, then osur intercsts
3993 -z rrotected nnd we will support you." Then it was
lceided 1o egtablish ~n clection fund, not for the
ntional Soeinlist Corty, but for the two co~lition
norticsy that is to say, for the partieg of which
tnc ¢aodinet congisted.

ey were three parfies, weren*t they, Dr. SOHACHT?

A

)

13 Onc nonent. ouring the discussion a represcntative of

the Gernanm .eoplets rarty, Deutsche Volkspartel, rosc
~al ghid, "My party, the Deutsche Valkspartel - the
f¢rman Teoplets Torty - will join in - this comlition

ot

“uring the election, and thereforce T noke a notioan

' 0]

1.0t the German Yeosple's Ifarty,too, should have o
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sharc in this fund.® And the decigion w-g nndc
necordingly,

-

Therefore, collectiong for the fund were nafe

for the three partiess the Gernan Hationals, (Deutsch

dotionnle), the Gernmn Teoplefs Darty, (Deutsche

Volkgpartel), and the Tnationnl Socialist Tarty.
Taturelly, the distrihution »r the allocation »of
that fund couyld be made only according to the exigt—

s

ing circumstancess that is to say, on the hasgis of

the geats which they had occupied in the eichsi~s

~g 1%, had heen up to then. Otherwise it would hnqve
nade no sense., -~ut therc was 2 hope in the c¢nsc oF

tiae German Mational IYarty and with the CGerann Teoia's

-1,

warty that at the eleetion they would succced in

netiing back to then nart of the Mational Soeialiss
voters who before hnd left then and h-d zonc over
0 HITLI?, That hope turncd out to he 2 dclusgion,

but they could not know that At the tine. I hed, b
creg

C)
ct
e
g
|—

oy rete, beeh their-hepe, IThe dinte ¢ thing

b # 4
=

about that elecetion is thise« whercas in Favcnﬁcr’
a)

wacn leichgtag elections had heen hold, too, HITLER

1o0st twenty scats to the Conrmwunists, now as Chan-
ccllor he recnptured those twenty seats from the "

Conmuni ste and the  Qonriunigts logt those twenty sents,
That shows how the radieczl elenerts, in the distresgs
of the tines, wavered 2ll the tine hetween the righty
and the left, between the extrenes.

It ig n fret, therefrrc, that the indugtrini-
eteg did collect that fund 1t the tinme f£or thc tiwece
porticep. It wag dcclided %o collect the funds by
tiae various zroups mong thengelves without HITITR

and without ayself -— I played no part in thet e~

couge I wag no indusgtrialisgts ot that tine I wos 2

1

“rivate Donker —— by the infustrislists anong

gelves, declding that the iryn infugtry wonld ive
= nd-g2 ruch, that the texbile industry would

O
"ive go=-and-go nuch, thnt the cleetrienl in LusuLw
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would give so-nad-so nuch, ~nd so forth. Tithin those
croups the industrinlists ~monzg themselves cniac
to on ~greenent as for the nmount which would hnve
t0 te donated by every firm, and naturally thad wos
not done according to the politicnl wishes of the
vorious industrialistss it was done nccording to the
oize of their enterprises, according to the nunber of
their worknmen or according to the size of their out: .
vute  And if I may now come to the cnse of the FLICK
cnterprise , his enterprige was, s0 2 speak, foracad
to join a certain group, and the anount which PLICK
fonated — T don't cven kmow thnt anount - that hed
scen fixed internnlly, I helicve, without his being

~hle %7 have any essentinl influence osn the nnttcr.

ow, Dr. SCH\CHT, the way you have descrihed it to

us, thnt the entire industry collected 2 fund for

v

snnt inportont political purposc, that is o say, 1O
% i, i ? o

-

strensthen the bourgeois side of the coalition, 1o
onuogition to the rndienl Fnzls, nOW that you hnove
Jonc that,pleasc A5 not he sffended, but I would likc
our comments T would gay thot the industri~lists
¢idn't bchave very nobly by givins three nillions

7o the entire industry. Tould you coll thnt ~n

4

cnormous contrihution?

think that is 2 very nornnl donntion, 1 would no%
soy that it was a very striking dapating; TSr T Day
2-+ an entire 2eichstag election with threc nillion
Jcichsiark, I wouldn't sny thnt tant was 2n adegunte
~ount. I henrd that f2r other elections in cenrlicr

"n-g nuch greater suns werc cxpended,

3995 ¢

pH

o

Ahnt is what I mean. Doth »f us know the Mational
Socialigt rulers and their rclationship to other
wcoplets noney ond other Jcoplefs properties. 16
sou nersonnlly of the view that HITLER during the

clection at the end of ilarch, if he wanteld to mnke
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sure that in this clectioq he would eonme out vicitor-—
dousg, had to depend on a voluntary donation for his
particular party opurposges, or do yowu believe that
the Nnzis after the seizure o2f power would not have
heen able to lay their honls on such anounts in sonc
way or other if they hnd needed those =anounts?
%S53 CONTINUATION OF THE DIRECT EXAMINATION OF THE
TITNESS DR. SCHACHT BY DRe DTX3

Your Honor, I was the treagurcr of that fundy thot

is to say, the donntiong came to me nnd T issued tacn
according to instructions. I had no decigions of

ny own to noke about the expenditures I nerely re-
cecived and paid out the noncy. Then the clection
wag over, there rcnained in that fund six hundrecd
thousand narksy that is to say, only 2,4 nillion
norks were expended. T don't know how nuch nf thos
noney went to the other two parties, bul in any cosc

they nust have received n certain ~nount.

Terhaps HITLER's party had at its disposal
cbhout two nmillions at the most. Naturally he could
hnve obtained that money quite easgily privately:
that is to say, he could have obtained it from in-

=
o

i

unl firms or persons. Formerly the parties did

-1

not use to cnll = conference of people but approach-

6d individuals, and naturally what happened wag -
if I nay nention some nameés -~ that firms like
TTOECKNER and the old man THYSSEN, ‘ugust THYSSEN,
they nlways donated noney to the Center Carty be-
couse they were Roman Catholics. Other people do-
nated for the German Nationals, others for the

Cernan Teople's Party.
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The electrical industry gave nuch to the Democrntic
corty, and during the yenrs after the First Jorld
Tar I would assunie thot the Soei~l Denoerats, too,
owitnined noney fron one or the other bizg firn,when
that agreement between STINVES and the trade unions
nnd teen concluded. The ~mount of the donation ig

1o difficulty and was of no inmportance for HITLE.

Q2 According to your expericnce, orc you of the vicw
. thot that amount in itsclf stoond in any direct re-
~  lationghip to the result »f the clection »f ll=rch

De

3996

i

19337 Tould you gay that it had -~ decisive or
cegsentinl influencc on the fact that during that
inrch elcection the National Socinlist DTarty had the

rcault »f which we know?

Lt I would say that for every clection caipnrign a cer-
toin anount of propaganda is neccssary to ~wnken
goric interegt in the election, but in those dnys of
sigery, when HITLER in July 1932 had alrendy obitnin-

cd & votc from forurtecn millinn voters and whorc

. now he had oWtained power, it wns not to5 be expeet-

cd thnt thoge voters would have left hin. It wos
only a casc of thosc drifters who were constnntly

| vwnvering betwceen the risght and the left, and thosc

criftcrs probably would always hnve followcd the

rulers, those who held power as it haplened in this
cose., That ig to say, they would have followed

BITLER in any cose “ecnusc they expected hin to do

sonething.
5 ):~ Ze did pronise then a grent denl,
‘s Jell, one con sny 0.
3¢ To the nasses, t00?
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i3 Mo everyhbodys

Ns \lso to those who Ighorec and werce burdened?
\: Tcsi
e  And to the millionsg of unemployed?

A3 Yes. Tell, that was thc promise which he did keep,
He¢ did give work to all of them. \s to whether hc
did it himgelf ox whether others did it, that is
. anothecr question.

(End of Docunecnt)




